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Somerville’s Primary Election
unofficial totals

By The Times Staff

The Massachusetts State Primary Election took 
place on Tuesday, September 3. Voters across the 
Commonwealth voted early, voted by mail, or went 
to the polls to cast their votes.

The following unofficial totals have been posted 
for voters in the City of Somerville:
Democratic Party
United States Senator
Elizabeth Ann Warren 10,832
Representative in Congress-Seventh District
Ayanna S. Pressley 10,742
Councillor-Sixth District
Terrence W. Kennedy 9,611
Senator in General Court-Second Middlesex 
District Continued on page 3

Everybody’s going nuts
about Mass Hole Donuts

The bakers are Karen Kosta, Vanessa Rowsell and Erick Johnson.— Photos courtesy of Mass Hole Donuts

The ballots were cast on Tuesday for the 2024 Massachusetts State Primary.

By Harry Kane

A quirky gourmet donut hole shop called Mass 
Hole Donuts in Somerville sells golf ball size do-
nut holes and names them after Massachusetts 
landmarks and legends.

Mass Hole Donuts is located at 1157 Broadway. 
The shop opened in May of 2023, and is owned and 
operated by Peter Gladstone. Their slogan reads: 
The Filet Mignon of Donuts.

“We like to joke that we’re the flavorful center 
cut, where most donut places throw out the mid-
dle, we keep the middle and throw out the ring,” 
Gladstone said.

They’ve created 101 different donut holes since 
they opened. Gladstone washes the dishes and 
works the counter; he leaves the Continued on page 4



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of September 4 – September 10 as provided by the National Weather Service

 DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND

 Wednesday 
Sunny 79°/57° 3% 1%  SE 10 mph

 September 4

 Thursday 
Sunny 76°/58° 5% 2%  SE 10 mph

 September 5

 Friday 
Partly Cloudy 74°/60° 12% 9%  ENE 12 mph

 September 6

 Saturday 
Rain 73°/61° 32% 27%  E 11 mph

 September 7

 Sunday 
Rain 71°/53° 45% 38%  S 11 mph

 September 8

 Monday 
Sunny 73°/55° 11% 7%  NW 11 mph

 September 9

 Tuesday 
Sunny 74°/55° 5% 2%  W 11 mph

 September 10

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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The Overdose Awareness Flag Planting takes place on Thurs-
day, September 5, 10:00 a.m., at City Hall Lawn, 93 Highland 
Ave. This event is one of many to observe International Over-
dose Awareness Day on August 31 and Recovery Month in Sep-
tember. Purple lights will also light up City Hall in recognition 
of Recovery Month. The flag and light displays will remain for 
the entire month of September. Somerville Prevention staff will 
host Narcan Distribution Events and trainings to distribute free 
overdose prevention information and harm reduction materials. 
These include the overdose-reversing nasal spray naloxone (often 
referred to as Narcan), Fentanyl test strips, CPR face shields, and 
syringe disposal boxes. For more information and a list of events 
visit https://www.somervillema.gov/, For more information, 
please contact Han Hogan-Rigg at hhoganrigg@somervillema.
gov and be sure to follow Somerville Prevention on Instagram: @
somervilleprevention.

******************************
As of Tuesday, September 3, the Central Library (79 Highland 
Ave.) temporarily implemented a modified afternoon schedule 
during weekdays. Weekend hours will remain unchanged: Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: Closed from 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m., Wednesdays: Closed from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For ques-
tions about events and pick-up schedules impacted by the temporary 
schedule change, you can contact them at 617-623-5000 or by call-
ing 311. Learn more at: somervillepubliclibrary.org. Continued on page 7

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Peace at Home to Support Peace Abroad

Spider Jerusalem says:

Mayor Katjana, do you want to restore peace, respect and safety in our city?
Then start by speaking the truth and begin humanizing the Jewish community currently being boy-
cotted by city hall.
A responsible mayor would speak the simple truth: “Hamas terrorists are responsible for starting the 
war in Gaza. Not Israeli Jews who left Gaza “Jew-free” since 2005 in exchange for peace and certainly 
not Somerville Jews.”
A responsible mayor would begin to humanize the victims of Oct 7th: Mayor Katjana, please say the 
words “Rape is not resistance”. You can try it privately, we understand, you’re under pressure from 
bona-fide masked hate-groups. But cowardice is not an immutable characteristic, please at least watch 
“Screams Before Silence” Mayor Katjana, if you refuse to show it.
A responsible mayor would stretch a banner across the city hall, armory and the police station stating 
that “Rape is not Resistance” after hearing that people in the city under her watch are being threatened 
for uttering this true statement. What are you going to do Katjana? Ignore and boycott people speak-
ing truth while battling imaginary “hamaso-phobia”? We stood up to hate for our Muslim neighbors 
by around 10:45 on 9/11/2001, but please do keep insulting and persecuting non-compliant Jews, 
Mayor Katjana.
Then maybe lets talk about stopping taxpayer funds for anti-Jewish hate groups? Were not just talking 
about the council’s resolution campaigns to save hamas from the war it started or the hate fest movie 
nights at the armory. Lets also thoroughly examine how our tax dollars go to fund “[ Jew] Free Pales-
tine” hategroups throughout the city? Nobody is fooled any longer by the motivation of hamas sup-
porters at this point. A responsible mayor would call out hate Mayor Katjana.
Also, Mayor Katjana, have you asked Muslims if they agree with your label of “Islamophobia” for Jews 
who try to restore safety in our community? Cause when Tsarnaev senior revealed his jewhating views, 
the imam at the mosque on Prospect st ran to tell the cops instead of protecting the terrorist. Are you 
sure you want to lump all Muslims into the terrorist Hamas supporters camp? Maybe they’re not cool 
with pimply Hamas cosplayers from Tufts alienating the Muslim community on their behalf? Terror-
ism is not foreign to our town, shameless hate for Jews is new, but we can deal with hate if only our 
elected officials get our of their preferred ostrich position. Boston Strong.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments 
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Life in the Ville by Jimmy Del Ponte

This article first appeared in the 
March 16, 2013 edition of The 
Somerville Times

Remember the dancing and 
singing popcorn box and soda 
cups inviting us to buy refresh-
ments at the movies? Sure you 
do. Do you remember the first 
movie you saw at a Somerville 
movie theater? Some of us do. 
My parents took us to the drive-
in when we were really young 
where we saw The Blob in 1958. 
My first movie theater shows 
were Ben Hur in 1959 and 101 
Dalmatians in 1961 at Davis 
Square. We also saw The Shaggy 
Dog with Fred MacMurray in 
1959. In 1965 my mother took 
us to see The Sound Of Music.

I, for one, only remember go-

ing to The Davis Square The-
atre and the Broadway Theatre, 
although there were many more 
Somerville movie houses in the 
past. Two of them were in Teele 
Square, and Ball Square. Here 
come some testimonials:

Carol says, “I think we paid 
15 cents to get in the movies. 
Two cartoons and a movie for 
15 cents, plus candy! We hard-
ly ever saw the whole movie be-
cause my cousin would always 
get in trouble and we would get 
thrown out! (perhaps tossing Ju-
jubes off the balcony?)”

KN tells us: “We saw The 
Three Stooges in The Outlaws is 
Coming in 1965 and I think we 
paid 50 cents.” 

MH shares this: “When we went 
to the Davis Square Theatre, we 
would buy popcorn at Gorins and 
candy at The Smoke Shop because 
it was cheaper. My dad got mad be-
cause we took my little sister to see 
Blazing Saddles. No PG-13 back 
then! We saw Hello Dolly in 1969, 
Willy Wonka in 1971 and Jaws in 
1975 at the Broadway Theatre.”

Saturday afternoons at Davis. 
“I think it was 35 cents (I would 
get 50) you would ‘go in’ with an-
other guy one would buy pop-
corn for 10 cents and one would 
buy tonic for 10 cents and each 
would buy a box of candy and 
we’d all split everything.”

“My parents would give us each 
$2.00 (yikes!) which would cover 
the bus ride which I think it was 
.10 each way, admission to the 
theater, candy, popcorn and soda! 
Ah, the good ole days!”

“We saw American Graffiti in 
1973. My brother Danny snuck 
us in. We usually went to the 
Broadway Theatre but Davis was 
a hell of a lot cleaner!”

This guy goes way back! “On 
Saturdays, they ran two feature 
movies and several mini- series 
plus food for .25 cents! Some-
times Major Mudd or Big Broth-
er Bob Emery would show up! 
Remember those guys?”

Woody remembers a Beatles 
movie fest in Davis Square, and 
lots of those Elvis movies.

Here are some of the movies we 

saw back then. Carrie, Swiss Fam-
ily Robinson, Shirley Temple, The 
Lone Ranger, The Thing, Where 
The Boys Are, 007, Smokey and the 
Bandit, Lassie Come Home, Buck 
Rogers, Creature from the Black 
Lagoon, Dracula, Frankenstein, 
The Mummy, Star Wars, Planet 
of the Apes, Goldfinger, It’s a Mad 
Mad Mad Mad World, and Tom 
Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn.

My movie memories include 
my dad taking us to the drive in 
our pajamas. In later years I re-
call hiding in the trunk of cars 
to avoid paying. I would have to 

say that Swiss Family Robinson 
in 1960 (when I was 7 years old) 
was the most memorable and ex-
citing movie I have ever seen. 

We got to see our movies in 
a full-size theater, not one of 
those tiny mini-plex things. 
Of course, we also had to sit 
through the rumbling, shaking 
and rattling that happened ev-
ery time a freight train rolled 
through Davis Square.

My son is the third generation 
of Del Ponte men to work at The 
Somerville Theatre. We will do 
anything for free popcorn.

Let’s all go to the lobby…

For sale

1989 Corvette convertible 24,743 miles. $ 10,000 or best offer.

617-594-3539

Patricia D. Jehlen 10,491
Representative in General Court -Twen-
ty-Sixth Middlesex District
Mike Connolly 868
Representative in General Court-Twen-
ty-Seventh Middlesex District
Erika Uyterhoeven 5,705
Kathleen M. Hornby 2,571
Representative in General Court-Thir-
ty-Fourth Middlesex District

Christine P. Barber 2,221
Clerk of Courts -Middlesex County
Michael A. Sullivan 9,735
Register of Deeds -Middlesex Southern 
District
Maria C. Curtatone 9,549

Libertarian Party
No candidates were nominated by the 
Libertarian Party for the ballot. Any 

write-in candidates that receive a qualify-
ing number of votes will be reported here.

Republican Party
United States Senator
Robert J. Antonellis 250
Ian Cain 93
John Deaton 377

In the two races that were the only ones 

with opponents, John Deaton won the 
Republican Senate primary and will run 
against Elizabeth Warren, while Erika Uy-
terhoeven won the primary against Kath-
leen M. Hornby for 27th Middlesex Dis-
trict Representative.

Check www.thesomervilletimes.com for 
the latest updates on voting totals and 
relevant stats.

Somerville’s Primary Election unofficial totals CONT. FROM PG 1
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Somerville Police Dept Crime Log August 20 – 26
Residential Breaking and Entering

24051191: On 8/22/24 at approximately 11:06 p.m., Somerville Police responded to a residence on Marshall St. for report of a past breaking and 
entering. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the victim who stated he left his apartment and when he returned, observed his apartment door had been 
damaged and was slightly ajar. Nothing was reported missing.

Robbery

24050734: On 8/20/24 at approximately 7:40 p.m., Somerville Police responded to Assembly Row for report of an armed robbery with a knife. 
Upon arrival, officers spoke with a juvenile victim who stated he was approached by two juvenile males who brandished knives and demanded he give 
them his shoes and other belongings. Officers identified both suspects.

Assault

24050603: On 8/20/24 at approximately 9:51 a.m., Somerville Police took a report from a female victim who stated the day prior while walking on Curtis St., a vehicle 
pulled up next to her and the occupants began talking to her. The vehicle then took off and the victim was shot in the face with a BB gun. The victim did not have any injuries.

Assault

24052047: On 8/26/24 at approximately 9:08 p.m., Somerville Police responded to 247 Elm St. for report of an assault. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the victim who 
stated he was approached by a male party after withdrawing money form the ATM. The victim attempted to leave the area and male suspect brandished a knife/box cutter 
at him. The victim then ran into a nearby business for help.

Residential Breaking and Entering

24051494: On 8/24/24 at approximately 10:52 a.m., Somerville Police responded to a residence on Highland Ave. for report of a past breaking and entering. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the victim who stated frozen meat was stolen from his freezer.

Residential Breaking and Entering

24051310: On 8/23/24 at approximately 12:29 p.m. Somerville Police responded to a apartment on Broadway for report of a past breaking and entering. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the victim who stated she left her apartment and when she returned, observed a male party inside.

Other Crimes: 6 Package thefts • 4 Vandalisms • 5 Car breaks • 2 MV vandalisms • 2 Bike thefts                  — Somerville Police Dept.

baking up to the professionals. 
The bakers are Karen Kosta, Va-
nessa Rowsell and Erick Johnson.

Two of the most popular do-
nut holes are the Johnny Ap-
pleseed Cider Donut and the 
New-Berry Street Chocolate 
Cake Donut. Recently, The 
Wicked Pissah Pistachio Bri-
oche has gained popularity. 

The Wicked Pissah Pistachio 
is a tender brioche dough filled 
with pistachio custard, covered 
in a pistachio glaze and topped 
with a white chocolate drizzle 

and chopped pistachio nuts. It’s 
green, it’s delicious, and it has the 
nest name evah!

The Johnny Appleseed Cider 
Donut is named after Leomin-
ster’s most famous son. It’s a rich 
spiced apple donut, studded with 
chunks of real apple, covered in 
cinnamon and sugar, with a satis-
fying crunch on the outside.

The New-Berry Street Choc-
olate Cake donut is topped with 
vanilla bean icing, a dollop of 
Nutella and a fresh blackberry.

Every week they make six 

different donut holes and they 
change their menu constantly.

“We are committed to having a 
few good bites and variety,” Glad-
stone said.

Every Sunday they decide 
what 6 donut holes they want 
to make for the upcoming week. 
They typically come up with 
two brioche donut holes (one 
that’s filled and one that’s not 
filled), two poppyseed cake 
donut holes, a chocolate donut 
hole and cider donut hole.

“That occasionally might 
change where we will swap in a 
different dough, but typically we 
are doing four doughs across six 
donuts,” Gladstone said.

The bakers arrive around 4 
a.m. and they make 1000 donut 
holes per day on average. Week-
ends are busier. They have four 
hours to make, fry and decorate 
the donuts, and open for busi-
ness at 8:00 a.m. They stay open 
until 11:00 a.m. or sometimes 
11:30 a.m.

Mass Hole Donuts makes sin-
gles, but since they are all about 
variety, the most popular packs 

they sell are 3-packs ($7), 6-packs 
($14), and 12-packs ($26). 

They sell hot and cold coffee 
that they get from Broadsheet 
Roaster right in Somerville. 
There’s also merchandise like 
branded t-shirts, hats and mugs.

Recently Mass Hole Donuts 
has been opening on Friday nights 
to make hot donut sundaes. It’s 
been popular, so during the Au-

tumn, it may happen more than 
just on Fridays, Gladstone said.

Mass Hole Donuts offers cor-
porate catering and can make 
custom donut holes for clients. 
As an example, for Harvard, 
Mass Hole Donuts came up with 
the Crimson Donut Hole.

“We can create new donut fla-
vors or looks for weddings and 
clients,” Gladstone said.

Everybody’s going nuts about Mass Hole Donuts CONT. FROM PG 1

The New-Berry Street Chocolate Cake Donut.

Sometimes they get silly and dress up in bear outfits.
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Animal Control receives
citation for no-kill status

By Harry Kane

Somerville Animal Control 
department received a nation-
al award from an organization 
called Best Friends Animal So-
ciety earlier this year for reach-
ing a benchmark goal in 2023 
with a 90 percent no-kill rate of 
dogs and cats.

In addition to the award from 
the Best Friends network, An-
imal Control Officers Rachel 
Taylor and Haley LaMonte 
were presented with a citation 
for recognition of maintaining 
and achieving a no-kill status 
at the August 22 Somerville 
City Council meeting as an of-
fering of commendation for the 
achievement of saving at-risk 
canines and felines.

“I brought forward this ci-
tation recognizing the Animal 
Control department for receiv-
ing that award,” said City Coun-
cilor At-Large Kristen Strezo. 
“I thought it was important to 
commemorate, because we have 
to celebrate the win.”

In 2023, 415,000 dogs and cats 
were killed in shelters across the 

United States due to homeless-
ness, according to Best Friends 
Animal Society.

Best Friends Animal Society 
is a non-profit organization that 
operates the nation’s largest sanc-
tuary for homeless animals and 
provides adoption, spay/neuter 
and educational programs.

Somerville’s Animal Control 
department processed a com-
bined total of 107 dogs and 
cats at their kennel in 2023. 
Sadly, four cats and two dogs 
were humanely euthanized as a 
result of veterinary recommen-
dation primarily due to illness 
or severe injury.

This is the first year that the 
City of Somerville Animal Con-
trol department has received the 
no-kill status. To be considered 
no-kill, a shelter must have at 
least a 90 percent placement rate 
for the cats and dogs in their care.

The job of an Animal Con-
trol Officer or ACO involves 
responding to calls about sick, 
injured and potentially danger-
ous domestic and wild animals 
roaming at large, and providing 
transportation to the Massachu-

setts Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals or a veteri-
narian as necessary.

The department enforces the 
city's regulations against cruelty 
to animals and handles cases of 
abandoned or unclaimed ani-
mals. If warranted, officers will 
take custody of a neglected or 
cruelly treated animal.

As the city's animal inspector, 
the ACO department manages 
bite reports and follows up with 
any necessary prosecution. They 
maintain the city kennel, and 
unclaimed dogs are required to 
be held for 10 days prior to be-
ing transported to a viable adop-
tion program, according to the 
City of Somerville.

Before the citation was pre-
sented at the City Council meet-
ing, a letter was read aloud, which 
was written by Julie Castle, Chief 
Executive Officer of Best Friends 
Animal Society.

“I want to congratulate 
Somerville Animal Control 
on achieving a 90 percent save 

rate for the 2023 calendar year. 
You’ve joined an elite group of 
organizations across the country 
who are leading the way toward 
making us a no-kill nation,” said 
Castle in the letter.

An orange and white plaque, 
which says, WE ARE A NO-
KILL SHELTER 2023, now 
hangs on the wall at Somerville 
Animal Control, and is a repre-
sentation of the dedication and 
milestone the city has reached 
within the broader animal wel-
fare movement.

In most cases, Officers Taylor 
and LaMonte capture and im-
pound roaming or wandering 
cats and dogs, and later return 
them to their homes. 

“Most of the time we are able 
to find their owner,” said Officer 
LaMonte. “There have been a 
couple of instances of an aban-
doned animal where we are not 
able to find an owner.”

If stray dogs or feral cats are 
not claimed after a hold period 
they typically go through an eval-

uation for adoption or transfer to 
a rescue organization. 

Animal Control provides hu-
mane refuge to homeless, aban-
doned and surrendered cats 
and dogs. The hope is to find 
caring people to adopt, foster, 
donate, volunteer and advocate 
to help save the lives of pets in 
Somerville.

Both Officers Taylor and LaM-
onte work tirelessly to provide 
for the community and animals 
in their time of need.

“I hope we can keep that status 
every year,” said Officer LaMonte. 
“That’s the goal.”

ACO Haley Lamonte (3 years service) and Rachel Taylor (15 years service) received recognition after achieving no-kill status at 
shelter for the first time ever.
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
Volume 49 – Report No. 35 • August 26-30, 2024 • Copyright © 2024 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: There were no roll call 
votes in the House or Senate last week. This week, Beacon 
Hill Roll Call reports local senators’ roll call attendance re-
cords for the 2024 session through August 30.

The Senate has held 150 roll calls so far in the 2024 ses-
sion. Beacon Hill Roll Call tabulates the number of roll 
calls on which each senator voted and then calculates that 
number as a percentage of the total roll call votes held. 
That percentage is the number referred to as the roll call 
attendance record.

Thirty-six (90 percent) of the current 40 senators did not 
miss any roll calls and have 100 percent roll call atten-
dance records.
 
Four (10 percent) of the 40 senators missed one or more 
roll calls.

It is a Senate tradition that the Senate president only votes 
occasionally. Current Senate President Karen Spilka follows 
that tradition and only voted on 28 (18.7 percent) of the 150 
roll calls while not voting on 122 (81.3 percent) of them.

Sen. Mike Rush (D-West Roxbury) missed 14 roll calls 
for a roll call attendance record of 90.6 percent.

Sen. Mike Barrett (D-Lexington) missed three roll calls 
resulting in a 98 percent roll call attendance record.

Sen. Liz Miranda (D-Boston) missed one roll call result-
ing in a 99.3 percent roll call attendance record.

Beacon Hill Roll Call contacted Rush, Barrett and Miran-
da asking why they missed some roll calls. Here are their 
responses:

Sen. Mike Rush: “I am one of three members of the Senate 
who are active reservists. On April 25th, June 6th and June 
13th, I was on orders with the United States Navy and as 
a result was unable to participate in roll call votes during 
session. I had submitted letters to the Clerk of the Senate 
to be included in the Senate Journal stating this fact and 
recording how I would have voted had I been present.”

Sen. Mike Barrett: “I was drafting the Senate's climate bill, 
exacting work that occasionally had me missing a roll call.”

Sen. Liz Miranda: “I missed one roll call because I actually 
came late into the chamber, from my office while dealing 
with an emergency constituent issue. I submitted a letter 
when I arrived moments after.”

SENATORS’ 2024 ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 

RECORDS THROUGH AUGUST 30, 2024
The percentage listed next to the senator’s name is the 
percentage of roll call votes on which the senator voted. 
The number in parentheses represents the number of roll 
calls that he or she missed.

 Sen. Patricia Jehlen 100 percent (0)

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL (S 1666) – The 
House gave initial approval to a bill that would allow pub-
lic safety personnel with impaired health, presumed to 
have suffered in the line of duty, to submit an affidavit at-
testing that he or she did undergo a physical examination 
on entry into service, if their employer failed to maintain 
such records. 

"Public safety personnel like police and firefighters that 
are injured in the line of duty or suffer illness due to 
their occupation shouldn't have to jump through hoops 
or navigate red tape if their employer fails to maintain 
proper medical records documenting their service,” said 
sponsor Sen. Paul Feeney (D-Foxborough).  “I am proud 
to have filed this legislation to help relieve public safety 
officials of the undue burden of proving an occupational 
presumption when through no fault of their own, their 
medical records have been lost or damaged by their em-
ploying department.

PROTECT CATS AND DOGS (S 2908) – The 
House gave initial approval to legislation that would pro-
hibit the sale or transfer of any puppies and kittens under 
eight weeks old. Violators would be fined $100 per animal.

When the animal is more than eight weeks old, the out-
right ban is lifted and replaced with a section that would 
prohibit the sale or transfer of any dogs or cats at speci-
fied outdoor locations, such as flea markets and roadsides. 
This prohibition would not apply to the transfer of a dog 
or cat by, or to, a shelter, animal control or animal rescue; 
or to the display of a dog or cat as part of a state or coun-
ty fair exhibition, a 4-H program or similar exhibition or 
educational program. Violators would be fined $50 per 
animal for a first offense, $100 for a second offense and 
$300 for a third and subsequent offenses.

“Passing this legislation would represent an end to the sup-
ply-and-demand relationship between Massachusetts and 
puppy mills and give these animals a better opportunity 
at finding a home,” said Sen. Patrick O’Connor (R-Wey-
mouth), a sponsor of an earlier version of the measure. “I 
am a longtime supporter of animal protection issues, even 
before I ran for Senate. I have co-sponsored many animal 

protection bills and I am focused on protecting animals as 
some of the most vulnerable members of our society. All 
animals deserve to be treated with respect and dignity and 
I am proud to be a voice for animal rights on Beacon Hill.”

"As an animal lover I have been proud to support ani-
mal welfare legislation throughout my legislative career 
including sponsoring [this bill],” said Sen. John Velis 
(D-Westfield), another sponsor of an earlier version of the 
measure. “At the most fundamental level this bill seeks to 
prevent a variety of health issues among dogs and cats be-
cause they were prematurely separated from their mother 
or sold at inappropriate locations such as along the side of 
a road. I am thrilled that this bill is currently 
being considered by the House of Representatives follow-
ing its passage in the Senate a few weeks ago.”

The bill still needs additional approval by both the House 
and Senate prior to it going to Gov. Maura Healey for her 
signature.

RENAME THE MASSACHUSETTS REHABILI-
TATION COMMISSION (S 2941) – The Senate ap-
proved legislation that would rename the Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation Commission to MassAbility, a change that 
supporters say will better and properly define the agen-
cy’s role in supporting residents with disabilities to live 
independently. In April, the House approved a different 
version of the bill and the Senate version now goes to the 
House for consideration.
 
   Supporters said the name change reflects the intention 
of the commission to empower individuals living with dis-
abilities and move away from outdated terminology as the 
office undergoes broad changes toward a more expansive 
model for disability employment services and indepen-
dent living. They noted that the legislation also removes 
offensive terminology in current Massachusetts law refer-
ring to people with disabilities.

“This legislation is not just a name change but a mission 
enhancement,” said Sen. Nick Collins, Senate Chair of 
the Committee on State Administration and Regulato-
ry Oversight. “By defining the commonwealth’s response 
now with emphasis on the abilities of our citizens, we are 
taking the MassAbility Commission in a new proactive, 
positive direction to better serve the community’s needs.”

“This historic legislation represents the state's commit-
ment to propelling the disability movement forward,” said 
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commissioner Toni Wolf. 
“Language has the power to shape people and culture, 
tackle stigmas, biases and stereotypes. For too long, the 
words we’ve used have not reflected the Continued on page 16
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COMMENTARY

Happy birthday this week to several 
locals: Happy birthday to local real-
tor Stephen Bremis. We wish a great 
birthday. Happy birthday to Jodi Gallo. 
We wish her the very best of birthdays. 
Happy birthday to Juscelia LoRusso 
of Juscelia's Cakes. She makes the best 
cakes around. Happy Birthday to Nan-
cy Gaudet-Bacci, who is celebrating this 
week. We wish her a great birthday. We 
wish all of our Facebook friends, such as 
Patty Oppedisano, Nick Stavre, Guill-
ermo Hamlin, Billy Harrison, Paul 
Mercier, Judith Medeiros, Joe Fother-
gill, Sabrina Faria Caprigno and Da-
vid Roberts a very happy birthday. We 

hope everyone has a great day. To all the 
others we may have missed, we sincerely 
wish them the very best of birthdays.

******************************
Somerville Public Schools are now in 
session for the 2024/2025 school year. 
Visit SPS district website calendar for 
more information: https://somerville.
k12.ma.us/events/calendar. Visit the 
2024–2025 School Year Calendar page 
for an English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
or Haitian Creole calendar to print: 
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/school-
yearcalendar. Visit the Food and Nu-
trition Services Department page for 
school meal menus. Breakfast and lunch 

are free for all students: https://somer-
ville.k12.ma.us/fnsd.

******************************
Somerville’s DPW, through the Procure-
ment Department, is seeking contractors 
to provide snow plowing services for the 
city from October 15, 2024 to June 30, 
2026. Interested vendors may obtain a 
Request for Application (RFA) packet 
from the Procurement Department web 
page, or by emailing a request to procure-
ment@somervillema.gov. Vendors must 
return their completed RFA packet by 
Thursday, September 19, 2024, at 2:00 
pm for early contract offers.

******************************

On Monday, September 9, the West 
Branch Library, 40 College Ave., will 
host Bad Art Night. Let your enthusiasm 
run wild and create with no expectations. 
They’ll provide a variety of materials and 
then you can go wild creating your mas-
terpiece. This month's theme is "Back 
to School." This program is intended 
for adults. Learn more and register at 
https://tinyurl.com/bddznau9.

******************************
School is back in session and this year the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition is ask-
ing for crucial donations of school sup-
plies for their young student clients and 
their families. Right

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
If there is one thing that most Somerville 
residents can agree on it's the importance 
of supporting initiatives that help solve the 
problem of addiction and recovery in our 
community and others.

In recognition of International Over-
dose Awareness Day (IOAD) on Satur-
day, August 31, and National Recovery 
Month in September, advocates and of-
ficials in Somerville have united in their 

call for Somervillians to observe both 
events in a few simple but powerful ways. 
From displaying purple lights and rib-
bons to attending vigils and events, resi-
dents can send a message of support and 
hope for recovery.

On Thursday, September 5, the City of 
Somerville will plant 14 purple flags on 
the Highland Avenue side of City Hall, 
representing the 14 Somerville residents 

who passed away from an opioid-related 
overdose in 2023. One larger flag will also 
be planted, representing all those lost in 
prior years.

Purple lights will also light up City Hall 
in recognition of Recovery Month. The 
flag and light displays will remain for the 
entire month of September.

Somerville Prevention staff will host 
Narcan Distribution Events and trainings 

to distribute free overdose prevention in-
formation and harm reduction materials. 
These include the overdose-reversing na-
sal spray naloxone (often referred to as 
Narcan), Fentanyl test strips, CPR face 
shields, and syringe disposal boxes.

Going purple is one way we can all share 
in the effort to make a difference in the 
struggle to curb addiction and support 
those in recovery. Let's all join in.

Continued on page 21



8••SEPTEMBER 4, 2024

FUN & GAMES

Ms. Cam’s

#939Olio - (noun) A miscellaneous 
mixture, hodgepodge

1. What is the oldest 
stone building in Mas-
sachusetts?

2. When was the NFL 
founded?

3. Which 1960s sitcom 
featured a witch mar-
ried to a mortal man?

4. What is different 
about September com-
pared to every other 
calendar month?

5. What kind of moon 
can you expect to see 
in September?

6. Who was the only 
U.S. President born in 
September?

7. What is the name 
of the dinosaur in the 

movie The Good Dino-
saur?

8. How many points 
win a game in badmin-
ton?

9. What was the first 
television show to 
depict a pregnancy 
storyline?

10. Who plays Barbie 
in the 2024 live-action 
film?

11. What are the 
national sports of 
Canada?

12. In the TV show 
The Addams Family, 
what was the name of 
the family’s butler?

Answers on page 14

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

AT THE SUPERMARKET

ACROSS

1. Marriott hotel chain

6. Lockheed Martin Corporation @NYSE

9. Desert in central Asia

13. Tinder user?

14. Distinctive period in history

15. Munchausen's title

16. Likewise

17. Campfire leftover

18. Jason Bateman/Laura Linney TV drama

19. Traditionally clipped

21. OS in POS at the supermarket

23. Bro's sibling

24. "____ there, done that"

25. T in Greek

28. FBI's cold one

30. Windshield ____, pl.

35. "The ____ for Red October"

37. Coach of Dallas Mavericks

39. Bow's partner

40. Black and white killer

41. Be in accord

43. First word in fairy tale

44. Formerly known as Pleasant Island

46. Long-lasting Steelers coach

47. TV's "man named Brady"

48. GO in BOGO

50. French "place"

52. 6th sense

53. Adored one

55. What cruelty and crush have in common

57. Dairy aisle package

60. S&H Green ____

63. Non motorized vessel

64. I have

66. Nev.'s neighbor

68. Offspring, collectively

69. Rank above maj.

70. Visual

71. QBR in football, e.g.

72. Will Ferrell's Christmas classic

73. Like a gymnast

DOWN

1. *What registers do

2. Nonclerical

3. Football legend Graham

4. Unborn vertebrate

5. ____ of Cancer

6. Like freezer aisle "Cuisine"

7. "____ Robinson" by Simon & Garfunkel

8. California/Nevada lake

9. Mediterranean Strip

10. Not written

11. Dull one

12. Pen juice

15. Home to Sarajevo

20. Port city in Japan

22. Like marines in slogan

24. Cowboy's bedding

25. Flip-flop

26. Plural of aura

27. Adam Sandler's "____ Gems"

29. Manual communication gesture

31. High school ball

32. Bert's TV buddy

33. Ice in a cocktail

34. TV's "Supermarket ____"

36. Tropical tuber

38. *Sliced items section

42. Choose a president

45. "____ we stand, divided we fall"

49. Tokyo, once

51. Adenine's partner in RNA

54. Chilled (2 words)

56. Savory taste sensation

57. Rolling supermarket carrier

58. Dwarf buffalo

59. Type of canal, in dentistry

60. Ego's main concern

61. Surveyor's map

62. Accompanies relief

63. "Big Three" TV network

65. Radio knob, abbr.

67. ATM extra

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. Your fingernails grow faster on your dominant hand.
2. Sloths can hold their breath for longer than dolphins.
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How old is Somerville? It depends on how you measure 
it. If you use the European settlement or when it was part 
of Charlestown as your barometer, it would date from 
1628. If you use the time that it separated from Charles-
town, it would be 1842. If you use when it became a city, 
it would be 1872. 

Actually, these years are but seconds and micro seconds 
in her real age. The topography, or top layers of most of 
Somerville’s soil, was deposited here by glaciers roughly 
14 to 15 thousand years ago. As old as this topsoil de-
scription sounds, its age is incredibly minute compared to 
Somerville slate or Somerville bluestone, as it is known. 
Slate is old – 450 to 600 million years old. It predates 
humans, dinosaurs, and insects. The deep bedrock of 
Somerville is slate. 

Its most prominent location surfaces at Quarry Hill on 
the edge of Powder House Square. Somerville bluestone 
was quarried from this location and brought to Union 
Square where it was cut for distribution.

Look around a bit, and 
you will find this slate 
throughout the city. Hun-
dreds of homes sit on 
slate foundations and are 
covered by slate roofs. 
Throughout the years, 
Somerville bluestone has 
been used for walls, side-
walks and flagstone garden 
pavers in Somerville, Boston and elsewhere. Churches, 
schools, and firehouses across the city were built or par-
tially built with Somerville slate.

The Somerville Times 
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle Feathers #312

Continued on page 23

The Sentinel
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

This article first appeared in the September 
3, 2014 edition of The Somerville Times

Happy birthday Claudia!

Long time Somerville resident and The Somerville Times photographer, Claudia Ferro, celebrated her 
80th birthday on Monday of this week. All of her family and extended family came out to celebrate 
her special day. We wish her many more happy years to come.

 Follow us on X/Twitter
 @somervilletimes
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:

www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY

PHONE: 857-488-5138

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS 

IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US

BY 12 PM MONDAY

PHONE: 857-488-5138

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING 

& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE

MAYOR

THOMAS F. GALLIGANI, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a 
public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at 
6:45pm on the following applications, in accordance with the Histor-
ic Districts Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, as 
amended, and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. II, Chap. 
7, Sections 7-16 – 7-28.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting of the Historic 
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation. 
An audio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request 
to historic@somervillema.gov. 

TO USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0E7IatgLTYiO73h_a6ZKaQ

Webinar ID: 897 8396 3976

TO CALL IN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in 
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING 
COMPONENT

Alterations to Local Historic District (LHD) Properties

HP24-000044 - 53 Moore Street
Applicant: Susan Miller
Owner: Susan Miller
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter an LHD 
property by replacing windows.

DETERMINATIONS OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE (STEP 1 IN THE DEM-
OLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP24-000076 - 35 Cedar Street
Applicant: Mazel Tov LLC
Owner: John J. Malin
The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a 
minimum of 75 years ago.

Case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases.
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda (post-
ed 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or email 
historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be heard. 
Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written comments due 
to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one week prior 
to the meeting date. Email historic@somervillema.gov with inquiries.

8/28/24, 9/4/24 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hearing on 
Thursday, September 19, 2024, at 6:00pm through Zoom. 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting of the Planning 
Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio recording of 
these proceedings will be available upon request to 
planningboard@somervillema.gov. 

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_57Ho-m3ZSPajBTMFRWW9sQ
Webinar ID: 879 5177 7209

TO CALL IN
An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in 
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

74 Middlesex Ave Goulston & Storrs PC seeks to revise the condition 
 language of case #MPSP 2020-0001 (also previously 
 referenced as DRA #2020-0162) in the Assembly Square 
 Mixed-use District (ASMD), which requires an amendment to 
 the Special Permit.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at 
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.
Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at the 
hearing or by submitting written comments by email to 
PlanningBoard@somervillema.gov.

9/4/24 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual public 
hearing on Wednesday, September 18, 2024, at 6:00pm through Zoom. 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to 
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vLzn1X4WRba-Gg2kNZsQtg
Webinar ID: 823 1383 0346

TO CALL IN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in 
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A 
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

23 Oak Street Mix Design and Development seeks zoning relief 
 from the rear yard setback for a rear addition in a 
 Neighborhood Residence (NR) district, which 
 requires a Hardship Variance.

8 Montrose Court ThoughtCraft Architects LLC seeks zoning relief 
 from the secondary front setback requirement for 
 a Detached Triple Decker in the Neighborhood 
 Residence (NR) district, which requires a 
 Hardship Variance.

8 Montrose Court ThoughtCraft Architects LLC seeks zoning relief 
 from the lot width requirement for a Detached 
 Triple Decker in the Neighborhood Residence (NR) 
 district, which requires a Hardship Variance.

8 Montrose Court ThoughtCraft Architects LLC seeks zoning relief 
 from the building width requirement for a 
 Detached Triple Decker in the Neighborhood 
 Residence (NR) district, which requires a 
 Hardship Variance.

483 Broadway Babbitt Design seeks zoning relief from the 12-foot 
 curb setback requirement in the MR4 district, 
 which requires a Hardship Variance.

483 Broadway Babbitt Design seeks zoning relief from the 30-
 foot commercial space depth requirement in the 
 MR4 district, which requires a Hardship Variance.

483 Broadway Babbitt Design seeks zoning relief from 12-foot 
 sidewalk requirement in the MR4 district, which 
 requires a Hardship Variance.

483 Broadway Babbitt Design seeks zoning relief from the 
 minimum 2-foot front setback requirement in the 
 MR4 district, which requires a Hardship Variance.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by email to 
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

9/4/24 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB #25-10

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 
Services Department, Invites Bids for:

On-Call Plumbing Services for Municipal Buildings and Schools

A bid package may be obtained online at:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/procurement-and-contracting-services
or from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress page at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
September 4th, 2024. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS De-
partment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 
or via Bid Express until: 1:00 pm, Thursday, September 19th, 2024. The 
Chief Procurement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all propos-
als if, in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville 
would be served by so doing.

Please email Sonia Castro scastro@somervillema.gov for more infor-
mation.

Sonia Castro
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407

9/4/24 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
DEPARTMENT OF PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES

RFA#25-07

Somerville’s DPW, through the Procurement Department, is seeking 
contractors to provide snow plowing services for the city:

SNOW PLOWING October 15, 2024-June 30, 2026

Interested vendors may obtain a Request for Application (RFA) packet 
from the Procurement Department by downloading from our webpage: 

Procurement webpage or request by email: 
procurement@somervillema.gov

RFA packets will be available on or after Wednesday September 4th, 2024.

Vendors must return their completed RFA packet by 
Thursday, September 19th, 2024, at 2:00 pm for early contract offers

9/4/24 The Somerville Times
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our
website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP 25-08

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 
Services Department, invites sealed proposals for:

Comprehensive Health Data Management Software

A RFP package may be obtained online at 
https://www.bidexpress.com/businesses/33100/home, 
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or from the PCS Depart-
ment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on 
or after Wednesday, September 4th, 2024.

Sealed proposals will be received at the above office or via BidExpress 
until: 2:30 pm, Wednesday, September 25th, 2024. The Chief Procure-
ment Officer reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, in her 
sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

Please email Thupten Chukhatsang at procurement@somervillema.gov 
for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3400

9/4/24 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
LICENSING COMMISSION

There will be a Public Hearing before the Licensing Commission on 
Tuesday, September 17, 2024, at 6:00 PM, on the following Application(s):
Application of Wine and Malt License, Common Victualer, Entertain-
ment by Devices Indoors, and Sunday Hours for Seoulbanjum Inc d/b/a 
Bukkyung at 9A Union Square.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting may be conduct-
ed via remote participation, online in a webinar hosted on the Zoom 
platform.

You have three ways to be heard at this meeting:

1. In person in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor City Hall, 93 
 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143.
2. Virtually through the Zoom platform.  Enter this link exactly as it 
 appears into your internet browser anytime before the meeting: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bgQgb6_ORUy3axjVfZWByg 

 You can also find this link on the city website’s calendar. You will 
 then be asked to register, and after registering, you will receive an 
 email with instructions to join the webinar.
3. If you are unable to attend but wish to be heard, you may send 
 written comments by US mail to the Executive Secretary at 93 
 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143, or by email to 
 licensing@somervillema.gov. Your comments must arrive no later 
 than 12 Noon on the day of the Hearing, in order to be sure they are 
 conveyed to the Commission.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

ANDREA R. TORRES, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
LICENSING@SOMERVILLEMA.GOV

9/4/24 The Somerville Times

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call
857-488-5138

Despite loss at the polls, first-time 
candidate Kathleen Hornby makes 
waves in Somerville State Rep race
Statement on Election Results from Kathleen Hornby’s Campaign:

Though the outcome of today’s election for Somerville State Represen-
tative (27th Middlesex District) was disappointing, first-time candidate 
Kathleen Hornby made an impressive showing, becoming an influential 
voice in the conversation about what progressive democratic leadership 
should look like. “I got into this race because I believe Somerville deserves 
effective leadership at the State House,” she said. She focused her cam-
paign on bringing state funding to the district, being radically transpar-
ent with voters, and using all the tools of government to drive policies 
that improve residents’ lives. (It clearly resonated with her supporters; she 
handily out-raised her opponent.) 

In Massachusetts, 99% of incumbents win re-election. Incumbency bias 
is strong, and Rep. Uyterhoeven benefitted from all the privileges that 
come with being an establishment candidate. This race was one of only a handful of competitive ones in the state, 
and while Hornby knew it would be an uphill battle, she said, “I’m incredibly proud of the campaign we ran, and 
I look forward to continuing to serve my community.”

To learn more about Hornby, visit www.kathleenhornby.com.

New Somerville Media Center early bird tours this week

In March, Somerville Media Center secured a lease with Rafi Properties for approximately 5000 sqft of 
space at 29 Properzi Way in Somerville. The new facility will be located in the Somernova campus among 
a number of buildings that are part of a proposed future development project.  SMC contracted with ar-
chitectural firm Studio Troika to design and oversee construction and have chosen Menemsha Solutions 
as a general contractor.

Both groups have been excellent partners to SMC through this process and have been very responsive to the 
community and technology-oriented needs of our organization.  Permit applications have been filed with the 
City of Somerville and hammers are anticipated to swing shortly after September 9.

If you're interested in getting the first look at the future Somerville Media Center then come tour the vacant 
space before demolition begins next week. We know many of you have wanted details about the plans and 
construction and here is our first chance to share it all. Tours will be led by SMC's new executive director, Sean 
Effel. You will be impressed by the potential of the new facility and surprised to see the progress in future con-
struction tours. Take your pick of two times this week - and bring your cameras.

• Wednesday, September 4, 5:30 p.m.
• Friday, September 6, 4:00 p.m.

Please RSVP to director@somervillemedia.org with your choice of date and the number of people coming with you.
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Somerville Commemorates Powder Alarm of 1774
By Fred Bernardin

On Sunday September 1, the 
10th and 4th British regiments 
marched from Trum Field down 
Broadway to the Powder House 
at Nathan Tufts Park to com-
memorate the 250th anniversa-
ry of the Powder Alarm, which 
resulted when British troops re-
moved gunpowder for safekeep-
ing in Boston’s Castle William 
(since renamed Fort Indepen-
dence) in the Boston Harbor.

The event commemorates an 
early morning raid by about 250 
British troops, who landed in 
Ten Hills near the Blessing of 
the Bay Boathouse. Although 
the raid itself was uneventful, 
the repercussions of this raid 
led to the “Shot heard round 
the world” the following spring. 
As a direct result of the Pow-

der Alarm, and the resulting 
increased tensions between the 
Colonists and the British Crown, 
the Minutemen and a network of 
horseback messengers were put 
into higher readiness.

This past Sunday, a much-re-
duced contingent of British 
troops arrived well after sunrise 
to the less-than-courteous wel-
come of several hundred onlook-
ers. The reenactment by cos-
tumed reenactors included the 
reading of proclamations made 
by the original key players such 
as Governor Thomas Gage and 
Major-General William Brattle. 
The reenactment of the Powder 
Alarm was followed by a Liv-
ing History Fair, Docent Tours 
of the Powder House, as well 
as several activities and games.  
Against a background of food 
and music inspired by the revo-

lutionary era, dancing took place 
as well as conversations with 
and between the participants, 
who provided their perspectives 
on the historical events and on 
their participation. 

Grace Bryan, the Historic 
Events Manager at the Somer-
ville Museum, said that the plan-
ning for this event began in Feb-
ruary when she was contacted 
by members of the community 
interested in commemorating 
this important historical anniver-
sary. She was able to draw on a 
vibrant community of Somerville 
residents who actively and regu-
larly participate in revolutionary 
war era reenactments and com-
memorations. She also was able 
to make use of funding from the 
City of Somerville to help make 
this event happen.

Army veteran Lawrence Will-

werth, a life-long Somerville 
resident shared the importance 
he sees in educating the public 
about the history that binds us 
together as a nation, particularly 
in the present divisive political 
atmosphere. Willwerth played 
the role of a narrator to help fill 
in the historical context of the 
proclamations by Gage and Brat-
tle; he participates regularly in 
Somerville historical events and 
was dressed for the part although 
he does not consider himself a 
“reenactor.”

Dan Breen, Somerville resident 
and professor of Legal Studies at 
Brandeis University, attended 
the event and emphasized that 
the Powder Alarm was a pivot-
al moment in which the British 
over-reaction which drove many 
of the less radical colonists to 
align themselves with the more 

radical elements responsible for 
the Boston Tea Party which took 
place that previous December. 
Breen presented a lecture on the 
Powder Alarm at the Somer-
ville Museum on May 23, 2024, 
(available at https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=G3vfBQi-
V93c) in which he fully explains 
the importance of this event.

The Powder Alarm com-
memoration is one of many 
“semiquincentennial” events 
taking place, including the next 
Patriot’s Day celebration. For 
Somerville residents interest-
ed in the revolutionary war era, 
the next major event (also orga-
nized by the Somerville Muse-
um) is the Ghosts of Somerville 
tour of the Milk Row Cemetery 
in Union Square during the 
SomerStreets Monster Mash on 
October 20.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled-it 
doesn't matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-866-258-
6720

EMPLOYMENT

My Dental Lawrence PLLC seeks 
a Dentist with DMD, DDS, relat-
ed degree + License to Practice 
Dentistry in MA. Duties include: 
Diagnose & treat patients, Ad-
minister anesthesia, Use dental 
tools, Preventive care advice, Fit 
prosthodontics, Prescribe meds, 
Pulp treatment. Location: Law-
rence, MA. Resumes: traciej@
mydentalcares.com

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free 
Consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Apartment for rent: Somerville, 
1 bedroom available 7/1/2024. 
W/W, EIK. $1500./month. Call 
Jim,617-429-0947

Warm Weather Is Year Round In 
Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out 
to the beach. 3-Bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information.

FOR SALE

YOU'LL WANT TO USE THIS 
TIMESHARE. Orange Lake, 
Florida. Near Disney. Weeks 8 
& 9 (February) One floor living 
with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, full 
kitchen, laundry. Purchase both 
for $19,000. Call 978.371.2442 or 
email carol@actionunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

Dental insurance from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- not just a discount plan. Get 
your free  Information Kit with 
details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! 

Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-
929-9587

HOME SERVICES

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? 
Got Storm Damage? You need a 
local expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work. 
Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage 
and mold growth in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect your 
fami-ly and your home's value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-452-1183

CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options 
like senior-living communities 
and in-home care? Caring.com's 
Family Advisors are here to help 
take the guesswork out of se-
nior care for you and your fami-
ly. Call for your FREE, no-obliga-
tion consultation:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100. Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-833-800-0411

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some Restrictions Ap-
ply. Promo Expires 01/31/2024. 
1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
723-0883

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping 
and handling. Call Maxsip Tele-

com today! 1-877-559-8698

HUGHESNET SATELLITE IN-
TERNET Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call Today for speeds up 
to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! 
$75 gift card, terms apply. 1-877-
459-1615

SAFE STEP North America's #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe-Step 1-844-
610-9711

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
re-ceive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protec-tion. Schedule free Le-
afFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-
610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author’s guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply.  Promo Expires 12/31/24. 
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America's #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our free shower package & 
$1600 off - limited time! Fi-nanc-
ing available. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, America's premier 
mobile medical alert system. 

Whether you're home or away. 
For safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

Free high speed internet if qual-
ified. Govt. pgm for recipients 
of select pgms incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet. Android tablet free 
w/one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package 
& learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-
308-1971

Diagnosed with lung cancer 
& 65+? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. No 
obliga-tion! We've recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 
1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 
10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 

For a limited time, we're cutting 
installation costs in half and 
offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Addi-tional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-
501-3208

_________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but 
rather sup-ply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card num-bers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1. Old Powder House

2. August 20, 1920

3. Bewitched

4. It has the  same amount 
of letters as its calendar 
month, 9

5. Harvest Moon

6. William Taft

7. Arlo

8. 21

9. I Love Lucy

10. Margot Robbie

11. Ice hockey and la-
crosse

12. Lurch

From page 8
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

7:00 AM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24

9:30 AM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin

10:00 AM India Flag Raising Celebration 8-3-24

10:30 AM Congressional Update

11:00 AM Art Beat 2024

12:00 PM SomerViva em Português

12:30 PM Driver's License Info Session em Português

2:00 PM Brickbottom Plan Public Meeting 7-8-24

4:00 PM Jane's Walk 2024

6:00 PM City Council Spotlight: Will Mbah

6:30 PM City Council Meeting 8-22-24

8:35 PM Talking Business: Night Life

9:00 PM Juneteenth Ceremony 2024

10:00 PM SomerViva an Kreyol

10:30 PM Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

12:00 AM SomerViva em Português

12:30 AM Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair

2:00 AM Jane's Walk 2024

7:00 AM People's History Walking Tour of Davis & Ball 

Squares

9:00 AM Spark of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of 

Powder House Alarm

10:30 AM Museo Inmigrante: Mental Health In the 

Latino Community

12:10 PM Senior Circuit: Protective Services

12:31 PM City Council Meeting 8-22-24

3:00 PM City Council Spotlight: Will Mbah

3:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol

4:00 PM Tavern Talk: 190th Anniversary of The Ursuline 

Convent Burning

5:00 PM India Flag Raising Celebration 8-3-24

5:30 PM Art Beat 2024

6:12 PM Grimes Park & 31 Tufts St. Ribbon Cutting

6:35 PM Talking Business: Night Life

7:00 PM Senior Circuit: Protective Services

7:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol

8:00 PM Spark of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of 

Powder House Alarm

9:30 PM Tavern Talk: 190th Anniversary of The Ursuline 

Convent Burning

10:30 PM Congressional Update

11:00 PM Porchfest 2024

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

12:00 AM Disability Pride Flag Raising

12:35 AM Grimes Park & 31 Tufts St. Ribbon Cutting

1:00 AM SomerViva en Espanol

1:30 AM Museo Inmigrante: Mental Health In the 

Latino Community

7:00 AM Sept. 11th Remembrance Ceremony 2023

7:30 AM Chair Yoga w Chris

8:00 AM Porchfest 2024

9:00 AM SomerViva an Kreyol

9:30 AM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin

10:00 AM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24

12:30 PM New England Hong Kong Festival 2024

1:00 PM Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair

2:30 PM Finance Committee of the Whole 6-18-24

6:00 PM City Council Meeting 8-22-24

8:05 PM SomerViva em Português

8:30 PM Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair

10:00 PM Spark of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of 

Powder House Alarm

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

12:00 AM Jane's Walk 2024

1:35 AM National Night Out 2024

2:00 AM How to Lose an Empire: The Road to the 

Powder Alarm

7:00 AM SomerViva em Português

7:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Will Mbah

8:00 AM How to Lose an Empire: The Road to the 

Powder Alarm

9:00 AM National Night Out 2024

9:30 AM India Flag Raising Celebration 8-3-24

10:00 AM Museo Inmigrante: Mental Health In the 

Latino Community

12:00 PM SomerViva en Espanol

12:30 PM Final Pollinator Plan Presentation

1:30 PM Disability Pride Flag Raising

2:05 PM Spark of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of 

Powder House Alarm

4:00 PM Disability Pride Flag Raising

5:00 PM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24

7:30 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin

8:00 PM Phil Reavis: Highlander to Olympian & Beyond

9:10 PM National Night Out 2024

9:30 PM City Council Spotlight: Will Mbah

10:00 PM Congressional Update

10:30 PM How to Lose an Empire: The Road to the 

Powder Alarm

11:30 PM Senior Circuit: Protective Services

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

12:00 AM City Council Meeting 8-22-24

2:05 AM Talking Business: Night Life

2:30 AM Congressional Update

7:00 AM Yoga with Jenn Falk - Practice III

8:00 AM Art Beat 2024

9:00 AM City Council Spotlight: McLaughlin

9:30 AM Brazilian Flag Raising 2024

10:30 AM SomerViva an Kreyol

11:00 AM Haitian Flag Raising Ceremony 2024

12:05 PM Senior Circuit: Protective Services

12:30 PM People's History Walking Tour of Davis & Ball 

Squares

3:00 PM SomerViva em Português

3:30 PM Driver's License Info Session em Português

5:00 PM Brickbottom Plan Public Meeting 7-8-24

7:00 PM Senior Circuit: Protective Services

7:30 PM Brazilian Flag Raising 2024

8:00 PM City Council Spotlight: McLaughlin

8:30 PM Spark of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of 

Powder House Alarm

10:00 PM How to Lose an Empire: The Road to the 

Powder Alarm

11:00 PM Art Beat 2024

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

12:00 AM Somerville Museum: How the GI Bill 

Changed America

1:10 AM Sept. 11th  Remembrance Ceremony 2023

1:30 AM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24

7:00 AM Chair Yoga w/ Janine Duffy

7:30 AM Congressional Update

8:00 AM Brazilian Flag Raising 2024

8:30 AM SomerViva em Português

9:00 AM Tavern Talk: 190th Anniversary of The Ursuline 

Convent Burning

10:00 AM India Flag Raising Celebration 8-3-24

10:30 AM City Council Spotlight: McLaughlin

11:00 AM Porchfest 2024

12:00 PM City Council Meeting 8-22-24

2:30 PM City Council Spotlight: McLaughlin

3:00 PM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24

5:30 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin

7:00 PM School Committee Meeting 9-9-24 – LIVE

11:00 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin

11:30 PM National Night Out 2024

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

12:00 AM Spark of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of 

Powder House Alarm

2:00 AM Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair

7:00 AM National Night Out 2024

7:30 AM Tavern Talk: 190th Anniversary of The Ursuline 

Convent Burning

8:30 AM SomerViva an Kreyol

9:00 AM How to Lose an Empire: The Road to the 

Powder Alarm

10:00 AM Art Beat 2024

11:00 AM Disability Pride Flag Raising

11:35 AM Grimes Park & 31 Tufts St. Ribbon Cutting

12:00 PM Senior Picnic 2023

12:30 PM Finance Committee of the Whole 6-18-24

4:00 PM Tavern Talk: 190th Anniversary of The Ursuline 

Convent Burning

5:00 PM Brazilian Flag Raising 2024

5:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol

6:00 PM New England Hong Kong Festival 2024

6:30 PM Final Pollinator Plan Presentation

7:30 PM City Council Spotlight: McLaughlin

8:00 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin

8:30 PM School Committee Meeting 9-9-24

11:30 PM SomerViva an Kreyol

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

12:00 AM Brazilian Flag Raising 2024

12:30 AM SomerViva em Português

1:00 AM People's History Walking Tour of Davis & Ball 

Squares

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

7:00 AM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony
8:00 AM Argenziano Moving On Ceremony
9:00 AM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication
9:30 AM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising
10:00 AM El Sistema Somerville June Concert
11:00 AM Brown School Moving Forward
12:00 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
1:00 PM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony
2:00 PM SHS Spring Concert & Art Show
4:00 PM Kevin Raymond Memorial Dedication
5:00 PM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
6:30 PM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert
7:00 PM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony
8:00 PM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24
10:30 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin
11:00 PM SHS Girls' GLAX vs Matignon

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

12:30 AM SHS Boys' LAX vs Malden
7:00 AM Kennedy School Spring K–3 Concert
7:30 AM Kevin Raymond Memorial Dedication
8:01 AM WHCS Spring Concert K-3
8:30 AM WHCS Spring Concert gr. 4-8
9:00 AM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert
9:30 AM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
11:00 AM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication
11:30 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
1:00 PM East Somerville Moving On Ceremony
2:32 PM Intramural Boys Basketball Championship
4:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball Championship
5:00 PM SHS Multicultural Fair
5:30 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin
6:00 PM WHCS Spring Concert K-3
6:30 PM WHCS Spring Concert gr. 4-8
7:00 PM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert

7:30 PM SHS Girls Soccer v Cambridge 9-3-24
9:30 PM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
11:00 PM SHS Baseball vs Milton

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

12:30 AM SHS Staff vs Student Basketball Game
7:00 AM Kennedy School Spring K–3 Concert
7:30 AM WHCS Spring Concert K-3
8:00 AM WHCS Spring Concert gr. 4-8
8:30 AM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert
9:00 AM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24
12:00 PM SHS Girls Soccer v Cambridge 9-3-24
2:02 PM Intramural Boys Basketball Championship
3:30 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball Championship
4:30 PM SHS Multicultural Fair
5:00 PM Kennedy School Spring K–3 Concert
5:30 PM WHCS Spring Concert K-3
6:00 PM WHCS Spring Concert gr. 4-8
6:30 PM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert
7:00 PM SCALE Graduation & Awards Night
8:30 PM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication
9:00 PM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
10:30 PM East Somerville Moving On Ceremony

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

12:02 AM Intramural Boys Basketball Championship
1:30 AM Intramural Girls' Basketball Championship
2:30 AM SHS Multicultural Fair
8:00 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
9:30 AM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
10:05 AM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony
11:00 AM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication
12:00 PM East Somerville Moving On Ceremony
2:00 PM SHS Spring Concert & Art Show
4:00 PM Argenziano School Moving On 2024
5:00 PM Kevin Raymond Memorial Dedication
5:31 PM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert

6:00 PM SHS Boys Soccer v Revere 9-5-24
8:30 PM School Committee Update: Ilana Krepchin
9:00 PM SHS Boys' LAX vs Malden
10:35 PM SHS Staff vs Student Basketball Game

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

12:00 AM SHS Football vs Everett 10-11-97
2:30 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
3:40 AM Kevin Raymond Memorial Dedication
8:30 AM Healey School Moving On Ceremony
10:00 AM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising
10:30 AM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication
11:00 AM Intramural Boys Basketball Championship
12:30 PM SHS Boys Soccer v Revere 9-5-24
2:30 PM Kennedy School Spring K–3 Concert
3:00 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
3:35 PM Argenziano School Moving On 2024
4:30 PM SHS Girls' LAX vs Medford
6:30 PM School Committee Meeting 8-26-24
9:00 PM SHS Footbal v Boston English 9-6-24
11:30 PM Kennedy School Spring 4–8 Concert

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

12:30 AM Kennedy School Spring K–3 Concert
1:00 AM WSNS Moving On Ceremony
1:35 AM Argenziano School Moving On 2024
2:30 AM SHS Girls' LAX vs Medford
7:00 AM SHS Boys' LAX vs Watertown
9:00 AM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert
9:30 AM Healey School K-1st Spring Concert
10:00 AM SHS Footbal v Boston English 9-6-24
12:00 PM SHS Graduation 2024
1:30 PM Intramural Boys Basketball Championship
3:00 PM Intramural Girls' Basketball Championship
4:00 PM Brown School Spring Concert
5:30 PM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert

6:00 PM SHS Boys' LAX vs Watertown

8:00 PM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert

8:30 PM Healey School K-1st Spring Concert

9:00 PM SHS Girls Soccer v Cambridge 9-3-24

11:00 PM SHS Graduation 2024

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

12:30 AM Intramural Boys Basketball Championship

2:00 AM Intramural Girls' Basketball Championship

3:00 AM Brown School Spring Concert

4:30 AM SHS Chamber Ensemble Concert

7:30 AM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony

8:30 AM Argenziano Moving On Ceremony

9:30 AM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication

10:00 AM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising

10:30 AM El Sistema Somerville June Concert

11:30 AM Brown School Moving Forward

12:30 PM WSNS Moving On Ceremony

1:30 PM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony

2:30 PM Argenziano Moving On Ceremony

3:30 PM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication

4:00 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising

4:30 PM El Sistema Somerville June Concert

5:30 PM SHS Boys Soccer v Revere 9-5-24

7:30 PM Winter Hill Moving On Ceremony

8:30 PM Argenziano Moving On Ceremony

 9:30 PM Tarello Chem Labs Dedication

10:00 PM WSNS Juneteenth Flag Raising

10:30 PM El Sistema Somerville June Concert

11:30 PM Brown School Moving Forward

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

12:10 AM SHS Footbal v Boston English 9-6-24

2:30 AM Kennedy School Moving On

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613 
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strengths, resilience and determination of the disability 
community. This legislation changes that. We are changing 
life in Massachusetts for the better, making it more equi-
table, accessible and inclusive for people with disabilities.”

“Every person has the right to live an independent and 
meaningful life regardless of ability, with the same access 
to work, housing and services that every resident de-
serves,” said Senate President Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“This name change reflects the strong work of MassAbil-
ity to deliver that access to every individual who works 
with them. In removing archaic laws, we are taking an 
important step toward making our laws reflective of the 
equitable commonwealth we continue to strive for.”

LONG TERM CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING (H 
5033) – The House and Senate approved and sent to Gov. 
Healey a new version of a bill making changes to the state’s 
long term care and assisted living industry that supporters 
said will make sweeping reforms to these two industries 
and will take a powerful step toward delivering high quali-
ty and safe care for older residents across the state. 

The bill includes provisions related to basic health services 
administered in assisted living facilities and oversight of 
long-term care facilities, including creation of a program 
for the certification, training and oversight of certified 
medication aides who would be authorized to administer 
medications to residents of long-term care facilities; sev-
eral new initiatives to recruit and retain a dedicated long-
term care workforce; allowing assisted living residences to 
offer basic health services such as helping a resident ad-
minister drops, manage their oxygen or take a home di-
agnostic test; giving the Executive Office of Elder Affairs 
new powers to penalize non-compliance by allowing it to 
fine assisted living residences up to $500 per day; and au-
thorizing the attorney general to file a civil action against 
a person who commits abuse, mistreatment or neglect of 
a patient or resident.

Other provisions allow the Department of Public Health 
(DPH) to limit, restrict or revoke a long-term care facili-
ty’s license for cause, such as substantial or sustained fail-
ure to provide adequate care, substantial or sustained fail-
ure to comply with laws or regulations or lack of financial 
capacity to operate a facility; streamline the process for 
small house nursing homes to be licensed;  direct DPH 
to establish and implement training and education pro-
grams on topics such as infection prevention and control, 
resident care plans and staff safety programs; and require 
long-term care facilities to develop individualized out-
break response plans to contain the spread of disease and 
ensure consistent communication with DPH, residents, 
families, and staff.

The measure also would require each long-term care fa-
cility to provide staff training on the rights and care of 
LGBTQ+ older adults and older adults living with HIV; 
forbid any long-term care facility and its staff from dis-
criminating based in whole or in part on a person’s sexual 

orientation, gender identity, gender expression, intersex 
status or HIV status, whether through the denial of ad-
mission, medical or non-medical care, access to restrooms 
or through room assignments.

“This legislation couldn’t have come at a more critical 
time when more oversight and accountability are needed 
in long-term care,” said Rep. Tom Stanley (D-Waltham), 
House chair of the Committee on Elder Affairs. “[The bill] 
marks the first major legislative reform to our long term 
care and assisted living industries in over a quarter of a 
century. This legislation enhances both access to and qual-
ity of care in long-term care settings, tightens suitability 
standards for operators, strengthens supports for the long-
term care workforce and permanently allows assisted living 
residences to offer basic health services to their residents.”

“This landmark legislation is the culmination of years of 
advocacy and collaboration among so many people com-
mitted to improving life for our family, friends and neigh-
bors residing or working in long-term care, assisted living 
and the community,” said Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville), 
Senate chair of the Elder Affairs Committee. “There is al-
ways more work to do but we have agreed on policy that 
will surely have a positive impact on quality of care, trans-
parency and oversight and planning for the future.”

“This bill is an important step toward ensuring older 
adults receive the care they need to be safe and healthy,” 
said Rep. Hannah Kane (R-Shrewsbury). “Strengthening 
oversight of long-term care facilities, requiring infectious 
disease outbreak plans, improving licensing requirements 
and other reforms … will protect vulnerable patients and 
provide the commonwealth with the tools needed to en-
force the standards for long term care facilities.”

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE (S 2932) – The House last 
week gave initial approval to a bill, approved by the Senate 
in July, that would allow victims of child sexual abuse to 
file a civil suit, any time after the abuse took place, against 
an individual who sexually abused a minor or negligently 
supervised a person who sexually abused a minor. This 
would replace current law that places a statute of limita-
tions which limits the time period during which a victim 
is allowed to sue, to the later of either 35 years after the 
abuse or seven years after discovery of damages relating to 
the abuse, with both timeframes beginning to run when 
the minor turns 18.

Prior to 2014, the law allowed even less time to file a suit. 
The statute of limitations was limited to three years after a 
victim turned 18. That law was changed by the Legislature 
in 2014 to reflect current law.

When the Senate first approved the bill on July 31, spon-
sor Sen. Joan Loverly (D-Salem) said, "Back in 2014, we 
passed a statute of limitations for civil claims of child sex-
ual abuse that would allow claims up to 35 years after the 
victim turned 18, or until 53 years old. I questioned then, 
and over the last decade, what was the magic number of 

53, and I couldn't find one. I couldn't find that answer. So 
I decided to dig in, to talk to advocates, to talk to survi-
vors, to talk to the public safety [officials]."

Lovely continued, "I want to thank all of the survivors in 
and out of my district who have come to me, including 
colleagues, who disclosed to me that at some point in 
their life they were sexually abused, but they choose not 
to come forward and disclose because of how painful it is. 
It really is lifelong pain and trauma."

The bill is a "great thing" for survivors in Massachusetts, 
said Sandi Johnson, senior legislative policy counsel at the 
Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network.

"We believe that survivors should have access to justice, 
regardless of when they're able to access that justice,”  said 
Johnson. “Eliminating that statute of limitations puts the 
focus back on whether or not there's enough evidence, 
rather than just arbitrary timelines. Trauma is not a time-
line and can't be governed by a timeline."

Reps. Ken Gordon (D-Bedford) and John Lawn (D-Wa-
tertown) who filed earlier versions of the bill, did not re-
spond to repeated requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking 
them to comment on this bill.

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“We all have an important role to play in protecting civil 
rights, particularly at a time when societal divisions and 
political polarization have resulted in decreased civility 
and increased intolerance. The Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration remains focused on developing and supporting the 
programs, policies and initiatives that strengthen Massa-
chusetts’ ability to uphold our values and embrace our dif-
ferences.” — Public Safety and Security Secretary Terrence 
Reidy on the Healey administration’s convening a statewide 
Civil Rights Symposium for 200 law enforcement officers to 
promote justice, equity and civil rights protections for all Bay 
State residents and visitors.

“One of my first commitments as governor was to launch 
this assessment across our administration with the goal 
of applying an equity lens to everything we do. If we want 
to break down barriers to accessing government service 
and ensure we are reaching every community, we need to 
be able to measure what’s working well and what needs 
improvement – and then we need to act.” — Gov. Healey 
upon releasing a report on equity assessment which analyzed 
how each state agency can improve equity, accessibility and 
accountability.

“We are thrilled and honored to be recognized once again 
by The Princeton Review. This ranking is a reflection of 
the hard work and dedication of our entire Umass Din-
ing team, who are committed to delivering an outstanding 
dining experience for our students every day. We believe 
that good food is essential to the well-being of our com-
munity, and we will continue to push the Continued on page 17

Beacon Hill Roll Call CONT. FROM PG 6
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boundaries of what campus dining can be.” — Ken Toong, 
assistant vice chancellor of Umass Auxiliary Enterprises, 
which includes Umass Dining, on Umass Amherst being rat-
ed number 1, for the 8th consecutive year, by The Princeton 
Review’s list of Best Campus Food, for its exceptional campus 
dining experience.

“Today, the Massachusetts Republican Party is standing 
against the veil of secrecy and the obstructionist efforts 
of the Healey-Driscoll administration and the Democrat-
ic supermajority. We stand with the Massachusetts press 
corps in declaring: enough is enough. The public deserves 
transparency. Release the details on the vendors profiting 
from this crisis and the public safety issues affecting our 
communities. On behalf of Massachusetts residents, we 
are demanding accountability.” — Massachusetts Republi-
can Party Chair, Amy Carnevale, upon submitting FOIA re-
quests for documents she says might expose $1 billion in Secret 
Migrant Crisis Spending as well as detailed information on 
600 incidents involving police, fire and medical emergencies 

in state-funded emergency housing.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session. During the week of August 
26-30. the House met for a total of one hour and 15 

minutes and the Senate met for a total of three hours 
and 50 minutes.

Mon. August 26 House 11:01 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.
 Senate 11:13 a.m. to 11:18 a.m.

Tues. August 27 No House session
 No Senate session

Wed. August 28 No House session
 No Senate session

Thurs. August 29 House 11:00 a.m. to 11:56  a.m.
 Senate 11:16 a.m. to 3:01 p.m.

Fri. August 30 No House session
 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com

Beacon Hill Roll Call CONT. FROM PG 16

Book review: ‘The Silver Pigs’ by Lindsey Davis
By Dennis Fischman

It's quite a feat to write a histori-
cally accurate novel set in ancient 
times and make it as much fun as 
this one. 

Marcus Didius Falco is an “in-
formant,” or private investigator, 
working in first century Rome. 
He's been described as “Roman 
Emperor Vespasian's smart-aleck 
PI.” To keep body and soul togeth-
er, Falco moves around Rome's 
empire, working for hire, even in 
savage places like Roman Britain.

Falco comes from a complicat-
ed family background: a scalawag 
of a father, a chiding mother, var-
ious sisters and brothers who are 
either trying to rise above their 
plebeian background and con-
sider Falco a weight around their 

necks or who are amused by his 
antics (and call on his services 
when they need him).

In this debut, it is an aristocrat-
ic family who call upon him. At 
first, the mystery is the attempt-
ed kidnapping of a 16-year-old 
girl, Sosia, who becomes Falco’s 
client.  As the book goes on, we 
find our way into tales of murder 
and intrigue at the highest levels 
of Rome, as well as a conspiracy 
to defraud the Roman govern-
ment of quite a large amount of 
silver ingots from Britain. (The 
title of the book comes from this 
subplot, as “pigs” is another word 
for “ingots.”)

The cover story for Falco’s trip 
to Britain is to bring Sosia’s cous-
in Helena Justina home from that 
backwater part of the empire. 

That sets in motion the romance 
that will continue for decades. 
Davis puts the Rome in romance. 
Her Marcus Didius Falco is a 
cross between a noir detective 
and 007, while Helena Justina is 
a strong, smart, sexy, stubborn 
woman who refuses to let her 
sex or her social class dictate the 
shape of her life.

This book is really more of a 
political thriller than a whodun-
nit, and the process of finding out 
who's conspiring against Vespa-
sian makes more sense than the 
way our hero discovers the per-
son who murdered his beloved's 
cousin. Also, as a Jew, I could 
not help feeling aggrieved that 
the defeat of Judea and the de-
struction of the Second Temple 
were reduced to a mechanism for 

creating a chase scene. But that’s 
probably how the Romans were 
looking at it, at the time.

Do not expect anything deep 
from this series, but it promises 

a lot of enjoyable reading. If you 
like this first book, there are nine-
teen more to tickle your fancy.

“The Silver Pigs” by Lindsey Davis. Mi-
notaur Books, 2006, 329 pages.

Dennis Fischman is a member of the 
Somerville Public Library’s Mystery 
Book Club and an inveterate reader.

YouthBuild Graduation
Somerville resident Daniel Lancaster graduated from YouthBuild Just A Start on Thursday, August 29, at the Cam-
bridge Public Library. Next, he will go on to working an apprenticeship with YourthBuild. YouthBuild Just A Start is a 
youth workforce development program for out-of-school youth ages 16 – 24 from Boston Metro North communities. 
Students work towards their HiSET while developing workforce readiness skills.
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Mayor Ballantyne seeks to expand climate
action and energy savings to renters

Roughly two-thirds of Somerville residents are renters, and Mayor Katjana Ballantyne 
is determined to improve their access to the energy savings and health benefits of green 
energy upgrades often out of reach to renters–especially low-income renters. And she’s 
asking residents to help her do so. 

The city’s Office of Sustainability and Environment (OSE) is seeking volunteers to help 
shape a new Rental Registry and Energy Disclosure ordinance designed to improve 
rental unit energy efficiency, affordability, and healthiness, as well as advance the city’s 
climate action and affordable housing efforts.

The concept is simple. Landlords would provide basic rental unit information and en-
ergy details to the city annually. Then the city would generate energy “disclosures” for 
owners to post on-site for tenants (and future tenants) to see. Information collected 
and shared could include the number of rental units, the type of property, and owner 
or property manager contacts. It could also include energy details such as type of fuels 
used, if they’ve had a MassSave energy efficiency assessment, and a list of energy saving 
measures taken such as installing Energy Star appliances, weatherization measures like 
insulated windows, or green upgrades like heat pumps.  

“Having this information will help the city increase energy upgrades. It will make it easier for us to inform owners of subsidies available to them for improvements that will 
lower renter’s energy costs. By having energy facts posted for tenants and future tenants, this type of energy disclosure requirement has been shown to drive market demand 
for landlords to reduce energy costs for tenants. Heating bills, for example, can easily run up into the hundreds of dollars in winter months, and renters vote with their feet 
when they can get a sense of where they’ll have lower utility costs,” said OSE Director Christine Blais.

Rental registries are common in cities, and energy disclosure measures are already key climate action tools in some States, such as Maine, and cities across the country, includ-
ing Austin, TX; Minneapolis, MN; and Chicago, IL. Somerville’s would be the first rental energy disclosure ordinance in Massachusetts. 

“We are looking to use every tool in the box both for climate action and housing affordability in Somerville, and they are directly related. When you live in a drafty apart-
ment with an ancient heater, or if you have an old energy-hog window AC unit to keep an elderly parent safely cool in the summer, you may be left choosing between 
groceries and safe temperatures when you are on a tight budget. You may also be at higher risk for not making your rent. And right now, landlords have little incentive to 
change that for you. But when owners know about and can make affordable upgrades that lower tenant utility bills, it’s a win-win for affordability, our climate, and for 
resident health,” said Mayor Ballantyne. 

In Somerville, approximately 37 percent of residents are housing cost-burdened, meaning they spend more than a third of their income on housing. City data indicates that 
this number climbs to above 50 percent for households in the Black and non-white Hispanic U.S. Census categories. With lower likelihood of energy efficiency in Somerville’s 
older housing stock rental units, not only are utility bills likely higher, but health risks increase as well. Energy efficiency measures have been shown to also reduce environ-
mental risks such as mold, pests, and allergens that contribute to asthma, bronchitis, emergency room visits, and financial stress.

“At first glance it may seem as if an initiative such as this would drive up rents, but key to our efforts is helping landlords make upgrades via the many federal, state, and local 
programs that reduce the costs of energy improvements. That way they get better units with lower investment and they have units that will be more comfortable, desirable, and 
safer for tenants,” said Blais.” The data we collect on the units will also help our Housing Stability and Housing development teams inform and advance their work to support 
affordability programs.”

The city also sees the effort as a building block for future work to improve additional health and safety oversight of rental units, and establish improved communication to 
landlords and property managers on a range of programs designed to support them and their tenants. 
Join a Focus Group

All community members including renters, landlords, real estate brokers, adults of all ages including seniors of fixed incomes, real estate agents, commercial landlords, mem-
bers of the home improvement workforce, home energy raters, community organizations, and community advocates are invited to join focus groups to discuss how to make 
the draft ordinance work best for everyone. 

Staff have already been doing their homework, which they’ll share to get everyone oriented. Alongside several years of research, they’ve connected with community members, 
as well as municipalities and nonprofits across North America, and convened a cross-departmental working group within Somerville, to deepen their knowledge. 
Focus groups participants will answer questions about their views and needs from a rental registry and energy disclosure ordinance. The feedback will be used to inform both 
the ordinance to be submitted to the City Council for approval, as well as how it would be implemented.

Each focus group will last about 90 minutes. Community members may be eligible to be compensated with a $40 gift card for their participation.

To sign up, please complete the online form at somervillema.gov/rred. If you need assistance filling out the form, please contact 311 (617-666-3311).

For more information, please visit somervillema.gov/sustainaville or contact Garrett Anderson at ganderson@somervillema.gov, 857-270-4403 (call/text) to request 
paper forms.

Interpretation is available at all focus groups.
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State Senator Patricia Jehlen to receive
2024 ARC OF JUSTICE Award

On September 12 at City Winery 
Boston, as the New England In-
nocence Project commemorates 
20 years of fighting for freedom 
at their annual storytelling event, 
Voices of the Innocent, the social 
justice nonprofit will honor Sen-
ator Patricia Jehlen for her more 
than 20 years of dedicated service 
in support of wrongfully convict-
ed people and their families.

Over the last two decades, Sen-
ator Jehlen has passed landmark 
legislation to compensate victims 
of wrongful convictions. Work-
ing directly with people who 
have been exonerated, their loved 
ones, and advocates, Senator Je-
hlen has tirelessly fought for peo-
ple who have endured the trauma 
of wrongful imprisonment and 
long-term incarceration, ensuring 
that they are supported in free-
dom and compensated for what 
they have suffered.

Senator Jehlen has helped 
people understand that, when 
someone is exonerated and freed, 
they are not automatically given 
support or assistance from the 
state that wrongfully convicted 
them. Instead, exonerees are re-
quired to go back to court, fight 
for compensation, and even when 
they succeed, they do not always 
receive an adequate sum for such 
a tragic injustice.

Senator Jehlen has champi-
oned funding for the Exoneree 
Network, a program of the New 
England Innocence Project that 
creates a thriving community for 
families impacted by long-term 
incarceration and provides di-
rect support, including housing, 
financial stipends, therapeutic 
spaces, and more.

"The New England Innocence 
Project has helped free numer-
ous innocent people, often after 
decades in prison," says Senator 
Jehlen. "I worked to pass the 2004 
Wrongful Convictions compensa-
tion law, based on stories like that 
of Lawyer Johnson. But even when 
people like Sean Ellis were exoner-
ated after decades in prison, they 
had to fight for months or even 
years to get any compensation. I'll 
continue to work for reform with 
the New England Innocence Proj-
ect and the Exoneree Network. 
I'm honored to receive this award, 
and am so grateful for their dedi-
cation to justice for people unjustly 
robbed of their liberty."

"Senator Jehlen has devoted 
her time, and heart, to wrong-
fully convicted people and their 
families so that their long-fought 
freedom can be a time of joy and 
reunification. Her work has been 
a salve for the trauma caused 
by wrongful incarceration," says 

Radha Natarajan, Executive Di-
rector of the New England Inno-
cence Project.

The ARC OF JUSTICE 
Award recognizes the special 
contributions of a community 
member who "bends the arc of 
the moral universe toward jus-
tice." Senator Jehlen has been an 
incredible partner to the New 
England Innocence Project over 
the last 20 years and has truly 
bent the arc of the moral universe 
toward more justice for wrong-
fully convicted people.
Event & Arc of Justice Award 
Presentation Details:

Voices of the Innocent: Free Us 
All! (https://www.newengland-
innocence.org/voicesoftheinno-
cent) September 12, Program at 
7:00 p.m. City Winery Boston | 
80 Beverly Street, Boston, MA

"Senator Patricia Jehlen's un-
wavering support of the Exoner-
ee Network has provided not just 
a voice for the wrongfully con-
victed but a lifeline to hope and 
healing," says exoneree and Di-
rector of the Exoneree Network, 
Sean Ellis. "She understands that 
justice doesn't end with exoner-
ation – it extends to rebuilding 
lives, restoring dignity, and ensur-
ing that every exoneree has the 
opportunity to thrive. Her lead-
ership is a continuation of hope 

for those of us who have faced 
the unimaginable, and her work 
stands as a powerful reminder 
that true justice is rooted in hu-
manity and compassion. The Arc 
of Justice Award is a testament to 
her unyielding commitment to 
creating a more just and equitable 
commonwealth."
About Voices of the Innocent: 
Free Us All!

Join us in celebrating our 20th 
anniversary as a nonprofit at Voic-
es of the Innocent, the New En-
gland Innocence Project's annual 
storytelling event and fundraiser. 
At this unique and powerful event, 
we will hear stories from innocent 
people impacted by wrongful con-

victions and their loved ones and 
learn what it takes to persevere in 
the fight for freedom.

Funds raised through this 
event directly support the work 
of the New England Innocence 
Project by providing forensic 
testing, investigation, experts, an 
experienced legal team, and social 
service advocates to free inno-
cent people, bring them home to 
their loved ones, and help them 
rebuild their lives in freedom. 
Through public support, we can 
also educate and advocate for sys-
temic change to prevent future 
tragedies. Learn more at www.
newenglandinnocence.org/voice-
softheinnocent.

Senator Patricia Jehlen with Sean Ellis, Exoneree and Director of Exoneree Network.

Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley statement on Primary Election
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley (MA-07) released the following statement following her uncontested victory in the 2024 Massachusetts Democratic Primary:

“I am so humbled by the support from voters across the Massachusetts 7th. I am deeply grateful to my family, and to our dedicated team, volunteers, and supporters. Together, 
we are powerful. And daily we are working towards a more just world for our neighbors and for everyone who calls this district home.

From safe housing to abortion care, student debt cancellation, and support for vital community projects, the change we are making is real and meaningful. And I’ve been hon-
ored by the overwhelming support our work has received every reelection since we first made history together.

Our work together remains as vital today as it was when I was first elected to Congress. For every inch of hard-won progress, there are extreme Republicans and special in-
terests intent on taking us backwards. But this diverse, intergenerational movement – led by the people – has proven time and again what we can achieve when we organize, 
mobilize, use our collective power, and lead with love.

I am deeply honored and humbled to once again be the Democratic nominee to represent the Massachusetts 7th in Congress. I look forward to earning your vote each and 
every day, and doing everything I can to elect Kamala Harris, Tim Walz, and Democrats up and down the ballot in November.”

Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley made history in 2018 when she became the first woman of color elected to represent Massachusetts in the U.S. Congress. Since then, Con-
gresswoman Pressley has secured over $35 million in federal funding for high-impact community projects that will help build a more just and equitable district, and has been 
a leader on vital legislation like the Abortion Justice Act; the PAID Leave Act; the Down Payment Toward Equity Act, to invest $100 billion toward down payment assistance 
for first-generation, first-time homebuyers; the Freedom to Move Ac; and the Post-Disaster Mental Health Response Act, signed into law by President Biden, which expands 
mental health support for survivors of natural disasters and terrorist attacks. To learn more about Congresswoman Pressley, please visit https://ayannapressley.com/
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On This Day in History
September 4

1781 – Los Angeles, first an Indian village Yangma, is founded by Spanish decree.

1881 – The Edison electric lighting system goes into operation as a generator serving 
85 paying customers is switched on.

1886 – Elusive Apache leader Geronimo surrenders to General Nelson A. Miles at 
Skeleton Canyon, AZ.

1915 – The U.S. military places Haiti under martial law to quell a rebellion in its 
capital Port-au-Prince.

1944 – British troops liberate Antwerp, Belgium.

1945 – The American flag is raised on Wake Island after surrender ceremonies there.

1951 – The first transcontinental television broadcast in America is carried by 
94 stations.

1972 – Mark Spitz becomes first Olympic competitor to win 7 medals during a 
single Olympics Games.

1998 – Google founded by Stanford University students Larry Page and Sergey Brin.

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

Why isn’t there a clock in the library? 
Because it tocks too much

Somerville through
the eyes of Denise

Midday shadows…              — Photo by Denise Provost 

Spotlight Series Returns in 
September with Lady Lamb

Arts at the Armory’s Spotlight Series will kick off its 3rd 
full season with singer-songwriter Lady Lamb on Friday, 
September 6. From her humble beginnings in a video 
rental store in Maine to the stages of New York City, Lady 
Lamb's journey has been one of passion and profound 
musicality. 

Doors will open at 7:00 p.m. The concert will start at 8:00 p.m. on September 
6 with Westwater as the first opener.
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now they are in urgent need of essen-
tial supplies such as backpacks, bind-
ers, notebooks, highlighters and more. 
Please check out their current needs list 
here: https://bit.ly/School4SHC For 
any donation inquiries please reach out 
at info@shcinc.org.

******************************
The Somerville Community Baptist 
Church at 31 College Avenue (two blocks 
from Davis Square) will hold a Flea Mar-
ket on Saturday, September 7, from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., both outdoors and in-
doors, rain or shine. They will also be sell-
ing refreshments and lunch. If you would 
like to rent a table to sell your wares, 
please call the church at 617-625-6523.

******************************
The 10th Annual Evolution of Hip 
Hop Festival takes place on Saturday, 
September 7, from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
rain date Saturday, September 14, at 
Union Square Plaza in Somerville. This 
Arts Union event will feature rappers, 
singers, spoken word poets, dancers, 
and visual artists from the Somerville 
community and surrounding cities. 
This showcase of hip hop music, dance 
and culture displays immense creativity 
throughout the region. There will also be 
live art, interactive activities, craft ven-
dors and local community groups.

******************************
The Somerville Dog Festival will take 
place on Sunday, September 8, 11:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m., at Trum Field. Grab 
your leashes, pack the treats, and bring 
your furry friends for a fun time. The 
Somerville Dog Festival is back, and it’s 
all about your pups. Organized by the 
Somerville Foundation for Animals, the 
festival supports their incredible mission 
of making sure no one has to choose be-
tween caring for themselves or their pets. 
For more information visit https://every-
petcounts.org/somerville-dog-festival/

******************************
Somerville Animal Food Pantry is re-
questing donations. Help support your 
neighbors by making a donation today. 
Particular need for dry cat and dry dog 
food. One note on dry food donations: 
while they appreciate anything they re-
ceive, they are better off with multiple 
smaller bags (instead of one really big 
bag) of food since they cannot give open 
bags to distribute food to multiple fami-
lies. For wish lists and more information 
visit https://www.communities.rescueal-
lies.com/somerville

******************************

The SPL and Green City Growers are 
partnering to offer organic gardening 
workshops for all ages at the Central Li-
brary Demonstration Garden. A Green 
City Growers farmer will leaf hands-on 
workshops designed to teach you when 
and what to plant, and how to maintain, 
fertilize, and harvest successful crops. 
The next session is on September 7 
at 10:30 a.m. 79 Highland Ave. Learn 
more and register https://www.somer-
villepubliclibrary.org/.

******************************
The Somerville Council on Aging will 
hold their next Memory Café on Tues-
day, September 10, from 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m. at the Holland St. Senior Center. 
A Memory Café is a safe space for those 
with cognitive decline and their caregiv-
ers. It’s a place to gather and socialize 
without stigma or judgement. For the 
September 10 Café, they will be doing 
creative writing. RSVP by contacting 
Molly at 617-625-6600 ext. 2318 or at 
mpagliuca@somervillema.gov.

******************************
The Intercambio Language and Cul-
ture Exchange Program is starting up 
again in Somerville. Visit somervil-
leartscouncil.org/intercambio to learn 
more about this exciting opportunity 
to practice a language and connect with 
others in your community.

******************************
Riverfest 2024 will take place Saturday, 
September 14, starting at 11:00 a.m., at 
Assembly Row, 355 Artisan Way. Join in 
for Riverfest, the annual block party that 
takes place each September. The event in-
cludes live, local music, free family-friend-
ly activities, and concludes with fireworks 
over the Mystic River. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to visit your favorite stores 
and restaurants, make new friends and 
meet with old ones, and enjoy activations 
all across Assembly Row. For a lineup of 
events visit https://assemblyrow.com/
event/riverfest/.

******************************
Join the Gilman Square Arts & Music 
Festival party on Saturday, September 
14, from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. (Rain date 
9/15) on Pearl St. from Marshall to 
James. Enjoy live music, meet the local 
artists of this neighborhood, try some de-
licious food by various vendors, and enjoy 
activities for all ages. This community cel-
ebration is free and open for all.

******************************
On September 6, the Somerville Foun-
dation food festival is celebrating, cre-

ating and supporting community non-
profits in partnership with Davis Square 
restaurants. If you know anyone who 
loves music, food, and don't have anything 
else happening. Please encourage them to 
purchase a ticket today: https://www.
somerville-foundation.org/food-na-
tion-celebration. All proceeds go to hiring 
a community nonprofit grant writer.

******************************
This year, the 29th Brazilian Indepen-
dence Day Festival will be held Sep-
tember 3 – 8, and there will be plenty of 
activity. Massachusetts is home to one of 
the largest and most organized Brazilian 
communities in the United States. They 
will raise the Brazilian flag at Somer-
ville City Hall on Thursday, September 
5, at noon, and at Boston City Hall on 
Friday, September 6, at 10:00 a.m. The 
center point of the week is the outdoor 
Festival in Herter Park in Brighton on 
Sunday, September 8, from 1:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Alongside food and craft vendors, 
the afternoon will feature face painting, 
pony rides, children’s storytelling, and live 
performances. The Science Museum will 
be donating tickets and exhibiting special 
attractions from its collection, the raffle 
includes two round-trip tickets Brazil. 
For just $10, these prizes may be yours.

******************************
The Somerville Flea is back at 52 Hol-
land St. Join in as they celebrate their 
12th year smack dab in the middle of 
Davis Square. Vintage vendors, artisan 
makers, farm stand and DJ. Find that 
treasure you never knew you even existed. 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Sundays, August 
through October.

******************************
East Somerville Main Streets is looking 
for vendors for their Halloween Block 
Party on Saturday, October 26, from 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Chuckie Harris 
Park. Please sign up through the form 
(https://forms.gle/BvSwZX8YYUe-
g3rGB7) for more information. Don't 
miss this opportunity to have fun and 
meet the community.

******************************
The next monthly Household Hazard-
ous Waste Drop-Off Day is Saturday, 
September 7, at the DPW, 1 Franey Rd., 
9:00 a.m. - noon.

******************************
The Gilman Pop-Up Park is an out-
door public space and is accessible be-
tween 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. every day. 
Through September 8, 350 Medford St., 
Somerville. Use it like you would any oth-

er public park. During select hours, they 
have events, entertainment, and games. 
For a list of events visit https://culture-
house.cc/projects/gilman-park/.

******************************
Docent tours take place from May 
through October at three historic sites 
in Somerville: Milk Row Cemetery 
(Somerville Avenue), Prospect Hill 
Tower (above Union Square), and Old 
Powder House (Nathan Tufts Park). 
They are open to the public on certain 
days and evenings. Inclement weather 
cancels any event. For full schedule and 
more information on the Docent Pro-
gram: https://www.somervillemuseum.
org/docentprogram.

******************************
Foodie Crawl 2024 is back and better 
than ever. On Tuesday, September 17, 
East Somerville Main Streets invites 
you to Broadway to embark on a culi-
nary journey around the world. They will 
highlight tastes from El Salvador, Brazil, 
Italy, France, Mexico, Portugal and more. 
For tickets and more information visit 
https://www.eastsomervillemainstreets.
org/event-details/foodie-crawl-2024.

******************************
The 2024 Somerville Rock + Roll Yard 
Sale is happening on Sunday, Septem-
ber 8, at Union Square Plaza. with a 
rain date of Sunday, September 15. They 
have 40 of the best locally sourced record 
/ vintage / handmade sellers on board to 
bring you the awesome and eclectic mix 
of goodies you can always expect at the 
Rock + Roll Yard Sale, 12:00 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Union Sq Plaza.

******************************
Save the date for the Somerville Cham-
ber of Commerce Golf Outing on Oc-
tober 1. The Somerville Chamber of 
Commerce presents the 2024 GOLF 
CLASSIC, sponsored by the Winter 
Hill Bank. The event will take place at the 
Sandy Burr Country Club, 103 Cochit-
uate Rd., Wayland MA 01778, 7:30 a.m. 
Registration, 8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start 
(note early time). Lunch and awards to 
follow: 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. For golf (indi-
viduals, twosomes, threesomes, foursome 
welcome); and/or to sponsor – oppor-
tunities from $175 to $1,500. For more 
information or to help, email Joanne Ha-
ley: Joanne@somervillechamber.org.

******************************
All Wednesdays during the school year 
are now early release days. You may talk 
to your child’s teacher or school admin-
istrators if you have any
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Recently, I caught up with Tom Bianchi, the current 
head of the Burren Backroom Series at The Burren 
pub, in Davis Square, Square, Somerville.

Doug Holder: Tom, how has it been for you as a 
musician to live and or work in Somerville?

Tom Bianchi: Well, I’ve been making music in 
Boston/Cambridge/Somerville since 1996, per-
forming at The Burren since about 2000 and curat-
ing The Burren Backroom Series since 2011. If this 
wasn’t a great town to do this in I suppose I wouldn’t 
be able to do it. We live in a great city with a great 
community that is very supportive of and hungry for 
live music. You can spin vinyl, load up a CD, make a 
mix tape, but nothing replaces being in a room with a 
great crowd of people all experiencing the energy of 
humans playing instruments in rhythmic unison and 
acoustic harmony.

DH: The Burren is an iconic Irish bar in Somer-
ville. What do you think makes it unique?

TB: Boston runs deep with Irish music and 
community. What makes The Burren so special in 
the Celtic community is the influence and experi-
ence Tommy McCarthy and Louise Costello have 
brought to Davis Square. Whether on a big stage or 
sitting around a session table, they have played Irish 
music all around the world and created a haven for it 
at The Burren.

Also, short years after The Burren opening in 
1996, legendary curator of Traditional Celtic Mu-
sic, Brian O’Donovan began presenting the best 
Trad Irish artists and bands in the community in 
The Burren Backroom. Brian would bring in bands 
you would normally have to see in theaters in to our 
humble pub setting for very intimate shows. There’s 
really nothing like it. We lost Brian last year which is 
a huge blow to the community, but alongside Brian’s 
wife, Lindsay O’Donovan, good friends like Shan-
non Heaton and The Burren of course, we are work-
ing hard to keep the torch burning with the Brian 
O’Donovan Legacy Series

DH: Tell me about the Burren Backroom Series 
that you have taken over... What

Julia Kanno is an artist and poet living in 
Cambridge, MA.

Cat in the cradle 
Aka antique yellow man

By Julia Kanno Tlou
7/09/24

We took the fast ferry
To Provincetown,
Dog with us,
Licking invisible airsalt,
From the ocean. 
We had a plan,
Beach, raw clams, and lobster.
And hike the dunes.
I was mortified about the dunes,
Thinking of drowning into a sinkhole,
Sand methodically slow,
filling my throat,
Eyes,
And esophagus,
 I would aspirate and choke,
Before that death gurgle, 
Before it hit my other organs.
So,
We did not go to the dunes!
As we walked,
His hand at times reserved and,
Gently, 
Firm and strong,
 At the nape,
Of my bony back,
And me desperately at times
Fiercely,
Interlocking our white and brown fingers. 
I look at how my shade that reminds me of  toblerone chocolates, 

With my new found liver spots
And paint filled nails,
As I hold out hands up,
Towards north star, 
I am marinated,
In
In..

Alabaster magic of his skin,
His nails are immaculate. 
After eating the vulva of the sea,
(Clams) 
And the roaches of the ocean 
(lobsters) 
We stumble upon
antique store,
The owner is playing Cat Stevens,
“And the cat and the cradle…” 
He welcomes us to look around,
Yet there is a yellow tint in his eye, 
And his skin is fresh corn yellow. 
We look around this universe,
Of the past.

He stays seated, 
The other antique shop we explored,
The 80 year old owner, 
Jumped to his feet and started 
clapping,
I loved their makeup,
He said he had a rough night,
A boat party,
And his name on the boat was 
Demolition.
They / them..
Showed us everything,
Even the black clay
mammy doll,
With big lips and holding a 
Porcelain piece of watermelon.
In yellow man's shop
I saw the tubes
A wound vac,
Tubes into his side 
Like hungry eels
 Hidden by
A badly placed 

Cashmere blanket.
It was a 
Vintage chair,
And later,
I noticed the bloated,
Parchment thin,
Yellow skin, 
From scalp to big toe.
He stares at the dark cloud
Waiting,
More seductive than,
A ripe virgin,
The grim reaper,
Has arrived.
I read an obituary 
And he died
Alone
With is his prescriptions 
For Aids 
Emptied,
One pill landed
Inside an angel statues
Mouth.

Somerville's Tom Bianchi:
Bringing Music from the Backroom

LLyricalyrical

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu
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innovations are you bringing to it?
TB: After being the sound engineer for Brian 

O’Donovan shows – primarily on Wednesday eve-
nings, – Brian and I got to chatting about the other 
nights of the week in the backroom. The Burren had 
late night entertainment, but the dinner time slot was 
mostly wide open. The backroom was simply taking in 
some spillover from the front room dinner crowd. It 
made sense to start a music series. The Burren tapped 
me for it and I started with one or two nights a week. 
These days I will often have 10 shows a week on the 

calendar including Brunch, Lunch and Dinner shows 
on Saturdays and Sundays. It’s a ton of work, but it’s 
been a blast. The Burren has also added a great sound 
system, green rooms and many other perks for artists 
and the fans who come to see them.

DH: What genres of music will you present?
TB: I have no genre boundaries really. I field the re-

quests for shows as they come in. I certainly try to book 
great music no matter the genre, but what I really try to do 
is get a feel for good folks who simply want to play great 
music, mostly local acts with some great national and in-

ternational acts peppered in as I can.
DH: Why should we attend your series?
TB: Many reasons. If you,
- love live music
- want to support friends and family
- want to see your favorite acts in a spectacular room 

with great sound and good eats and spirits
- want to support independent artists
- can’t spend $100 a ticket to go to big corporate shows
And as Brian O’Donovan always said from the stage, 

“Live Music! It’s Where It’s AT!"

Off The Shelf CONT. FROM PG 22

questions about drop-off and pickup. 
Prekindergarten: 12:00 p.m., Grades 
K–8 (except Next Wave): 1:00 p.m., 
Next Wave/Full Circle: 12:10 p.m., 
Somerville High School: 1:33 p.m. 

******************************
Somerville Public Schools has lots of 
openings for educators, classroom para-
professionals, administrative staff, and an 
opening for their next Chief Financial 
Officer. Find a list of open positions and 
apply here: https://somerville.tedk12.
com/hire/index.aspx.

******************************
Visit the Somerville Bike Kitchen, a 
volunteer-run bicycle repair cooperative, 
hosting open-shop nights at The Dojo 
(15 Properzi Way, Somerville). Come 
maintain your bike or learn more about 
cycling. Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Every Thursday from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. join Parkour Gen-
erations Boston for Teen Jams at The 
Dojo. This is a flexible time for teen 
community members to use the pop-up 
training space at The Dojo @ Somerno-
va and connect with fellow community 
members in the process. 

******************************
Save the date for the 19th annual "What 
the Fluff Fest" A Tribute to Union 
Square Innovation, a madcap festival 
honoring the invention of Marshmallow 
Fluff. It celebrates Somerville’s proud 
tradition of innovation with live music, 
fluffalicious feasts, sticky games, zany 

happenings, and much more. The festival 
is located in Union Square, Saturday, 
September 21, from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
For more info on the events and offerings 
at the festival, visit www.flufffestival.com.

******************************
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
with a Public Art Walk in East Somer-
ville. Explore sculptures, murals and 
more as you discover our community’s 
rich cultural heritage. September 24, 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m., Meeting Point: Sym-
phony Park. Register at: https://beta.
somervilleartscouncil.org.

******************************
Visit the Somerville Greekfest 2024 
and indulge in mouthwatering, authen-
tic Greek cuisine and heavenly pastries 
that'll make your taste buds dance. 
Groove under the big tent to live mu-
sic that'll get your feet tapping and your 
heart singing. Sip on cold beers and fine 
wines as you soak in the electric atmo-
sphere of the biggest Greek food festival 
in town. September 6 and 7 from 12:00 
to 11:00 p.m., and Sunday, September 
8, from 12:00 to 9:00 p.m. Dormition 
of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox 
Church, 29 Central St.

******************************
Join the Somerville Central Library on 
September 24 at 6:30 p.m. for Death 
Café. Death Cafés are a group-directed 
discussion of death with no agenda, ob-
jectives or themes, with the objective of 
increasing awareness of death and help-

ing people make the most of their (finite) 
lives. Join us in this café led by End-of-
Life Guide & Death Doula, Sarah Glad-
stone. You can learn more and register at 
https://tinyurl.com/29r6cnew.

******************************
The Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health (DPH) recently detect-
ed West Nile virus (WNV) in mos-
quito samples from Cambridge. While 
no human or animal cases of WNV or 
Eastern equine encephalitis (EEE) have 
been reported, it is important to take 
steps to protect yourself from mosqui-
toes and mosquito-borne illnesses. For 
tips and information, visit: mass.gov/
dph/mosquito.

******************************
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the 
Council on Aging invite you to the annu-
al Senior Picnic on Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
Trum Field, 541 Broadway in Somer-
ville. Please call Connie Lorenti at the 
Council on Aging, 617-625-6600 ext. 
2319 for your free ticket. There is limited 
transportation available – please request 
transportation prior to September 5.

******************************
Join Union Square Main Streets and 
50+ of your favorite local food produc-
ers for the 20th Annual Union Square 
Farmers Market, 6670 Union Square. 
Shop local on Saturdays through Octo-
ber 26, except September 21, from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the Union Square 

Plaza. The market provides visitors and 
residents with top-quality, fresh, and lo-
cal produce at fair prices; encourages ac-
tive lifestyle values; educates consumers 
about farming and locally sourced foods; 
and gives customers opportunities to in-
teract directly with farmers. For more 
information about the Union Square 
Farmers Market, visit unionsquaremain.
org/2024fmseason. SNAP customers get 
$1 for $1 match up to $15. See the Mar-
ket Manager tent for more info.

******************************
Davis Square Farmers Market is now 
open. Every Wednesday through No-
vember 22, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. visit the 
Davis Square Farmers Market, across 
from American Flatbread at 44 Day St. 
Visit: www.massfarmersmarkets.org/
davis. This long-running market features 
over two dozen Massachusetts farmers 
and food producers offering a vibrant 
selection of delicious produce, protein, 
baked goods, ready-to-eat meals, along-
side a host of other locally made prod-
ucts. The market accepts cash, credit/
debit cards, WIC/Senior coupons, 
and EBT cards and offers a weekly $15 
SNAP Match.

******************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our 
paper, go directly online to our website 
over to the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.
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In the mid 1980’s, the 120-foot deep 
MBTA subway tunnel – the deepest in the 
metropolitan transit system – cut through 
Somerville bedrock on its way from Porter 
Square to Davis Square. The slate’s uses 
bridged from school chalkboards to pool 
tables. The beautiful Goddard Chapel on 
Tufts’ Walnut Hill was built of Somerville 

bluestone slate. It was used for colonial 
tombstones, including the gravestone of 
Jean Mallet, the architect of the city’s sym-
bol, the Powder House. Constructed of 
bluestone, it was built in 1703. Mallet is 
buried in Charlestown, under the shadow 
of Harvard’s memorial to their founder, 
John Harvard. 

This week the Powder House, Somer-
ville’s proud medallion, which denotes the 
revolutionary occurrence of September 1, 
1774, celebrates its anniversary. The Brit-
ish attack predated Lexington and Con-
cord by eight months and planted the seed 
of the American Revolution. Somerville’s 
oldest relic still sits on solid ground.

Historical Fact CONT. FROM PG 9
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.

Let your customers find you in 

Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner:
857-488-5138


