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Inside: Council pay increase not approved

By Jeffrey Shwom

The City Council voted not to approve an automatic
increase in city council, the mayor’s, and school com-
mittee members’ salaries at its latest regular meeting
on Thursday, April 10. After much discussion and
two public versions of the ordinance, the council had
a majority at six votes to five, but they needed eight
votes to pass.

The ordinance, sponsored by Councilor Ew-

Do you remember 7 en-Campen and supported by the Finance Commit-

gimp? tee members, would have become effective January
1, 2026, after this year’s municipal election cycle.
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The first draft had suggested an automatic increase

every year tied to the annual cost-of-living percent-
age adjustment (COLA) received by non-union city
personnel. As mentioned by The Times previously

(1], there was a perception the recommendations

‘The Somerville City Council voted against increases in salaries for council members, the mayor, and of the ﬁve—p erson board and city p ersonnel de-

school committee members. partment would be overridden Continued on page 4

The Center for Arts at the Armory
- to host GLOWBALL 2025

breakfast together On Friday, April 25, GLOWBALL will transform

page 15 the Armory Performance Hall into an immersive
Glow-in-the-Dark Rave created by Afro House DJ
Adam Gibbons with hypnotic visuals by Jay Medina,

all in support of The Center for Arts at the Armory.

GLOWBALL is an anti-gala — there will be no
speeches, formal presentations or auction. There will
be pop-up performances by SambaViva, Sinha Ca-
poeira, and Sidy Maiga on djembe. GLOWBALL
tickets include complimentary international bites,
and glow in the dark accessories and face painting
by Arty Mari.

This year Arts at the Armory will be honoring

three outstanding individuals connected to the arts

B.IOCk party in Somerville: Lifetime Achievement: Rachel Strutt;
time!

Outstanding Artist: Nelson Salaza Community;

GLOWBALLS Glow-in-the-Dark Rave will also include honors to community arts advocates Rachel
and Arts Advocate: Clay Fernald. Continued on page 17 Strutt; Nelson Salaza, and Clay Fernald, with beats provided by D] Adam Gibbons.
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

Patriots’ Day is Monday, April 21. All city offices are closed. Trash
and recycling pickup will be delayed by one day. Join the Somer-
ville Museum and the City of Somerville for the annual Patriots’
Day celebration at Foss Park. Play colonial games and activities,
enjoy refreshments, and greet Paul Revere. Admission is free. 11:30
am at Foss Park.

khkkkEkkhkkhhkrhhkkkhkkhkhkbhkhhhhhhhhkx
Grab your baskets and join Connexion and East Somerville Main
Streets on Saturday, April 19 at 12 pm (sharp) for an Easter Egg
Hunt in Foss Park. The event is free.

AXXXXXX AL LA A A AR A AR AR XXX XXX XKLL
Somervilles Fair Housing Commission, Department of Racial
and Social Justice, and the Somerville Public Library invite you
to hear from attorney Todd Kaplan about how to legally han-
dle Section 8 vouchers for both tenants and landlords. Food and
drinks will be provided. Thursday, April 17, 7:00 — 8:30 pm, 79
Highland Ave. Registration is required: https://somervillepubli-
clibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/fair-housing-month-dis-
cussion-tenants-and-landlords-rights-2/. This event is hybrid.

AXXXXXXA LA A LA A A AR A AR AR XXX XXX XKLL
To those celebrating their birthdays this week: A big happy birth-
day to Mayor Katjana Ballantyne who is celebrating this week.
We hope she has a great day. Happy birthday to former alderman
and great guy, Jack Connolly. We hope he has a nice day. Happy
birthday to Jesse Moos, we hope he enjoys his day.  Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of April 16 — April 22 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY WIND
Wednesday ¢, 4y 50°/38° 3% 2% W 18mph
April 16
Thursday Sunny 60°/37° 2% 0%  NW12mph
April 17
Friday

. Partly Cloudy 64°/50° 10% 7% SW 11 mph
April 18
Saturday Rain 74°/48° 32% 26%  SW 14 mph
April 19
Sunday

°/40° 9 19 N1 h

April 20 Sunny 58°/40 3% % 3mp
Monday Partly Cloudy  61°/47° 12% 8%  NW12mph
April 21
Tuesday

. Partly Cloudy 64°/50° 22% 12% SW 13 mph
April 22

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: JUST SAY NO!
Frank Malsbenden says:

Thank you for this excellent history of Davis Square, your leadership in making it one of the great-
est neighborhods in the country, and your thoughtful recommendations for it's future.

To say you have some credibility on the topic would be the understatement of the year.

slaw says:

“T understand the need for more housing; I agree, but what Somerville needs is more affordable
housing for our long-term residents who are being forced out by high rents.”

This proposal will have 100 units of affordable housing. If it is reduced in size that number will
be reduced proportionately. The 400 other units will similarly take pressure off existing housing

stock and provide people options to live closer to transit. I don't think “this building is tall” is a

good reason to oppose affordable housing, while claiming to support it.

Response to: Statement by a friend of Rumeysa Ozturk
Anne C. Sullivan says:

Can a few of us fly to Basile, Louisiana this month to support her there? I too had a scholarship in
1978 for Eliot Pearson Dept of Child Study and earned an M.Ed. in 1980 from Tufts.

I am shocked over her kidnapping and her being taken to St. Albans VT and flown from Burlington.

Response to: Milkshakes and mercurochrome

Steve Keenan says:

At the corner of Temple and Mystic Ave we had Sam’s(owned by Sam Cone) and also Doc’s. They
went by the Wayside when their side of Mystic Ave was demolished to construct Route 93. This
poem touched my heart—so tender, brave, and full of light. Sahiba, your words shine with truth
and hope. Thank you for sharing your beautiful voice.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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The Spirit of America *

by Jimmy Del Ponte

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

When the idea hit
me, I started by look-
ing up gimp. But I
didn't
how to spell it. Then

even know

gimp came up as an
app to enhance the

use of Photoshop on
computers. I finally found the description
of the summer activity that was enjoyed
when we were kids at our neighborhood
playground. Here is the definition found
on the internet,

“Gimp is a flat or round plastic string
used in crafts. It comes in a variety of col-
ors and can be plaited, braided, knotted
or woven. Other names include boon-
doggle, craft lace, lanyard or scoubidou.
Children enjoy making braided ropes
or lanyards for key chains or friendship
bracelets, but adults enjoy creating proj-
ects with it as well, and the crafts creat-
ed can be complex. Braiding or weaving
crafts with gimp stimulates creativity and
hand-eye coordination.”

We didn't know any of that about gimp
except that we enjoyed making stiff out
of it. All we had to do was show up at a

Somerville playground in the 60s and 70s

CRC

Coelho Realty Group

Are You Sitting
On A Fortune?

Call Our Team at CRG To See
What Your Home Is Worth.

617-764~-4342

and the councilors handed out the gimp
and we went to town.

The playground counselors would pass
out the gimp and show you how to use it.
I made things out of gimp at The Brown
Schoolyard and Powder House Park.
Other Somerville people added their com-
ments about gimp, in quotes.

Powder House Park

“I remember at the playground we had
counselor trainees teaching us. It was
called Camp and the name of the play-
ground you went to. They had games,
crafts and snacks and it was so much fun.
They should bring these things back. Yet,
I know, wishful thinking”

“I loved making
these at the parks”

“I remember those days! That was back
in the 1950s. I tried to make a necklace
with that. I never could get it started. Once
it was, then I would finish it. It was kind of
tricky but the person in charge was always
there to help you.”

“At Powder House Park! They charged a
little bit for the materials and it was a big
deal to get the money from mom ... maybe
25 or 50 cents? Choosing my gimp colors,
then sitting down and attaching the clip
end onto the chain link fence to start the
braiding was a right of passage!”

Some kids played with gimp at YMCA
camp. I went a couple of years but all I
remember was going to Hood’s Cherry
Hill Farm. Most of the friends who re-

699 Broadway Ave, Somerville, MA 02144

Do you remember gimp?

membered doing fun activities at city play-
grounds recall making good friends as one
of the most vivid.

“Iloved making these at the parks. Start-
ed at Northeastern then Burns. Such great
memories. Also loved dodgeball and jacks.”
The Brown School schoolyard

“One of my favorites!! Grimmon’s play-
ground every summer. Also, the chains we
made out of gum wrappers!”

“I really wish I could remember how to
make the (gimp) box at the end of the lan-
yard. Wore mine whenever I roller skated.
Always knew wear my skate key was. I
wonder, if I made one today could I place
the car key fob on it? I'd never misplace or
drop my car and house keys.”

There was a store on Broadway near
Clarendon Hill Apartments where we
got our gimp.

Some closing thoughts about having fun
at our city’s playgrounds with gimp.
“Iloved doing the ‘box stitch’to bring the
chain into a loop and finish off the piece””
“I used to love making them. Looking
back, I think having those recreation parks
open for us as kids and teenagers kept a lot
of us out of trouble. Great memories!”
Great memories!

LA POSADA
RESTAURANT

& TEQUILA BAR

9

"o Craft margaritas

O 617-776-2049

505 Medford St,
Somerville, MA 02145

laposadasomerville
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Assault

Arrest

Residential Breaking and Entering

her workplace and was struck with a cane by the male.

it to the victim’s throat. Officers located the suspect and he was placed under arrest.

Somerville Police Dept Crime Log March 23 - April 7

25016391: On 3/26/25 at approximately 5:01 pm, Somerville Police took a report from a female who stated she was taking care of an elderly male at

25017160: On 3/30/25 at approximately 6:33 pm, Somerville Police responded to Beacon St. for report of a fight. Upon arrival, officers spoke with
the victim who stated he got into an altercation with an employee at a nearby business. During the altercation, the suspect brandished a knife and held

25018681: On 4/7/25 at approximately 10:26 pm, officers responded to a residence on Dimick St. for a past breaking and entering. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the

victim who stated she was on vacation and when she returned, she noticed numerous items were stolen.

Other Crimes: 2 MV thefts + 11 Car breaks + 2 Bike thefts + 1 Vandalism + 1 Package theft

— Somerville Police Department

J

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Text A Tip

Text a Tip to the SPD from anywherel!

® 100% completely anonymous © Easy and secure
* Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply text the phone number “TIP411" ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” af
the beginning of your fext message. If your message requires an emergen-

cy response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

Council pay increase not approved conr tromre:

Powered by:

411

by the council.

Upon review of the first draft, city
spokesperson Grace Munns said, “The
city has not opposed the concept of CO-
LAs, in fact, other municipalities such as
Cambridge and Northampton have imple-
mented them, and we are open to explor-
ing the idea.” However, the city raised is-
sues regarding the structure and language.
“The challenge is in the how, not the what.
Somerville doesn't have a history of using
a COLA model for elected officials” and
has relied on the MCAB recommendation
process. That process, last held in 2017
though it is supposed to occur every other
year, allowed for a 60% pay increase (from
$25,000 to $40,000).

On April 8, the finance committee rec-
ommended approval of the compromise
second version that outlined if and when
city councilors, the mayor and school com-
mittee members receive an automatically
yearly pay increase.

The newest language asked for com-
pensation to increase by a maximum of
two percent or the annual average con-
sumer price index increase for the Bos-
ton and north of Boston metro area,

whichever figure is lower. The catch was
that when the Municipal Compensation
Advisory Board [2] issues a recommen-
dation, their findings supersede the au-
tomatic increases.

For example, if the ordinance was in
practice this year, there would be no auto-
matic salary increases because in January
2025, MCAB recommended no changes,
citing above-average pay for those civ-
il servants compared to adjacent towns
and cities. Finance Chair Jake Wilson re-
marked during the meeting, “I believe we
have figured out a way to do cost of living
adjustments for electeds while solving for
the conflict of interest...and the MCAB
recommendation issues.”

Since the first draft, the authors of the
ordinance worked to make it more clear
they were not trying to directly give them-
selves a raise. Brendan Salisbury, Legisla-
tive and Policy Analyst for the city who
helped with the draft, suggested using Jan-
uary 1 of the preceding year for the salary
increases, so that the increase would be
“a year behind” and would avoid the per-
ception that councilors were giving them-

selves raises.

The finance committee agreed. Coun-
cilor Wilson said, “We did not want to
chain it to anything that we would have
(direct) input on. Furthermore, the
councilors could vote to waive a pay in-
crease by a two-thirds vote. Salisbury
said, “If it was going to be a particularly
lean year ahead, the council could know
well in advance” whether or not to allow
or waive the next increase.

Not all the councilors were satisfied.
Councilor J.T. Scott motioned to change
two percent to be four percent before
withdrawing.“I think we are doing a lot of
gymnastics that really are not necessary. I
did want to point out that the standard
pay increase for the entire time I have
been on council for non-union person-
nel is 4%. In some rare cases, there was a
2% year...even in our catastrophic Covid
year, when some raises were delayed, the
city was able to give non-union employees
their pay raise.”

Councilor Clingan also said that he
thought the new language seemed “over-
ly complicated. I have been a proponent
of just tying it to Social Security COLA,
which happens in October each year,” giv-

ing the city time to plan for its budget.
And Councilor Burnley expressed that
he still does not think this language fixes
“the historic gap” in pay.“It is supplemental
without solving the root issue” of council-
ors not getting paid enough.

Even so, Councilor Ewen-Campen, who
sponsored this ordinance, emailed, “The
last time the Municipal Compensation
Advisory Board made a recommenda-
tion on the salaries of elected officials in
Somerville was nine years ago. These sal-
aries have been frozen since then. There
are no other jobs in Somerville that have
not seen a pay raise in a decade. The cost
of living in Somerville increases every year,
and if pay doesn't increase, it's basically
giving people a pay cut every year. I think
it's a matter of basic fairness that public
servants should see a modest cost of living
increase each year.”

Links:

(1] https://www.thesomervilletimes.com/
archives/139396

(2]  https://www.somervillema.gov/de-
partments/municipal-compensation-ad-
visory-board
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Somerville talks clean energy,
and

invasive plants,

By Carlie Lombardi

On April 7, the Open Space, Environ-
ment, and Energy Committee tackled sev-
eral major sustainability topics, including
infrastructure upgrades by Eversource, in-
vasive species management, and changes to
the city’s yard waste pickup calendar.
Eversource discusses project costs, ener-
gy demand, and community disruption

Representatives from Eversource joined
the committee to provide updates on major
energy infrastructure projects, including
upgrades to the Prospect Street Substa-
tion and modernization of underground
cables. While much of the equipment for
these projects was ordered years ago and is
unaffected by recent geopolitical tensions,
Eversource acknowledged that ongoing
trade disruptions and global demand for
energy technology may increase costs for
future projects.

Committee members voiced concern
that rising project costs could ultimately be
passed on to ratepayers. In response, Ever-

source representatives said that costs are

typically spread across the state and spread
out over the lifespan of each project.
Discussions also focused on shifting
demand projections, especially as some
previously planned life science develop-
ments are converted to other commercial
uses. Eversource said it is monitoring these
changes and believes its current 10-year
plan, including the upcoming completion
of the expanded Substation 402, can sup-
portincreased residential density near new
and existing transit spots.
Mass Save budget cuts and rate stability
Much of the conversation also focused
on Eversources delivery charges, which
have risen in recent years. The Mass Save
energy efficiency program has seen budget
cuts of $500 million statewide. Officials
explained that while more people are us-
ing Mass Save benefits, the growing cost of
participation has driven up utility bills.
Somerville Director of Sustainability
Christine Blais reminded residents that
Somerville’'s Community Choice Elec-
tricity program locks in rates through
2028, offering some protection from vol-

B oe

Most awarded
independent serior living
company in the history

of the J.D.Power U.S. Senior Satisfaction Study

Ser
Visit jdpower. com/awards for more information.

Managed by ‘& Life Care Services®
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yard waste

The Open Space, Environment, and Energy Committee recently addressed the lack of invasive species man-
agement, among other issues.

atility in energy markets.
Push for invasive species position ends
in disappointment

The committee also formally closed a
long pending proposal to create a dedi-
cated city position for managing invasive
plant species. Committee member, Willie

[

Burnley Jr., who first submitted the order
15 months ago, expressed frustration at
the lack of progress.

Members and advocates agreed on the
importance of invasive species manage-
ment, especially for aggressive spreaders
like black swallow-wort Continued on page 13

THE DELANEY®

AT THE VALE

STYLE MEETS COMFORT,
AT THE TOP OF THE HILL.

Discover The Delaney® at The Vale, where modern design, bold living, and
welcoming spaces come together in Greater Boston. Get it all, with access
to on-site care and the added luxury of financial flexibility.

LEARN MORE AND SCHEDULE A VISIT

TODAY BY CALLING 781-512-6801.
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INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

300 Began Way | Woburn, MA 01801 | At the top of the hill
781-512-6801 | LIFE@DelaneyatTheVale.com | VisitDelaneyatTheVale.com
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Volume 50 - Report No. 15 ¢ April 7-11, 2025 ¢ Copyright © 2025 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call
records local representatives’ votes on roll calls from the
week of April 7-11. There were no roll calls in the Senate

last week.

$1.3 BILLION FOR TRANSPORTATION AND
EDUCATION (H 4005)

House 140-14, approved and sent to the Senate a $1.3 bil-
lion supplemental budget that uses funds generated from
the recent surtax imposed on taxpayers’ earnings of more
than $1 million annually, to fund $353 million for edu-
cation-related projects and $828 million for transporta-
tion-related ones. It also includes non-surtax spending that

pushes the combined bottom line to roughly $1.3 billion.

The surtax was created by voters in November 2022 when
they voted for a constitutional amendment that allows a
graduated income tax in Massachusetts and imposes an
additional 4 percent income tax, in addition to the flat 5
percent one, on taxpayers earnings of more than $1 mil-
lion annually. Language in the constitutional amendment
requires that “subject to appropriation, the revenue will
go to fund quality public education, affordable public col-
leges and universities, and for the repair and maintenance

of roads, bridges and public transportation.”

A total of $818 million of the $828 million for transpor-
tation will be used for various MBTA projects while $10

million will fund unpaved roads.

The $353 million for education includes $190 million for
Circuit Breaker reimbursements, which provide financial
assistance to public school districts to offset the cost of
delivering high-cost special education services to stu-
dents; $50 million for capital improvements at vocational
schools; $40 million for early education and care work-
force; $10 million for universal school meals for all pub-
lic-school students; and $10 million for Green School-
Works to decarbonize and increase efficiency in schools

through green energy projects.

“Ensuring that every Massachusetts resident has access to
a safe and reliable public transportation system, and that
every student in the commonwealth receives a high-qual-
ity education, are two of the most fundamental respon-
sibilities that we have as elected officials,” said House
Speaker Ron Mariano (D-Quincy). “The investments be-
ing made in this supplemental budget are representative
of the House’s continued focus on meeting those respon-
sibilities and were made possible as a result of years of

fiscally responsible, consensus driven budgeting.”

“The use of these one-time surplus of funds are a unique

opportunity for us to better strengthen the common-

wealth in numerous ways,” said Rep. Aaron Michlewitz
(D-Boston), chair of the House Committee on Ways and
Means. “By further improving our educational and trans-
portation sectors, we will build off the work we have done

in the last several budget cycles with a judicious use of the
Fair Share funds.

“[The] session was dominated by votes that favored pork
barrel spending and neglected support for cities and
towns in transportation and education,” said Rep. Marc
Lombardo (R-Billerica) who voted against the package.
“Instead of allocating critical funding for roads and bridg-
es to benefit all communities, the bill was filled with pork
spending for House leadership. Moreover, instead of fully
funding special education costs that are straining munic-
ipal budgets, we allocated hundreds of millions of dollars
to the MBTA. Overall, the bill failed to provide compre-
hensive financial support to communities across the com-

monwealth. Beacon Hill needs to do better.”

“While the education piece was strong, the transporta-
tion piece was not,” said Rep. Joe McKenna (R-Webster).
“The stark disparity in funding between the MBTA get-
ting nearly the entirety of funding while the 277 cities and
towns without direct MBTA access were effectively left
out, was too large a gap to support the bill”

(A"Yes” vote is for the bill. A“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ Yes
Rep. Mike Connolly Yes
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven Yes

$50 MILLION TO CITIES AND TOWNS FOR
LOCAL ROADS (H 4005)

House 25-125, rejected an amendment that would reduce
funding for the MBTA by $50 million (from $818 million
to $768 million) and instead give the $50 million to cities
and towns for roads using a formula based strictly on each
municipality’s local road mileage. Currently, communities
receive roads funding based on their population, employ-

ment and total road miles.

“The amendment would have shifted only $50 million -
just 6 percent out of $828 million - for the MBTA and
reappropriate it to Chapter 90 to be allocated based on
a town’s road mileage,” said amendment sponsor Rep. Joe
McKenna (R-Sutton). “This would have shown a strong
commitment from the commonwealth to provide region-
al equity in transportation infrastructure in all corners of
the state, while still infusing a massive $743 million dol-
lars to the TV

Rep. James Arciero (D-Westford) said that adequate

funding for roads and bridges is always important, but it’s
part of a larger discussion. This is a subject that’s better
suited for examination before the public at the commit-
tee level. The Transportation Committee will take up this
very subject tomorrow when it hears the governot’s $1.5
billion proposal for the Chapter 90 program. The commit-
tee looks forward to hearing from legislators, stakeholders
and municipal leaders across the state as we examine the

governor's proposal.

(A “Yes” vote is for $50 million for cities and towns. A

“No” vote is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

TRANSGENDER STUDENTS AND SCHOOL
SPORTS - During the debate on the surtax, Freshman
Rep. John Gaskey (R-Carver) proposed an amendment
that would prohibit any public school from allowing a bi-
ological male athlete to participate on a gitls' sports team
and also prohibit a biological female athlete from partic-
ipating on a boys’ sports team. Any school found not in
compliance with this ban would forfeit all games which

violate the ban.

“For too long Massachusetts has put girls at risk in
sports,” said Gaskey. “There have been several instances of
boys seriously injuring girls on the field during matches.
This is not a transgender issue alone, this is protecting
children and creating a system of fair competition. Boys
are stronger, faster and more aggressive, and put gitls, who
are more prone to injury (Harvard study), at greater risk.
Massachusetts is putting federal funding at risk by not ad-

dressing this requirement as well.”

The House did not vote on the ban itself because Rep. Ken
Gordon (D-Bedford) offered a further amendment that
would delay the ban from taking place until the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Education studies the
transgender students in school sports issue. The House
approved the delay and essentially killed Gaskey’s bill. The

vote was conducted on a voice vote without a roll call.

Rep. Gordon said that the issue is not a simple one but
rather a complex one, involving issues of federal and state
law, and also is the subject of multiple bills that are be-
ing considered by the Committee on Education, includ-
ing one proposed by Gaskey himself. He argued that the
study and a public hearing on the ban should be complete

before the House votes on it. Continued on page 16
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Happy spring holidays, Somerville.
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Our View Of The Times

If there’s one universal certainty among
most — if not all — people, we surely en-
joy the transition from the cold, gloomy
atmosphere of winter to the explosion of
life and natural beauty as the months of
spring unfold.

Hallmarks of this special time include
the religious holidays that many of us
celebrate, such as Easter, for those of the
Christian faith, and the rites of Passover

Newstalk conT. FrROM PG 2

practiced by those of the Jewish faith.
Likewise, the Muslim holiday of Eid al-
Fitr begins later this month.

Whatever one’s faith — or lack of reli-
gious belief — we can all pretty much agree
that the old-fashioned traditions we have
known our lives can bring us closer togeth-
er, as long as we embrace them in the spirit
of goodwill and community involvement.

One doesn't have to necessarily have re-

ligious convictions to enjoy watching the
young ones having a ball at a neighbor-
hood Easter egg hunt.

History tells us that the custom of the
Easter egg hunt has its origins dating back
to the late 16th century, when the Prot-
estant reformer Martin Luther organized
egg hunts for his congregation. Easter eggs
and the egg hunt became more popular
in mainstream England in the late 19th

and early 20th centuries as society began
to change. The tradition continued on
through the present day, and it looks as
though it will go on into the future.

This has become a tradition that the re-
ligious and secular alike can enjoy either
participating in or simply observing.

And hey, if nothing else there are those
great after-Easter candy blowout sales at
your local pharmacy. Just don't overdo it.

Happy birthday to a nice guy, Blake
Maddux, who has written in the past for
this us. We wish him a great day. Happy
birthday to Julie Phelan Brady. We hope
she enjoys her day. Happy birthday to
Jim Cook, who is celebrating this week.
Happy birthday to Bob DiGuardia, who
is also celebrating this week. We wish a
happy birthday to all of our Facebook
friends, such as Eilen Langille, Karen
Muti Standel, Missy JT, Olga Solomi-
ta, Joanne Veneziano Finnegan, Patri-
cia Ferrelli, Lee Erica Byron Palmer,
Rachel Strutt, Paul Stanford and Ben-
jamin Holmes who are all celebrating
this week. To all the others we may have

missed and, yes, we must admit there are
a few more out there. We sincerely wish
them the very best of birthdays.
AXXXXXXEEA LA A AR AR AR A A XA A XXX XXX KAKX

Joshua Sarifiana’s upcoming exhibition,
Mental Mapping, will be showcased at
SomArt @ the Armory, 191 Highland
Ave., Second Floor, Suite 2A, Somerville.
The exhibition runs from April 1 through
June 22, 2025. This exhibition delves into
the intersections of neuroscience, artificial
intelligence, and visual storytelling, Men-
tal Mapping explores how internal net-
works, such as memory, perception, and
emotion, shape the way we experience
and navigate the world.https://www.

joshuasarinana.com/mental-mapping

ER R R R R R R R R R S P P R R R R R R R R R R R R R R
Poetry Class at the COA meets on
Wednesday, 16, 23 and 30 from noon
to 1:00 pm Free of charge. Learn more
about how to create your own poems at
the Somerville Council on Aging, led
by Somerville poet Shirley Ware. Learn
the art of writing poems in a nurturing,
creative environment. Grab-n-Go lunch
is available upon request. RSVP to Na-
tasha Naim by calling 617-625-6600,
ext. 2317.

R R R R R R R R R R S P P R R R R R R R R R R R R R S
Around Hear: Spring Break Concert.
Saturday, April 26, 2 — 3:30 pm, Mystic

Activity Center, 530 Mystic Ave. Somet-
ville. Free, open to the public. Listeners
of all ages are welcome. Refreshments
served. Write, draw, move while you lis-
ten. After-concert pizza party. Come join
in for a concert of music so uplifting, you
might find yourself flying around the
room. Between musical flights of joy by
Telemann and Beethoven, they will be
sharing a set of songs from their evolving
“Superdoves!” project: a combination
adventure novel+song cycle. And excit-
ing news: besides having two incredible
human guest musicians joining in for this
program, Flappy the Pigeon will be on
hand (literally) to teach  Continued on page 21
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1. How many marzi-
pan balls are tradition-
ally on a simnel cake?

2. In Switzerland,
what animal delivers

Easter eggs to kids?

3. In what country did
the tradition of the
Easter Bunny origi-
nate?

4. The original Easter
bunny in Germany
was actually what sort
of animal?

5. What is Fat Tues-
day?

6. What is the tradi-
tional Easter mascot in
Australia?

7. Which president

was the first to intro-
duce an Easter bunny
to the White House
Easter Egg Roll?

8. Which American
President died during

Passover?

9. What is egg danc-

ing?

10. What flower is

considered the symbol
of Easter?

11. What is the name
of the ceremonial
dinner held on the first
two nights of Pass-
over?

12. What type of
bread is eaten during
Passover?

Answers on page 14

A

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

The SomervilleTimes

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. Hummingbirds are the only animals that can fly backward.

2. Many oranges are actually green.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
DOCTOR'S ORDERS
ACROSS

1. Little Richard’s“_ Frutti”
6. Arrival time, acr.

9. Deity, in Sanskrit

13.___ -under, pl.

14. Lysergic acid diethylamide
15. Support person

16. Fictional professor Lupin’s first name
17. Snoop

18. Computer accessory

19. Pill alternative

21. Medical care

23. Use eyes

24. Slap on

25. Hot beverage amount

28. Tear down

30. Tissue testing

35. Smell

37. Gardener's storage

39. Shipping box

40. Eight furlongs

41. Subject matter

43, Square footage

44. Like some towelettes

46, Russian ruler, once

47. Pasturelands

48. Acted

50. Enthusiasm

52.“Silent Spring” subject

53. Popular PBS science show
55. Letters of distress

57. Stitches

61. Perpetual illness

65. Offer two cents

66.____ Hot, pain relief patch
68. Branch of economics

69. Sega hedgehog

70. Bubble maker

71.Be of use

72. December stone

73. Born, in society pages

74. Rental agreement

DOWN

1. Rigid necklace

2. Eye's middle layer

3. Short-term employee
4. Hernia support

5. Surgeon General, in relation to warning on

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

© StatePoint Media

smoking

6. Other than what's implied

7.5 cc, for short

8. Adytum, pl.

9. Mendelsohn on “The New Look”
10. Cocoyam

11. Julia Louis-Dreyfus' HBO role
12. Major employer

15. Pertaining to amoebae

20. Minimum

22. Busy airport

24, blue
25. French WWI battle site

, to Baby Beluga

26. Expression

27. Disease once alleviated with iron lung
29.Tdap/DTaP, e.g.

31. Type of thermometer

32. Peeled and cut, as in pear

33. Lieu

34. Leavening agent

36.Bed

38. Obsolescent phone feature
42. Violent collision

45. Hedgehog-like Madagascar native
49. Anonymous John

51. Like 97 to 99 degrees
54."Peace” with fingers (2 words)
56. Wine from Verona

57. Average

58. Fairytale’s second word?

59. Like Elton John's Dancer

60. Type of operating system

61. Inflorescence

62. March Madness org.

63. Part of #2 Down

64. His was a merry old soul

67. Pool tool

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Darin James Carney

Darin James Carney
June 7, 1994 — May 21, 2024

A funeral mass will be held for
Darin on April 25, 2025 at 1
p-m. at St. Monica Church,

APRIL 16, 2025 9

-

331 Old Colony Avenue, South
Boston, a five-minute walk
from Andrew Station on the
Red Line. He will be laid to rest
at Woodlawn Cemetery, Ever-
ett at a later date.

Darin loved and was loved by
his mother Megan Fewtrell, his
father Jason Carney, his grand-
parents Frederick Fewtrell and
Leslie Baldner, the late Denise
Carney and Joseph Carney and
the late Shane O’Neil who was
his brother. All from Somerville,
MA. Darin also had many other
treasured family and friends.

Come to remember Darin
who was a shining light in our
lives and will continue to be

forever.

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138
and speak to the Assignment Editor

N
Honoring Memorial Day in Somerville

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the Somer-
ville Department of Veterans’ Services are
announcing that Somerville's Memorial Day

parade will be held on Sunday, May 25.

The parade will step off at 11 a.m. from
Davis Square, proceeding west on Hol-
land Street through Teele Square and onto
Broadway, ending at the Veterans Cemetery
between Alewife Brook Parkway and North
Street. This year’s Grand Marshal is Somer-
ville resident and Medal of Honor recipient

Thomas G. Kelley.

The City’s annual remembrance ceremony will immediately follow at the Somerville Veterans’
Memorial Cemetery to honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice while in service to our
country. The ceremony will feature remarks by Mayor Ballantyne and Director of Veterans’ Services
Jerome Thomas.

Sign Up to Join the Parade or Volunteer

Somerville community groups, organizations, and local businesses are encouraged to participate
and march along with local Veterans and first responders, as well as volunteers to help the parade
run smoothly.

To sign up to participate, or volunteer, please complete a brief form at somervillema.gov/memorial-
day or call 617-625-6600 x 4700. The deadline to register as a parade participant is Friday, May 2.

Please contact the Somerville Department of Veterans’ Services at veterans@somervillema.gov or
call 617-625-6600 x 4700 with questions.

Dorothy/s Comer

Passover Charoset

Charoset symbolizes one of at least
five traditional items found on the
Seder Plate during Passover. Char-
oset is a sweet relish of fruits, nuts,
honey, spices, and wine. It represents
the clay that was used to make bricks
when the Israelites were enslaved in
Ancient Egypt.

For more detailed information, go
to  https://jamiegeller.com/recipes/
ashkenazi-style-charoset/. The reci-
pe below was adapted from https://
www.realsimple.com/food-recipes/
browse-all-recipes/charoset, ~ Emily
McKenna.

2 Apples, peeled and chopped into
small pieces

1/2 Teaspoon lemon zest

1/2 Lemon, juiced

1/2 Cup toasted walnuts

1/2 Cup raisins

1/8 Cup honey

1/4 Cup orange marmalade

1/2 Teaspoon cinnamon

1/8 Teaspoon Chinese five spice
Pinch of kosher salt

Preheat oven to 350°. Place the wal-
nuts onto a cookie sheet and place in
the oven for 10 minutes. Prepare the
apples and place into a medium bowl.
Add the lemon zest and lemon juice
to the apples and mix well. This helps
keeping them from oxidizing.

In a small saucepan, add the raisins,
honey, and orange marmalade. Place
over a low heat and stir until the rai-
sins are completely covered, about 2
minutes. Take off the heat and add the
cinnamon, five spice, and salt, stir until
completely mixed. Chop the walnuts
into smaller pieces and add to the ap-
ples, then add the raisin mixture to the
apples and blend everything together
until well incorporated.

Let sit for 4-6 hours in the refrigera-
tor. Serve with matzo crackers. Serves

-

4-6 people.

If you're planning on cooking a bris-
ket and the side of tzimmes, here’s
a link to a crock pot tzimmes recipe
from a previous post I did in the past:

https://www.thesomervilletimes.
com/archives/64030.

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddi-
marzo2002.wix.com/ thymethief.
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LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING
& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE
MAYOR

THOMAS F. GALLIGANI, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a
public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at 6:45pm
on the following applications, in accordance with the Historic Districts
Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended,
and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. Il, Chap. 7, Sec-
tions 7-16 — 7-28.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Historic
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation.
An audio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request
to historic@somervillema.gov.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/\WWN_4s2IBRIjQ66HJzuErnNJaQ

Webinar ID: 864 6024 6012

TO CALLIN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING
COMPONENT

Alterations to Local Historic District (LHD) Properties

HP25-000004 — 80 Hinckley Street

Applicant; Eric Kortz

Owner: Peter Doherty

The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter a LHD
property by removing the rear mudroom, installing an awning on the
rear, and replacing the vinyl windows.

DETERMINATIONS OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE (STEP 1 IN THE

DEMOLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP25-000008 - 6 Wheatland Street

Applicant: Adam Dash Assoc.

Owner: NPQ Properties LLC

The Applicant seeks to demolish a building constructed a minimum
of 75 years ago.

DETERMINATIONS OF PREFERABLY PERSERVED (STEP 2 IN THE
DEMOLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP24-000119 - 60 Franklin Street

Applicant: Pablo Picker-Picker Construction

Owner: Shelley J Milligan

The Applicant seeks to demolish a building constructed a minimum
of 75 years ago.

Case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases.
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda (post-
ed 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or email
historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be heard.
Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written comments due
to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one week prior
to the meeting date. Email histeric@somervillema.gov with inquiries.

4/16/25 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual public
hearing on Wednesday, April 30, 2025, at 6:00pm through Zoom.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Zoning
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN HTGLnaSvSWS5Tmap9vsk Q
Webinar 1D: 815 6753 5100

TO CALLIN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

238 Summer Street Mary Agner and Denis Moskowitz seeks relief
from SZ0 Section 3.1.7.b, regarding the
minimum sum of side setbacks, which requires
a Hardship Variance.

56 Webster Avenue  Triad Alpha Partners, LLC seeks an extension of

time on a previously granted special permit
(ZBA #2008-65) and a modification to the
conditions of its approval.

22 McGrath Highway Juice Joint LLC. seeks to establish a Formula
Business principal use in the Commercial
Business (CB) district, which requires a Special
Permit.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by email to
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

4/16/25 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
PLANNING BOARD
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Planning Board (PB) will hold a virtual public hearing on
Thursday, May 1, 2025, at 6:00pm through Zoom.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, this meeting of the Planning
Board will be conducted via remote participation. An audio recording of
these proceedings will be available upon request to
planningboard@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN nM3JSLxmSP6Jzw84n3g0rg
Webinar ID: 898 6072 8392

TO CALLIN
An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Planning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

74 Middlesex Ave Leone’s Donut Shop, Inc. seeks to establish

a Formula Business principal use in the
Assembly Square Mixed Use (ASMD) district,
which requires a Special Permit.

362-368 Mystic Ave Haze of Somerville, LLC proposes to
establish a Cannabis Retail Sales use in the
Mid-Rise 5 (MR5) zoning district, which

requires a Special Permit.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.
Interested persons may provide comments to the Planning Board at the
hearing or by submitting written comments by email to
PlanningBoard@somervillema.gov.

4/16/25 The Somerville Times
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
167 HOLLAND STREET, 3RD FLOOR
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144
BID #S2026-04

The School Committee of the City of Somerville invites sealed bids for:
School Bus Transportation Services for Special Needs Students

The IFB package may be obtained by emailing Leah Arredondo in the Fi-
nance Office, larredondo@k12.somerville.ma.us or can be picked up at
the Somerville School Department, Finance Office, 167 Holland Street,
Somerville, MA 02144 on or after Tuesday, April 8, 2025.

Sealed bid responses will be received no later than 4 p.m. on Monday,
April 28, 2025 at the Finance Office, Somerville School Department, 167
Holland Street, Somerville, MA 02144 at which time and place they shall
be publicly opened and read aloud. This is a three (3) year contract: July
1,2025 to June 30, 2028.

The School Committee of the City of Somerville reserves the right to
reject any or all bids or any part or parts thereof, waive any minor in-
formality in the Bid process and to award the Contract that is deemed
to be in the best interest of the City of Somerville School Department.

Patricia Durette
Interim Chief Financial Officer
Somerville Public Schools

4/9/25, 4/16/25 The Somerville Times

LEGAL NOTICE

City of Somerville
Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development
(OSPCD)
WFD-25.4

The City of Somerville, Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and
Community Development (O0SPCD) invites sealed proposals for the
Childcare Career Advancement Initiative
Workforce Development Grant Programs

Workforce Development Grant Programs. Proposals must be for
programs that assist in the creation and maintenance of employment
and career opportunities for low- and moderate-income residents of
the City of Somerville. Funds for the Childcare Career Advancement

Initiative are provided by the Job Creation and Retention Trust.
Bid Number WFD-25.4

Request for Proposal packages for both programs will be posted and
available for download on the City of Somerville website beginning at
10:00AM, Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at www.somervillema.gov/wfd.
Print copies available upon request to William Blackmer at email
WFD@somervillema.gov.

An electronic PDF file should be emailed to WFD@somervillema.gov.
and proposal packages must be submitted no later than

12:00 PM, Friday, May 23, 2025
for responses to WFD-25.4.

Please contact the City of Somerville’s Workforce Development staff,
by email at WFD@somervillema.gov, for information and proposal
packages.

Thomas Galligani, Executive Director
617- 625-6600, x 2500

4/16/25 The Somerville Times
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SOMERVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING

THE SOMERVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE WILL CONDUCT
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT'S FY2025 BUDGET

Wednesday, May 7, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M.

In the EAST SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM-50 Cross Street

To watch the Budget Hearing live from home:
Use the following web address and choose GOVTV: www.somervillema.gov/tv

THE PUBLIC IS CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND

llana Krepchin, Chair
Somerville School Committee

Dr. Sarah Phillips, Vice Chair
Finance and Facilities Subcommittee

Dr. Rubén Carmona
Superintendent of Schools

For questions regarding the Budget Hearing, please contact your School Committee Ward Member:
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/somerville-school-committee

Budget information will be posted on the Somerville Public School website prior to the Budget hearing here:
https://somerville.k12.ma.us/district-leadership/central-administration/finance-and-facilities

STATE-WIDE SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
PUBLIC HEARING

THE SOMERVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL
CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO
DETERMINE PARTICIPATION IN THE SCHOOL
CHOICE PROGRAM FOR THE 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR
MONDAY, MAY 19, 2025, at 6:30 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL

4/16/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
RFP # 25-63

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites sealed bids for:

Sewer Systems Repair and Maintenance

A request for bid (IFB) may be obtained online at www.bidexpress.com,
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement, or from the PCS Depart-
ment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 on
or after Wednesday, April 16, 2025. Sealed Bids will be received at the
above office until: 2:00 PM EST, Thursday May 1, 2025. The Chief Pro-
curement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all bids if, in her sole
judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be served
by so doing.

Please email Jordan T. Remy at jremy@somervillema.gov for more in-
formation.

Jordan T. Remy
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3409
4/16/25 The Somerville Times

Legal Notice

The following vehicles will be sold
Pursuit to M.G.L. 255 S.39A
2002 Toyota Camry Vin# 4T1BE32K22U579252
2006 Ford E150 Vin# 1FTRE14L46DA83985
2013 Ford Taurus Vin# 1TFAHP2D88DG197982
2013 Hyundai Veloster Vin# KMHTC6AD7DU142641
2004 Honda Element Vin# 5J6YH285X4L012520
2006 BMW X3 Vin# WBXPA93466\WD28680
2011 Land Rover LR4 Vin# SALAK2D47BA569733
2010 Mazda 3 Vin# JM1BL1SGOA1188532
2010 Toyota Corolla Vin# 2T1BU4EE7AC290527
To satisfy the debt owed to
Cityside Enterprises Inc.
617-776-6111

4/16/25 The Somerville Times
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
167 HOLLAND STREET, 3RD FLOOR
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144
BID #S2026-05

The School Committee of the City of Somerville invites sealed bids for:

School Student Transportation Services Including
Charter Transportation for Somerville Public Schools.

The IFB package may be obtained by emailing Leah Arredondo in the Fi-
nance Office, larredondo@k12.somerville.ma.us or can be picked up at
the Somerville School Department, Finance Office, 167 Holland Street,
Somerville, MA 02144 on or after Wednesday, April 9, 2025.

Sealed bid responses will be received no later than 10:00 a.m. on Tues-
day, April 29, 2025 at the Finance Office, Somerville School Department,
167 Holland Street, Somerville, MA 02144 at which time and place they
shall be publicly opened and read aloud. This is a three (3) year con-

tract: July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2028.

The School Committee of the City of Somerville reserves the right to
reject any or all bids or any part or parts thereof, waive any minor in-
formality in the Bid process and to award the Contract that is deemed
to be in the best interest of the City of Somerville School Department.

Patricia Durette
Interim Chief Financial Officer
Somerville Public Schools

4/9/25, 4/16/25 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to the Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L.c.131840, the SOMER-
VILLE CONSERVATION COMMISSION will hold a Public Meeting on
Tuesday, April 22nd, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. to review the Request for De-
termination of Applicability (RDA) on behalf of the Applicant, Mystic
River Watershed Association (MyRWA), the Horsley Witten Group, Inc.
(HW) in conjunction with Offshoots, Inc. This Request for Determination
of Applicability (RDA) application and supporting materials pertains
to invasive species management and installation of native plant com-
munities at Blessing of the Bay Park in Somerville, MA. The proposed
amendment involves installing pervious pathways as part of the park's
ongoing ecological restoration effort. These pathways will allow water
to filter through, reducing runoff, preventing erosion, and promoting
groundwater recharge, and unlike compacted dirt paths that can erode
over time, will protect water quality within the downgradient waters.
Pervious surfaces are more durable, require less maintenance, and will
provide more formalized access to sensitive areas, such as the restored
plant meadows and woodland canopy understory plantings.

Copies of the application can be viewed at the Mayor’s Office of Stra-
tegic Planning and Community Development, 93 Highland Avenue,
Somerville, MA. Contact Malik Drayton, Conservation Agent, at 617-
625-6600 x2514, or send an email to mdrayton@somervillema.gov for
more information.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this public meeting will be
conducted via remote participation.

TO USE A COMPUTER
Webinar ID
810 9985 4585

Registration URL
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN _6g3bPqwmR3uE2HJ4eHmCBA

4/16/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING SERVICES
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
RFQ## 25-64

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement & Contract Services
Department invites sealed bids for:

On-Call Engineering Services for Various Public Works Projects

The bid package may be obtained online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/procurement or from the City of Somer-
ville’s electronic bidding platform at
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, April
16th, 2025 Sealed bids will be received at the PCS Department, Somer-
ville City Hall, and 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 or via Bid
Express until: 2:30 pm, Wednesday, May 14th, 2025.

The City of Somerville reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive
any minor informality in the RFP process, and accept the proposal(s)
deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Somerville.

Please email procurement@somervillema.gov for more information.

Thupten Chukhatsang
Senior Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3400
4/16/25 The Somerville Times

Be sure to visit us online at
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Food For Free laces up for Project
Bread’s 57th Walk for Hunger

On May 4, Food For Free will step up for
Project Bread’s 57th Walk for Hunger.
For the 7th consecutive year, the Somer-
ville-based nonprofit will raise money to
support statewide food security through
the Commonwealth Program. The Com-
monwealth gives organizations address-
ing food insecurity 60% of all funds they
raise to support their own hunger relief
programs, with the remaining 40% ap-
plied to Project Bread’s statewide food
security efforts.

The Walk for Hunger, Project Bread’s
flagship community fundraiser, brings to-
gether a diverse community dedicated to
ensuring food security across the state.
The celebration is set for Sunday, May 4
at 9 am. and will feature family-friendly
activities, food, and entertainment. This
year’s Walk will remain an accessible route
on the fully paved sidewalks, allowing peo-
ple with mobility devices, young children,
and other needs to participate. ASL inter-
preters and multilingual staff will be pres-
ent throughout the event.

“It is becoming more and more difficult
for people to afford enough to eat,” says
Erin McAleer, President & CEO of Proj-
ect Bread.“One in 5 families with kids are
worried about where their next meal will
come from. The Walk for Hunger is our
opportunity to make an immediate differ-
ence in the lives of thousands of our neigh-
bors. Organizations like Food For Free are
what make The Walk for Hunger such a
powerful event. Together, as a community,
we're making sure people can access food
with dignity and choice each day.”

Food For Free acquires rescued, donat-
ed, and purchased food from a number of

sources to meet the increased demand to

ensure everyone in the community—re-
gardless of age, income, or background—
has consistent access to nutrition. As one of
the nation’s first food rescue organizations,
the leading food rescue and distribution
nonprofit in Eastern Massachusetts now
serves over 132,000 Massachusetts resi-
dents and distributes 6.2 million pounds
of fresh and prepared foods annually.

With the end of the USDA’s Local Food
Purchasing Assistance limiting fresh pro-
duce access, funds from this year’s Walk
for Hunger will help expand offerings
at summer School Markets., The team
aims to raise $8,000, rallying volunteers,
community partners, and supporters to
strengthen the movement for food equity.

“The Walk for Hunger is an opportu-
nity to unite with others who share our
commitment to ending food insecurity,’
says Alex Gladwell, Associate Director of
Programs and Partnerships at Food For
Free.“By walking, we not only raise funds
but also awareness of the challenges many
in our community face in accessing fresh,
healthy food. Together, we can create
meaningful, lasting change.”

Beginning in 1969 as the first pledge
walk in the nation, money raised from The
Walk for Hunger is critical to fund system-
ic change for hunger relief. Project Bread
launched the joint-fundraising Common-
wealth Program in 2019. In 2024, 39
nonprofits raised more than $228,000 to
support their own programs for statewide
food security.

Donate directly to Food For Free’s Com-
monwealth fundraiser at https://give.pro-
jectbread.org/team/644226. To register
as a participant for Project Bread’s Walk
for Hunger, or to support a walker or team

with a donation, visit give.projectbread.

org/walk. All individual walkers are en-
couraged to fundraise a minimum of $25
and teams $250. Participants who raise
$500 or more are recognized as Heart &
Sole walkers and receive access to person-
alized fundraising support, exclusive event
gear, free breakfast on Walk Day, and invi-
tations to exclusive events.

People experiencing food insecurity
should call Project Bread’s FoodSource
Hotline (1-800-645-8333), which pro-
vides confidential, free assistance getting
connected to a variety of food resources
in 180 languages and for the hearing im-
paired. Counselors can pre-screen families
and help them to apply for SNAP. Learn
more at projectbread.org/get-help.

Project Bread is the leading statewide
food security organization in Massachu-
setts. Beginning in 1969 with the first

Walk for Hunger, the nonprofit focuses on
driving systemic change to ensure people
of all ages have reliable access to healthy
food. Project Bread works collaboratively
across sectors to create innovative solu-
tions to end hunger and improve lives
across the Commonwealth. For more in-
formation, visit: www.projectbread.org.

Food For Free acquires rescued, donat-
ed, and purchased food from a number of
sources to meet the increased demand to
ensure everyone in the community — re-
gardless of age, income, or background —
has consistent access to nutrition. As one
of the nation’s first food rescue organiza-
tions, Food For Free now serves more than
132,000 Massachusetts residents facing
food insecurity and distributes 6.2 million
pounds of nutritious fresh and prepared
foods annually. For more information, vis-
it: www.foodforfree.org.

organizations.

\_

Applications now open for the Somerville Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program

The City of Somerville is now accepting applications for the 2025 Mayor’s Summer Jobs Program, a six-week paid career readiness initiative for Somerville youth ages 14
through the summer of high school graduation. This program offers teens the chance to explore potential career paths, build workplace and interpersonal skills, and connect
with their community. Participants will work up to 20 hours per week from July 7 through August 15 in a variety of roles across more than 20 city departments and local

“Our young people are talented, capable, and full of potential,” said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne.“This program gives them the tools to step confidently into the workforce
while making a real impact right here in their community. I can't wait to welcome this summer’s new class of changemakers.”

Work opportunities are available with the Parks and Recreation Department, Somerville Public Schools, the Department of Public Works, Library, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Department of Racial and Social Justice, and more. A limited number of placements are also available with non-profit and private-sector partners throughout the city.

The city is accepting applications now through April 30, 2025. Interested applicants should complete the online application: https://cityofsomerville.applytojob.com/apply/
je32cinE40/Mayors-Summer-Jobs-Program?referrer=202503271411000MN6GHYGAXAVBYZX

After submitting the form, applicants will receive a confirmation email that their application has been received.For questions, please contact summerjobs@somervillema.gov.

~
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Middlesex DA announces indictment in the
2009 cold case murder of Charline Rosemond

Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan
and Somerville Police Chief Shumeane
Benford announced that Heinsky Ana-
creon, 38, of Malden has been indicted
for murder in the shooting death of Char-
line Rosemond in Somerville in 2009.
Charline Rosemond was last seen alive
in Somerville on April 7, 2009. Her body
was found slumped in her father’s car in a
parking lot in Union Square on April 13,
2009. She had been shot.

At the time of her death, Charline Rose-
mond was 23 years old, living with her
family in Everett and working at a car deal-
ership in Brighton. She had told friends
and family that she was planning to buy a
used Lexus. She had withdrawn a substan-
tial amount of cash from her bank earlier
that week to make the purchase.

Charline Rosemond

Evidence developed by the Cold Case
Unit of the Middlesex District Attor-
neys Office revealed that, acting together,
Anacreon and his friend, Roberto Jeune,
induced the victim to bring the cash she
had withdrawn to a remote parking lot,
where she was shot and killed. Jeune,
whom the victim had believed was one of

her closest friends, convinced her he had
a contact who could secure the type of car
she was looking for at a favorable price.
Anacreon played the part of that contact,
as he had access, through his workplace,
to the exact model of Lexus that the
victim was seeking. Together, Jeune and
Anacreon used that car as bait to gain the
victim’s trust.

In the aftermath of the murder, Ana-
creon had admitted to a close confidant
that he had provided the .44 Magnum
firearm that was used to take the victim’s
life and that he had disposed of the mur-
der weapon by throwing it into a body
of water. The murder weapon has never
been recovered. Roberto Jeune died of
natural causes in Philadelphia, PA on
July 8, 2024.

“Charline Rosemond was a promising
and hard-working young woman with
her whole life ahead of her,” said District
Attorney Marian Ryan. “We allege to-
day that she was taken advantage of and
murdered by two men who were willing
to take her life for $4,000. They killed her
in cold blood. They celebrated the murder
with a bottle of champagne, and they left

her body in a parking lot for days, while
her family frantically searched for her.
This indictment is the first step in holding
Anacreon accountable for Charline Rose-
mond’s murder. It is another reminder of
our commitment to neither forgetting nor
giving up on uncharged cases. I want to
thank our State Police homicide unit and
the Somerville Police Department detec-
tives who never gave up on this case,” said
District Attorney Ryan.

In addition to the indictment for
First Degree Murder, Anacreon has
also been indicted for one count of At-
tempt to Willfully Mislead a Police Of-
ficer, and one count of Attempt to Will-
fully Mislead an Attorney, charges that
arise from his efforts on May 21, 2024,
to obstruct justice during a proffer ses-
sion with authorities.

In a formal interview setting, and with
his own attorney present, Anacreon
claimed that his friend Roberto Jeune had
admitted to him that he had committed
the murder of Charline Rosemond but de-
nied that he had any prior knowledge or
any involvement in Jeune’s plan. Evidence
developed during the course of the inves-

Charline Rosemond.

tigation convincingly demonstrated that
Anacreon’s denials of participation were
knowingly and willfully false.

An arraignment date in this case has not
been scheduled. The prosecutor assigned
is Chief of the Middlesex District Attor-
ney’s Office Cold Case Unit David Solet.
The Victim Witness Advocate is Susie
Marshall.

of Deanna Cremin.

\_

Last week at the regular meeting of the Somerville City Council held on April 10, Middlesex
District Attorney Marian Ryan made an unprecedented appearance to answer questions from
city councilors on behalf of members of the public, regarding the long-unsolved 1995 murder

DA Ryan’s visit comes on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the case, which continues to deeply
impact the Somerville community. The engagement was prompted by renewed calls for transpar-
ency, justice, and accountability in one of Middlesex County’s most haunting unsolved homicides.

During the meeting, DA Ryan addressed inquiries about the possibility of tainted evidence, sta-tus of
the investigation, challenges in solving the case, and the potential for new developments. Her appear-
ance was seen as a long-awaited step toward public dialogue and renewed attention to the case.

The City Council, along with residents and advocacy groups, remain committed to seeking justice
for Deanna and supporting her family’s decades-long fight for answers. The entire appearance can

be seen here: https://youtu.be/7xcgoiLg83k.

Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan discusses
unsolved murder of Deanna Cremin with City Council

~

Somerville talks clean energy, invasive plants, and yard waste cowr.tomecs

and Japanese knotweed, but pointed out
budget constraints and suggested leverag-
ing volunteers and educational outreach
instead.

Members called for stronger public out-
reach, including multilingual education-

al materials and better online resources.

“This is the type of thing that’s incredibly
difficult to get ahead of,” said Councilor
Jake Wilson, who suggested expanding
volunteer education efforts as a stopgap.
Yard waste pickup expanded after com-
munity push

In a rare win for residents, officials

announced that the city will extend yard
waste pickup through December and
begin weekly collections earlier in Oc-
tober. The change comes after advocacy
from Councilor Lance Davis, and will be
implemented as a cost neutral pilot pro-
gram in 2025.

Looking ahead

While much of the conversation touched
on the challenges of balancing sustainabili-
ty goals with limited resources, committee
members remained optimistic about con-
tinued collaboration with Eversource, city
departments, and community groups.
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Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled-it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-866-258-6720

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free Consultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear Round In Aru-
ba.The water is safe, and the dining
is fantastic. Walk out to the beach.
3-Bedroom weeks available. Sleeps
8. Email: carolaction@aol.com for
more information.

YOU'LLWANTTO USETHISTIME-
SHARE. Orange Lake, Florida. Near
Disney. Weeks 8 & 9 (February) One
floor living with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,
full kitchen, laundry. Purchase both
for $19,000. Call 978.371.2442 or
email carol@actionunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Cover-
age for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount
plan. Get your free Information Kit
with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! In-
ogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

HOME SERVICES

Aging Roof? New Homeowner?
Got Storm Damage? You need a
local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available. Call
1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & resto-
ration: A small amount of water can
lead to major damage and mold
growth in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete repairs
to protect your fami-ly and your
home's value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-452-1183

CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED
ONE? Wondering about options
like senior-living communities and
in-home care? Caring.com's Family
Advisors are here to help take the
guesswork out of senior care for
you and your family. Call for your
FREE, no-obligation consulta-
tion:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100. Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices.

DISHTV $64.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some
Restrictions Apply. Promo Expires
01/31/2024. 1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-723-0883

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline,
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping
and handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-877-559-8698

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET
Finally, no hard data limits! Call To-
day for speeds up to 26mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms
apply. 1-877-459-1615

SAFE STEP North America's #1
Walk-InTub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our
FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe-Step
1-844-610-9711

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to re-ceive a FREE
7-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to
sched-ule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as

little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

HughesNet - Finally, superfast
internet no matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation.

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

DISHTV $64.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires
12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time!
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, America's premier mo-
bile medical alert system. Whether
you're home or away. For safety

& peace of mind. No long term
contracts!

Free high speed internet if qualified.
Govt. pgm for recipients of select
pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet. Android tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info
package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-
1971

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+7
You may qualify for a substantial
cash award. No obliga-tion! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call
24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best look-
ing & longest lasting material steel
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles &
multiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install (military, health
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or shower in as
little as one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation costs in
half and offering a FREE safety up-
grade! Addi-tional terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and vary by dealer.

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to re-ceive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today
to sched-ule a free quote.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-

er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-tion.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as little
as 1 day! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Senior & military discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North America's #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our

free shower package & $1600 off -
limited time! Fi-nancing available.
1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC

Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info
package & learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-
1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most
local MLB Games! Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20
devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or
higher.) No contract or hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-866-859-0405

Reader Advisory: The National

Trade Association we belong to has
purchased the above classifieds. De-
termining the value of their service
or product is advised by this publi-
cation. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather sup-ply
the readers with manuals, directo-
ries and other materials designed

to help their clients establish mail
order selling and other businesses
at home. Under NO circumstance
should you send any money in
advance or give the client your
checking, license ID, or credit card
num-bers. Also beware of ads that
claim to guarantee loans regardless
of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its
service. All funds are based in US
dollars. Toll free numbers may or
may not reach Canada.

) From page 8
Ms. Cams
y 4
Answers

1.11 7. Richard Nixon
2. The cuckoo 8. Abraham Lincoln
3. Germany 9. Placing raw eggs all

over the lawn and danc-
4, Hare ing around them
5. The day before the 10. Lily
start of Lent

11. The Seder
6. Bilby

12. Unleavened bread
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Decades of breakfast together in Somerville

A brother and sister, Barbara Survilas and Joseph Roberts, have been eating breakfast at the same table at the same Somerville restaurant every day for 35 years — rarely, if

ever, missing a morning meal together. To honor their commitment, loyalty, and dedication, McDonald’s owner-operator Vijay Selhi celebrated them last week and added

a plaque to their table, which has now officially become Barbara and Joseph's spot.

Money Map Tip of the Week

By Vincent Hicks, CPA

Q: With the investments markets being
so topsy-turvy, is there any simple, low-
stress place to keep my money?

A: Yes! Check out a money market
account.

It's a type of bank account that:

+ Pays higher interest — many are offering
around 4-5% annual interest right now

+ Is FDIC-insured, so your money stays
protected

+ Keeps your cash easily accessible — no
withdrawal penalties like with CDs

+ Is offered by most banks and credit
unions

Great for short-term savings or when you

want to pause investing without sitting on
the sidelines.

Just don't confuse it with a money market
fund — those are investments and aren’t

insured.

Any questions? I'd be happy to help.

I'm Vincent Hicks, CPA, based in Somer-
ville with over 20 years of experience.
Reach out at vhicksconnect@gmail.com

or (859) 553-0788.

Disclaimer: This column provides general
financial information and should not be con-
sidered legal, investment, or tax advice. Indi-
vidual situations vary. Always consult a qual-
ified professional for personalized guidance.
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Beacon Hill Roll Call

CONT. FROM PG 6
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In his first speech on the floor of the House, Gaskey called
Gordon’s maneuver “a way to bury this and make sure that

nobody ever gets this on the record.”

“We don't need a study on how this is going to affect
people,” he said. “We already know this is going to affect
people. We already know how many students are going to
be affected — every student is going to be affected. Every
student athlete will play on the team they were born to

play on. That's what this bill is.”

He said his proposed ban would bring Massachusetts
in line with the federal government because President
Donald Trump signed an executive order in February
prohibiting transgender women and girls from compet-

ing in female sports.

CONTRIBUTE VIA A MASSACHUSETTS TAX
RETURN TO COUNTRIES COPING WITH
GLOBAL WARMING (S 1922) — The Revenue Com-
mittee held a hearing on a measure that would give Mas-
sachusetts residents the option, on their Massachusetts
income tax form, to contribute to a special United Nations
Fund -- the Least Developed Countries Fund -- to help de-

veloping countries cope with the effects of global warming.

Supporters say the state income tax form currently fea-
tures six “tax check-off” options that give residents the
option, when filing their state income tax return, to con-

tribute all or part of their tax refund to various causes.

Sen. Mike Barrett (D-Lexington), the sponsor of the bill,

did not respond to repeated requests by Beacon Hill Roll
Call to explain why he filed the bill.

“Sen. Barrett’s idea is incredibly silly and just shows how
out of touch some lawmakers become when they get elect-
ed,” said Paul Craney, executive director of the Massachu-
setts Fiscal Alliance. “As ratepayers see their utility and
energy bills increase by 30 to 50 percent to fund climate
mandates passed by the Legislature, the senator wants to

send more money to the climate causes.”

PUBLIC HEARINGS ON TAX HIKES AND NEW
TAXES (S 2057) - Another bill heard by the Judiciary
Committee would require the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Ways and Means to hold at the least three pub-
lic hearings in Boston, Worcester and Springfield on any
legislation referred to them that would increase or expand
any existing taxes or fees or establish any new taxes or fees.
Each hearing would require at least fourteen days’ notice

to ensure that the public has sufficient time to prepare.

“Iam sponsoring this bill because transparency of where
taxpayer dollars are going between the Legislature and
the public are of the utmost importance currently,” said
sponsor Sen. Patrick O’Connor (R-Weymouth). “The
sense of trust and understanding between lawmakers
and taxpayers sought by this legislation is only possible

through thoughtful action to include everyone in the

legislative process.”

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HEARING - The Judi-
ciary Committee held a hearing on several bills including
these three:

EMINENT DOMAIN (H 67) — This proposed con-
stitutional amendment would prohibit private property
from being taken by the government for private commer-
cial enterprise, economic development or any other pri-

vate use without the consent of the owner.

“The right to own property is a basic principle of the com-
monwealth and it is one that I feel should be protected,”
said sponsor Rep. Brad Jones (R-North Reading). “T filed
this proposed amendment in response to the Supreme
Court’s actions in Kelo v. New London, where a majority of
the justices ruled against private property holders and de-
termined that the New London Development Commission
could take private properties for the purpose of economic
development. This is a blatant overreach of government
power, and this amendment is an attempt to correct that

and protect private property owners in Massachusetts.”

PROHIBIT GAMBLING ON POLITICAL OUT-
COMES (S 1237) — This measure would make it ille-
gal to wager on “political outcomes” including elections
for public office within the state, appointments to public
office, the passage, amending or failure of legislative mea-
sures and any other official decision-making processes

conducted by political bodies within the state.

Supporters said that these platforms and wagering par-
ticipation are problematic on many grounds, specifically
misinterpreting political outcomes. They are common-
ly mistaken as indicators for who is winning an election

when that is not the case.

“Since online gambling was legalized in Massachusetts,
political wagering has significantly increased, with bil-
lions of dollars generated,” said sponsor Sen. Jake Olivei-
ra (D-Ludlow). “In the 2024 presidential election, over
$3.2 billion in wagers related were placed on one platform
alone. I filed this legislation to ensure stronger safeguards
for our election processes and their accuracy. The bill is
rooted in preserving the integrity of democratic processes
by prohibiting wagering on elections or legislative out-
comes, preventing the commodification of our democratic

processes.”

PREVENT SUICIDE (S 1109) — This legislation
would criminalize coerced suicide. The measure would
impose up to a 5-year prison sentence on a person who
has actual knowledge of another person’s suicidal ideation,
and either coerces the other person to commit suicide, or
provides the physical means, or knowledge of such means,

to commit suicide.

“I filed this bill in honor of Conrad Roy, a young man
who died after his girlfriend Michelle Carter relentless-

ly pressured him into taking his own life,” said sponsor
Sen. Barry Finegold (D-Andover). “Conrad’s Law is a
common-sense reform that has support from across the

political spectrum. If passed, it will help save lives.”
QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Everything from gas to housing to taxes is too expensive.
Too many kids aren't receiving the education they need to
compete in a global economy. Our transportation system
is still broken. The unspeakable violence in migrant shel-
ters is a human tragedy and a national embarrassment.
Our beacon on a hill has become a beacon in the rear-
view mirror. I'm running for governor because I believe in
the unlimited potential of our state through the power of
our people” — Mike Kennealy, former Secretary of Hous-
ing and Economic Development under former Gov. Charlie
Baker, announcing bis run for the Republican nomination for
governor in 2026.

“The people of Massachusetts know that a vote for Mike
Kennealy is a vote for Donald Trump’s agenda. From
Trump's tariffs to the Republican crusade to eliminate
heath care to Elon Musk’s halting cures for cancer and
Alzheimer’s — the people of Massachusetts need a gover-
nor like Maura Healey who is unafraid to take on Donald
Trump and stand up for them.” — Massachusetts Demo-
cratic Party Chair Steve Kerrigan.

“Strategic partnerships with organizations like The Last
Mile are essential to equipping individuals with skills nec-
essary for success. As technology continues to shape the
modern workforce, we must proactively implement trans-
formative programs that empower individuals to pursue
sustainable careers.” — Gov. Maura Healey on the Massachu-
setts Department of Correction and the Last Mile, a national
leader in technology training and reentry support for incarcer-
ated people, announcing the graduation of the first five students
from an intensive web development and coding program.

“Preparing our children to engage with and thrive in a
diverse society is a central premise of education. Local
school districts have the right to determine that the use of
LGBTQ-inclusive books helps to foster inclusive learning
environments for all our students. I am proud to stand
in defense of inclusive books, which teach our students
to respect one another, regardless of, and without inter-
fering with, their respective personal beliefs.” — Attorney
General Andrea Campbell joining a coalition of 19 attorneys
general in filing an amicus brief in the U.S. Supreme Court to
defend the discretion of public schools in Montgomery Coun-
ty, Maryland, to incorporate LGBTQ-inclusive books into

their curricula without offering parents an opt-out option.
HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of

the Legislature’s job and thatalot of ~ Continued on page 19
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small businesses improve their odds.

we deserve and need.

\_

Small businesses face many challenges, which is why roughly one out of
five businesses fail in the first year, and about half close in the first five
years nationally, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. But as
part of overall efforts to combat the displacement of residents, artists, and
local businesses, the City of Somerville just unveiled a new tool to help its

The city, in collaboration with the Metropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC), has released a new Commercial Leasing Handbook. It includes
vital tips to help small business owners secure favorable leases, which can
mean the difference between rent and conditions they can afford or costs
that make it harder to survive. The handbook takes owners through a
range of steps to navigate the complex wotld of commercial leasing. The
goal is to build long-term stability for businesses, their employees, and the
city in a challenging real estate environment.

The handbook is a major deliverable from the city’s Small Business An-
ti-Displacement Taskforce and was shaped by the voices and lived experi-
ences of 20 Somerville small business owners, legal experts, and advocacy

organizations. Their real-world knowledge is captured in practical, clear

by Somerville's small business community.

Somerville launching guide to help small
businesses secure favorable leases

’T

guidance to help entrepreneurs negotiate favorable leases, understand their rights, and avoid common pitfalls.

“This handbook is a real, tangible tool for our small business community,” said Mayor Katjana Ballantyne.“We heard from business owners who were being pushed out
or struggling to grow because of unfair or confusing lease terms. This Handbook is one way we're giving our entrepreneurs the knowledge and power they need to suc-
ceed. And when our businesses succeed, our community succeeds: we get jobs, services, vibrant business districts, and tax revenues that fund the services and programs

The handbook includes legal basics, negotiation tips, permitting guidance, and advice from other business owners. It is translated into multiple languages commonly spoken

“We really want to thank all the business owners who shared their insights and first-hand experiences for the Handbook. This kind of knowledge transfer can really help
give newcomers the best possible strategies for making sure their leases help set them up for success here,” said Somerville Director of Economic Development Rachel Nad-
karni.“We are lucky in Somerville to not just have engaged residents, but to have such a truly community-minded business community as well.”

To download the Handbook or request a printed copy, visit somervillema.gov/commercialleasinghandbook.

— City of Somerville

The Center for Arts at the Armory to host GLOWBALL 2025 conr rromec

GLOWBALL promises to be Somer-
ville’s most illuminating party of the year
in support of advancing Arts at the Ar-
mory’s mission to provide an inclusive
and accessible venue that creates oppor-
tunities for artists and cultural workers,
brings diverse audiences together, enrich-
es and transforms lives, and promotes the
creative economy.

Tickets are available on the Armory
platform. VIP Lounge tickets (7 pm
start) are $100 and include an opening
reception; “sponsor an artist” tickets are
$100; general admission tickets (8 pm
start) are $40.

GLOWBALL Sponsors are being ac-
cepted through the event date.

The Center for Arts at the Armory is
located at 191 Highland Avenue, Somer-
ville, MA 02143. To learn more, please
visit their website: https://artsatthear-
mory.org/, our Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/ArtsattheArmory/,
and follow them on Instagram at @Art-
sattheArmory.

The awardees are:
Lifetime Achievement Award: Rachel
Strutt

Rachel Strutt is the Cultural Director
at the Somerville Arts Council, where she
works on cultural placemaking projects,
curates arts festivals and public art proj-
ects, and helps manage the LCC grant pro-
gram, which funds approximately 80 local
artists and cultural organizations annually.

She has created, and runs, multicultur-
al programs such as the Intercambio Lan-
guage and Culture Exchange and Nibble,
a nationally recognized program that
highlights the culinary talents of Somer-
ville’s immigrant communities and mar-
ries cultural programing with economic
development; the program includes a

restaurant and business incubator called

Nibble Kitchen.

Strutt is also a journalist, having writ-
ten dozens of articles about art, culture,
and travel for publications like the Boston
Globe and Boston Magazine. Before join-
ing the Somerville Arts Council, Strutt
was the managing editor at the Improper
Bostonian magazine. She holds a BA in
Cultures and Languages from the Uni-
versity of Connecticut and an MA in art
history from Tufts University, where she
studied medieval art,

Community Arts Advocate Award: Clay
Fernald

Clay Fernald (Clay N. Ferno) is a music
business professional with over 20 years
of experience, specializing in social me-
dia and marketing strategies. He serves
as a Promoter Representative for comedy
and podcast events with Bill Blumenreich
Presents (BBPShows) and LeaguePodcast
at Arts at The Armory. Based in Boston,

Clay enjoys riding bikes, creating podcasts,
and writing about pop culture.
Outstanding Artist Award: Nelson Salazar

Nelson Salazar was born in El Salvador,
immigrated to the United States in 1980,
and has lived in Somerville for more than
40 years. He worked his way from dish-
washer, to chef, and all the way to commu-
nity and immigrant advocacy in the world
of nonprofits including being executive di-
rector of The Welcome Project.

Along the way, Nelson discovered a
passion for stained glass art, which he
decided to continue exploring after re-
tiring in 2020. In addition to exhibiting
and selling his stained-glass work locally,
he has remained dedicated to supporting
the community by organizing fundrais-
ers. Proceeds from the sale of his artwork
have benefited local nonprofits, including
Groundwork Somerville and Justice at
Work in Boston.
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Medical Equipment Program — Through the gener-
osity of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and
from the direction of Mayor Ballantyne, the Council
on Aging can provide Durable Medical Equipment
at no cost to Somerville residents. Residents with

a documented need for medical equipment must
be over the age of 60, or have a permanent dis-
ability, and must be otherwise unable to afford or
access needed medical equipment. We currently
have available: Commodes, Bath Benches, Rolla-
tor Walkers, Incontinence Supplies and Transport
Wheelchairs (wheelchairs are intended for transport
and are not self-propelling or self-breaking.) For
additional information, or for an application, please
contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.
Lockboxes for Seniors — What is the Lockboxes
for Seniors program? The Lockboxes for Seniors
program is intended to provide Police, Fire and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) access to your
residence in the event of an emergency where

you are unable to open the door. A key to your
residence will be stored in a secure metal storage
device, like a realtors lockbox, at your residence.
The access code to the lockbox will only be avail-
able to Police, Fire, or EMS personnel and used
only during an emergency. Who is eligible? The
program is targeted towards Somerville community
members who live alone and are aged 65+, or those
who are disabled and/or suffer from major medical
illness at any age. Individuals living in apartment
complexes or other facilities with maintenance staff
are not eligible for this program. How do | know this
is safe? A member of the Somerville Fire Depart-
ment will install and demonstrate how the lockbox
operates and answer any questions you may have.
The four-digit combination on the lockbox will only
be available to respond to emergency personnel in
the event of an emergency. Who should | contact

for more information? For more information, please
contact Debby Higgins at the Council on Aging via
E-mail at dhiggins@somervillema.gov or by tele-
phone at (617) 625-6600 ext. 2321. There is no
charge to participate in the program if you meet the
established target criteria. The Council on Aging will
verify eligibility for services. This program is designed
for those who are at most significant risk for falls or
have limited mobility. All participants will be required
to provide a spare house key to be used in the lock
box as well as a safety inspection of the property.
Chronic Disease Self-Management Program —
Mondays, April 28th and May 5th and 12th starting
at 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Ralph & Jenny
Center. This program offers supportive workshops
designed to help participants build confidence in
managing their health and leading active, fulfilling
lives. The workshop will be conducted in both Man-
darin and Cantonese. RSVP by calling Yi Lam at
SomerViva, 781-808-7346.

De-Cluttering Group — will meet on Wednesday,
April 16th from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at our
Holland Street Center. Looking for assistance with
taking control of your clutter. This six-week group
teaches you how to address your mess and skills on
how to let go of items. This group is open to Somer-
ville and Cambridge residents. RSVP by calling

The SomervilleTimes

CENTER HAPPENINGS:

Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 or email
Natasha at nnaim@somervillema.gov..

Friendly Caller Program - We have many won-
derful volunteers who are waiting to give you a

call. Whether you are looking to make a new friend
or would just like a friendly chat to look forward to
every week, this program has you covered. Call
Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn
more about the program and to sign up.

Knitting Group — Every Tuesday in April from 2:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at our Holland Street Center locat-
ed at 167 Holland Street. Have you always wanted
to learn how to knit or are you a knitter looking to
find other friends who knit? Look no further than
Knitting with Natasha. Join a supportive and fun
group as we learn more about knitting while knitting
together! Please RSVP to Natasha Naim at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2317 or email Natasha at nnaim@
somervillema.gov.

John Clark and his Great American Music Expe-
rience presents Big Band Swing — Thursday, April
17th starting at 11:00 a.m. at our Holland Street
Center. $3. per person. Lunch will be provided by
City Fresh Catering and served at noon. Join John
as he shares the history of Big Band Swing and the
Roots of Swing, Benny Goodman, Glenn Millar and
more. Reserve your spot for the event and lunch by
calling Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.
Coffee & Conversation Groups — Every Monday
in April from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at our Ralph &
Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington Street.
And every Thursday in March at the Holland Street
Center from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Join us for this
staff-led discussion group which covers a range of
topics thought up by participants. This is a friendly
group, where all topics are discussed respectfully.
Grab-n-Go lunch available. RSVP to Maureen Bas-
tardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen
at mbastardi@somervillema.gov.

Let’s Celebrate Older Americans Month — Thurs-
day, May 1st starting at 11:00 a.m. at the Dilboy
Post located at 351 Summer Street. Doors open at
10:15 a.m. $10. per person. Lunch will be stuffed
chicken, salad and vegetables. The 2025 theme,
Flip the Script on Aging, focuses on transforming
how society perceives, talks about and approaches
aging. We encourage individuals and communities
to challenge stereotypes and dispel misconceptions.
Reserve your spot for the event and lunch by calling
Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

Poetry Class at the COA — meets on Wednesday,
April 16th, 23rd & 30th from noon to 1:00 p.m. Free
of charge. Learn more about how to create your
own poems at the Somerville Council on Aging, led
by Somerville poet, Shirley Ware. Learn the art of
writing poems in a nurturing, creative environment.
Grab-n-Go lunch is available upon request. RSVP
to Natasha Naim by calling 617-625-6600, ext.
2317.

Looking for a location to chat with your friends?
— Come to the COA on Thursday mornings from 9:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., the senior center is open, and the
coffee is on as we wait for the start of Bingo.
General Exercise / Holland Street Center — Ev-
ery Monday in April starting at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00

a.m. and every Wednesday in April starting at 9:00
a.m. at our Holland Street Center. RSVP to Michelle
Deutsch at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or email Mi-
chelle at mdeutsch@somervillema.gov.

Asian Tea: Chronic Disease Self-Management
Program — Mondays, April 28th and May 5th and
12th starting at 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Ralph
& Jenny Center. This program offers supportive
workshops designed to help participants build con-
fidence in managing their health and leading active,
fulfilling lives. The workshop will be conducted in
both Mandarin and Cantonese. RSVP by calling Yi
Lam at SomerViva, 781-808-7346.

Looking for a location to chat with your
friends? — Come to the COA on Thursday morn-
ings from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., the senior
center is open, and the coffee is on as we wait for
the start of Bingo.

Crochet with Anna — Monday, May 5th, 12th &
19th from 11:00 a.m. to noon. We will provide
hooks, yarn and patterns. Crochet has become
increasingly popular over the last few years. If you
are a beginner crocheter or haven’t crocheted for a
long time, join Anna, in a fun and welcoming envi-
ronment. RSVP to Natasha Naim by calling 617-
625-6600, ext. 2317 or email Natasha at nnaim@
somervillema.gov.

Tech Time — Open Hours, Every Tuesday in April
starting from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at our Holland
Street Center. Receive assistance with all your
phone, tablet and computer questions. RSVP by
contacting Molly Pagliuca at 617-625-6600, ext.
2318 or email Molly at mpagliu-ca@somervillema.
gov.

Bingo — Tuesdays, April 22nd & 29th at our Ralph &
Jenny Center, starting at 10:00 a.m. Lunch is avail-
able following Bingo. $1. per bingo card. RSVP to
Debby Higgins by calling 617-625-6600, ext. 2323
or email Debby at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page - Informative,
entertaining, lots of photos and updates. Visit our
page at https://www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/

Follow the Somerville Council on Aging on Insta-
gram! You can find us under the Instagram handle:
somervillecouncilonaging If you have any questions
or need help following us, contact Debby Higgins at
617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or email her at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our
monthly newsletter, please contact Maureen Bas-
tardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen
Bastardi at mbastardi@somervillema.gov

If you would like to become part of our Google
Group, please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

The Ralph & Jenny Senior Center has a new phone
number. You can reach the center by calling the city
number at 617-625-6600, ext. 2336.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publish-
ers or staff. Readers are invited to send letters to the editor to The Somerville Times. Please email your letters to News@TheSomervilleTimes.com or mail them to 699 Broadway,
Somerville, MA 02144. The Somerville Times Reserves the right to edit letters for style, grammar and length. All letters must include an name and contact information. Contact
information will not be shared with the public. We look forward to hearing from you.

Dear Editor,

This week, I wrote to Congresswoman
Ayanna Pressley (MA-07) asking that she
respond to two questions I posed about
whether she supports impeaching Donald
J. Trump and removing him from office.
Neither Rep. Pressley nor any member of
her staff responded at all. This is up-set-
ting and I am unhappy seeing this lack of
foresight and leadership from my district’s

repre-sentative.

From my perspective as a concerned
citizen and voter residing in Somerville,
it's obvious that Donald Trump is rapidly
pushing our nation into authoritarianism.
His threats not to leave at the end of his
term in office are highly credible. What was
once seen as hyperbole about the dan-ger
of his administration, from immigration to
the economy, has become reality. He and
his cabinet are lawless, unaccountable to

our justice system, and have committed a
multitude of crimes.

If we don't impeach him now, American
democracy may not survive his destructive
rule. I'm not willing to risk that.

Congresswoman Pressley is an effective
representative of Somerville and other
cities and towns in her district. She cares
about her constituents. We need her sup-
port for impeachment. With utmost ut-
gency, I request that Rep. Pressley publicly

commit to upholding the most fun-da-
mental role of a congressional representa-
tive - removing tyrants from office. Com-
mitment to the basic fact that Trump is a
tyrant, and acting now to get him out of
the White House, is imperative. If we wait
for the 2026 election, it will be too late. We

need Rep. Pressley’s com-mitment now.

Brian J. Cook
Somerville

-

https://wwwb.citizenserve.com.

enhance opportunities to connect.”’

Plan Your Block Party
To get started, you'll need:
+ A completed online application form

City of Somerville has rolled out a simplified Block Party application process.
making it simple to bring neighbors together for a fun-filled street celebration.

Now available through CitizenServe, the block party application process has
been redesigned for faster review and approval. Apply now via CitizenServe:

“Block parties are a beloved tradition in Somerville, bringing our community
together to soak up the outdoors, meet neighbors, and create a sense of belong-
ing,” said Mayor Ballantyne.“Thank you to our city staff for their swift work to

+ A description of the proposed event, including date, time, and location
+ Approval from all neighbors affected by the street closure (if applicable)
+ Payment of any necessary fees (if applicable)

The city encourages all residents to take advantage of this new, streamlined pro-
cess and in-vites everyone to continue fostering the vibrant, tight-knit communi-
ty Somerville is known for.

For more information or to apply to host a block party, visit somervillema.gov/

Somerville streamlines block party permits for summer fun

Block party season is back, and now it’s easier than ever to plan for them. The

~
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blockparty.
.

Beacon Hill Roll Call

CONT. FROM PG 16

important work is done outside of the House and Senate
chambers. They note that their jobs also involve commit-
tee work, research, constituent work and other matters
that are important to their districts. Critics say that the
Legislature does not meet regularly or long enough to de-
bate and vote in public view on the thousands of pieces
of legislation that have been filed. They note that the in-
frequency and brief length of sessions are misguided and
lead to irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to

act on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding

the end of an annual session. During the week of April
7-11, the House met for a total of seven hours and 26

minutes while the Senate met for a total of 20 minutes.

Mon. April 7 House 11:31 a.m. to 11:41 a.m.
Senate 11:12 a.m. to 11:19 a.m.
Tues. April 8 No House session

No Senate session

Wed. April 9 House 11:01 a.m. to 6:11 p.m.
No Senate session

Thurs. April 10 House 11:00 a.m. to 11:06 a.m.
Senate 11:15 a.m. to 11:28 a.m.

Fri. April 11 No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconbillrollcall.com

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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Somerville Fair Housing Commission
Question of the week
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Q: I hear that April is Fair Housing Month. Why, and what

does that mean?

A: In April, we come together as a community and a nation to cel-
ebrate the anniversary of the passing of the Fair Housing Act and
recommit to that goal which inspired us in the aftermath of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jt’s assassination in 1968: to eliminate housing
discrimination and create equal opportunity in every community.

The Somerville Fair Housing Commission generally meets on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 3 p.m. online. Call 617-625-6600 ext. 2578 for the login information.

Preschool screening for
children 3-5 years

April 30, 8:30-11:30 a.m.

The Somerville Public Schools
conducts preschool screenings to
check a child’s development and
help identify children who may
need further evaluation for special
education services. Screenings are
by appointment only. If you are a
Somerville resident and have con-
cerns about your child’s develop-
ment, please fill out our Screening
Intake Form or register by phone
(617) 629-5670 ext. 3657.

BORRY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

What do you call the Easter Bunny with fleas?
Bugs Bunny.

The SomervilleTimes
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Restaurant Hood Cleaning
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To advertise in
The
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Somerville through
the eyes of Denise

Dawn'’s early light... — Photo by Denise Provost

On Yhis Yay in

April 16

0069 — Defeated by Vitellius’ troops at Bedriacum, Otho commits suicide.

1065 — The Norman Robert Guiscard takes Bari, ending five centuries of Byzantine
rule in southern Italy.

1705 — Queen Anne of England knights Isaac Newton.

1818 — The U.S. Senate ratifies the Rush-Bagot amendment to form an unarmed
U.S.-Canada border.

1862 — Slavery is abolished in the District of Columbia.

1917 — Vladimir Lenin returns to Russia to start the Bolshevik Revolution.
1922 — Annie Oakley shoots 100 clay targets in a row, setting a woman’s record.
1945 — American troops enter Nuremberg, Germany.

1947 — A lens which provides zoom effects is demonstrated in New York City.
1968 — The Pentagon announces the “Vietnamization” of the war.

1972 - Two giants pandas arrive in the U.S. from China.
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us all about her magnificent but often
misunderstood species.
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Tufts Community Sports Day, April
27,1 - 3:00 pm Families are invited to
Tufts University for a fun event with
Tufts student-athletes, student groups,
and local community organizations.
The event is free and families can vis-
it whatever activities they are interest-
ed in. Find more information on the
registration page. https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdF-ox-
ZaxiiPp6lbEz1mdbs9dUp1LaEhJ6UT-
PRayZ7fpOxJkA/viewform

AAXXXXXXX XA AL LA A A AR AR A XA A XXX XX XK
Watch a free film screening of Counted
Out, a documentary that explores how
math shapes our world. The movie
lasts 90 minutes (with Spanish subti-
tles) and a discussion follows. Recom-
mended for staff, caregivers, and stu-
dents in grades 6—12. You can register
in advance but that is not required.
Brought to you by the Academic
Department, Equity & Excellence
Department, and Somerville Fami-
ly Learning Collaborative. Wednes-
day, April 30, 6:30 — 8:30 pm. SHS
Highlander Forum, 81 Highland Ave.
Spanish interpretation will be provid-
ed during the discussion.

khkkkAkkhkkkhkhkkhkrhhkhkhhhhhkrhhhhhhkx
Help celebrate E-Mobility during Sus-
tainaVille Week, returning May 3 - 9,
with a full lineup of events celebrating sus-
tainability and climate action in Somer-
ville. Community members are invited
to participate in an E-Mobility Expo to
showcase their own electric rides, wheth-
er it's an e-bike, electric vehicle (EV),
scootet, or some other electric transport.
The expo will take place on May 9 at the
Day Street Lot in Davis Square (44 Day
St.) from noon to 6 p.m.

Fhkkkkkkkkkkhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkk

The Haitian Flag Festival will be held
onMay 17,2 — 6 pm (weather date May
18), 93 Highland Ave., is a vibrant cele-
bration of Haitian culture and heritage,
marking the creation of the Haitian flag.
The event brings together the communi-
ty to celebrate Haiti’s rich history, pride,
and unity through music, food, art, and
cultural performances. A highlight of the
festival is the opportunity to enjoy tradi-
tional Haitian dishes, adding a delicious
and authentic taste of Haitian culture
to the celebration. This special day hon-
ors the significance of the Haitian flag,
which symbolizes freedom, resilience,

and the spirit of independence. The fes-
tival is an opportunity for everyone to
learn about and appreciate Haitian tra-
ditions, while also creating connections
within the community.

KA KKK A KK KKK AXhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

PorchFest 2025 will take place on Sat-
urday, May 10, from 12 to 6 p.m. (in-
clement weather date: Sunday, May 11).
Applications are now open. Submit by
Thursday, April 10, at 11:59 p.m. Ap-
plication submission does not guaran-
tee participation. Certain streets will be
restricted for performances to ensure
safety. View the restricted street map
on our website or view the streets listed
below. View how to submit your appli-
cation for consideration https://somer-

villeartscouncil.org/porchfest/

KEAEAXAAAXKAAX X AA KKK AKX KA A XA LA KKKk

This May, the Union Square Neighbor-
hood Council is holding its bi-annual
election for the USNC board. All mem-
bers are invited to vote in the election, as
well as run for a board seat. (If you have
any questions about the USNC or what
it means to be a member, please consult
their website at: sites.google.com/view/
usnc. The election will be held in person
as follows: Day 1: Saturday, May 17, 8
am — 12 pm, Argenziano School, 290
Washington Street. Day 2: Tuesday,
May 20, 7:30 am - 7:30 pm, [TBA]
Somerville.

Attend a School Committee meeting.
Dates and times for school committee
meetings are listed on the SPS district
website calendar. Visit the School Com-
mittee website for information and find
meeting details on the City of Somerville
page: https://somerville.k12.
ma.us/events/calendar

KEAAXAAAXKAAX XA AKX KK AKX KA A XA LA KKKk

Events

Voting is now open for the city’s second
Participatory Budgeting cycle. Residents
aged 12 and up can now vote on their
favorite city improvement ideas. Voting
is open through Wednesday, April 30.
Learn more and cast your vote at: www.

somervillema.gov/pb.
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A Lens Full of Light, photographs by
Gretchen Ann Graham and Julidn
Cancino are on view at the Wash-
ington Street Gallery, 321 Wash-
ington St. A Lens Full of Light is a
dual exhibition by photographers
Gretchen Ann Graham and Julidn
Cancino, which explores the profound
connections that shape life across gen-

erations. Con-necting these two col-
lections as well are the names of the
photographers’ subjects, Helen and
Eleni. Both names translate to “light”
and “the bright one.” This exhibit will
feature both digital and silver gelatin
prints, with several works on view for
the first time. Exhibition dates: March
28 — April 25. Gallery hours: Satur-
days 12 — 4 p.m. or by appointment.
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April marks the start of construction
season in Somerville, From sidewalks
on Holland Street to the Clock Tower
at City Hall there is a lot of work to
keep up with. The city’s monthly con-
struction newsletter is one of the ways
we work to make sure you know what
is happening, where it's happening,
and how it ultimately benefits our city.
https://www.somervillema.gov/con-
struction#newsletter.
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Massachusetts has a thriving zine
scene, and you're invited to check out
as many zine libraries in the Great-
er Boston area as you can. During the
month of April, complete your Zine
Library Crawl passport for the op-
portunity to win prizes. Zine Library
Crawl passports are available at partic-
ipating libraries. The Zine Crawl takes
place throughout the month of April,
all day, at the Central Library, East
Branch, and West Branch. No regis-
tration required. Questions? Contact
Tim: tdevin@somervillema.gov.
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Somerville Animal Control is in need of
towels/blankets/linens. They can arrange
a porch pickup if you message them on
EB or they can be dropped off at the po-
lice station at any time.
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Drum Your Heart Day, Saturday April
26, at Gilman Art Park, Medford St.,
Somerville. Bring a bucket or metal or a
drum and everyone will drum together
led by a core of drum artists. Beginning
around 1 p.m. Celebrate, protest, ex-
press yourself to the universe the good
we know we need to overcome hate
and prejudice from our neighborhoods
across America. Gilman Art Park has
been and continues welcoming artists to
show Temporary Public Art until June,
possibly through this Summer. On the
first Saturday of June there will be a cele-
bration honoring all the artists who have
contributed their works to this tempo-
rary field of free expression.
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On Friday, April 25, GLOWBALL will
transform the Armory Performance
Hall into an immersive Glow-in-the-
Dark Rave created by DJ Adam Gib-
bons with hypnotic visuals by Jay Me-
dina, all in support of The Center for
Arts at the Armory. GLOWBALL is
an anti-gala. There will be no speeches,
formal presentations or auction. There
will be pop-up performances by Samba-
Viva and Sidy Maiga on djembe. This
year’s honorees: Rachel Strutt, Lifetime
Achievement Award; Clay Fernald,
Community Arts Advocate: and Nelson
Salazar, Oustanding Artist. GLOW-
BALL tickets include complimentary
international bites, glow-in-the-dark ac-
cessories and face painting by Arty Mari.
This will surely be Somervilles most
illuminating party of 2025. https://art-
satthearmory.org/glowball/.
The Somerville Arts Council’s ArtBeat
2025 Calls for Talent are now available.
The Somerville Arts Council invites mu-
sicians, street performers, circus artists,
installation artists, buskers, craft vendors,
and more to participate at ArtBeat 2025.
Festival date and new time: Saturday,
July 19,1 — 9 p.m. (Rain date: Sunday,
July 20), Davis Square, Somerville.
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Somerville Open Studios 2025 will
take place on Saturday and Sunday,
May 3-4, from 12 to 6 p.m. each day,
at artists’ studios and homes through-
out Somerville. Nearly 400 artists in
118 locations citywide will open their
studios to the public. Map, artist, and
(soon) trolley info at https://www.
somervilleopenstudios.org/ The SOS
First Look Show at the Somerville
Museum will be open from April 24
through May 17.

R R R R R R R P S P P P P R R R R R R R R R R R R R e e
East Somerville’s Spring Clean-up
will take place on April 26. Pastries
and coffee are provided by Ola Cafe.
10 a.m. — 12 p.m., 115 Broadway, East
Branch Library.
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Community Health Worker Division
Hours are held every other Thursday at
Connexion (149 Broadway, Somerville,
MA) from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. They will
provide hygiene kits, snacks, and referrals
to internal and external partners for the
following services: ESL, Housing, SHC,
SNAP and MassHealth. Next event is

April 17. Continued on page 23
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edited by Doug Holder

Vijaya Sundaram is the current Poet
Laureate (2023-2025) for the City
of Medford, Massachusetts. Her first
collection of poems titled Fractured
Lens was published in 2023 by Cer-
vend Barva Press. She has written
short stories, plays and a short novel
(not yet published). Her poetry and
short pieces have appeared in publi-

cations like The Rising Phoenix Press, The Stardust Review, and
TELL Magazine, among others. Vijaya's statement about po-
etry: Poetry, to my mind, is the clarion call that urges us to see
both the fullness and barrenness of life along with its joys and
griefs; to experience the world with empathy and love; to create
new landscapes and stories in distilled language, and to share
our experiences in words that might be able to evoke those same

experiences in others.

Sear/ch — A Poem about Drought and Doubt

So many

— too many to face —

feelings spilling everywhere,

water carried in a cup

by a remote-faced water-bearer
racing, swift-footed and urgent
across burning sands searching for
... someone who might not be there?

Tired of all the outrage,

the rage, the hot words,

the blood-gush, the ooze

of death, the crushing of hope,
you stop, and wait for cool rain
to wash away everything,

so you can sleep forever,

or perhaps, help you rise up
and fight without hurting.

You hope for calm voices,

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to: Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

Poet Sara Letourneau: A Poet who

by Doug Holder

explores the maw of creation

Interview with Doug Holder (Board member of the
New England Poetry Club)

I decided it was a good time to interview poet Sara
Letourneau, as this accomplished poet and New
England Club Poetry member has her debut poetry
collection out titled Wild Gardens. And it seems that
Wild Gardens is an apt label for her book because
there is nothing “tame” about her work. It is a collec-
tion that drills deep and goes beyond what you see
— to what it means — a full-faced exploration.

Doug Holder: Wild Gardens is your debut poet-
ry collection. When did you feel confident enough
to pen a first book? Were you encouraged by people
in your community? Did you set a certain standard
for yourself?

Sara Letourneau: It wasn't so much about being
confident enough to write a debut poetry collection.
Rather, for a long time, I was focused on writing in-
dividual poems, revising them, and submitting them
for publication. By the time I'd written enough po-
ems and had enough published for a full-length col-
lection, the milestone had sort of snuck up on me.
My boyfriend, Jim, who keeps track of all my poems
in an Excel spreadsheet, had a better “bird’s eye view”
of my work being ready than I did!

After that, I knew getting a book published was
the next step. That ended up being a longer process
than I anticipated. In fact, almost two years passed
from the time I started submitting the first version
of Wild Gardens to the time I finally sent it to Kelsay
Books, who ended up publishing the book.

Because it was such a long process, I definitely
needed help staying encouraged and positive, and
my community was a big help with that. At the be-

—_—

ginning, that community was small: my boyfriend;

the other poets in my Poetic Inklings group, Car-
men Barefield and Amanda Davis, a couple of
close friends who frequently read or gave feedback
on my work; and writer friends online who I'd met
in various places.

Once I launched the Pour Me a Poem open mic
with Wayne-Daniel Berard, that community grew
exponentially. So, by the time Wild Gardens was
accepted for publication (and then published), so
many more people were cheering for me, and that
was amazing,

DH: Your poems are set on the shores of Cape
Cod, the lava fields of Iceland, etc. How did you pick
your terrain to be the subject of your poetry? What

spoke to you? Continued on page 23

for kindness, for food

made by nourishing hands.

You hope for love

that's deeper than mere
twanging within.

You hope for a place

to lay your head, and
not worry about anyone
anywhere, anymore.

Your hope dries out
in iris-searing heat.

You raise the cup.
You need that water.

You drink, knowing it might be
your last drop.
Perhaps, it will fill up

soon, again.

Hope is hell, but

what else is there to do?

Time to resume what you seek.
You start running,

An ibis looks up
from a water-hole,
almost gone under a
blank, accusing sun,
close, waiting.

— Vijaya Sundaram
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SCES is teaming up with City Fresh
Foods to offer a five-pack of frozen
home-delivered meals. This new meal
delivery option is ideal for consumers
who want the convenience of home-de-
livered meals but are not able to be at
home each weekday to receive deliveries.
Meal recipients can choose which week-
day they would like to receive the frozen
meals, with up to five meals in each bulk

delivery. Each meal comes with bread,
milk, and a dessert. Current SCES cli-
ents who are interested in receiving
meals should call their office at 617-628-
2601 or contact their case manager for
more information.
Khkkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkhkhkkkhkhkhhhkhhkkkx

City Alerts are a great way for those
who live, work, or own a business in

Somerville to receive important city

information that affects your neighbor-
hood. City Alerts provide information
about emergencies (including snow
emergencies), construction and road
closures, water service interruptions,
community news, and more. To sign
up, visit somervillema.gov/alerts and
click on the button for your preferred
language. Step-by-step sign-up instruc-
tions are available at: somervillema.

gov/alerts. Having trouble signing up?
You can call 3-1-1 (617-666-3311) for
assistance.
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Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF

copy of the paper.

Off The Shelf

CONT. FROM PG 22

SL: I'm a believer that “the poem chooses the poet.”
Ideas for new poems come to me; I don't go hunting for
them. So, I can't say I consciously picked the terrain that’s
often the subject of poems in Wild Gardens. But I do
know why I ended up writing about those places.

I grew up loving Cape Cod. My parents vacationed there
before I was born, and I ended up celebrating my first five
birthdays in Chatham. And since my family continued
vacationing there well into my teenage years, I found my
own reasons for wanting to come back to the Cape. I love
the ocean and beaches, the parks and different ways of in-
teracting with wildlife there, the charming downtown ar-
eas of Chatham and other towns, the myriad hydrangeas
in full bloom during the summer, and the calmer, more
peaceful vibe it has compared to mainland Massachusetts.

My parents and my brother now live on the Cape, so
that gives me even more incentive to visit it now. In short,
it holds so many beautiful memories for me, and I keep
being amazed by its quiet yet ever-present natural beauty.

Iceland, on the other hand, was the first country I vis-
ited outside the US. (And for a writing retreat, no less!)
Talk about being amazed by natural beauty! Reykjavik is
an incredible city, and while I highly recommend spend-
ing a few days there if you go yourself, the countryside is
what floors me every time. The mountains, the waterfalls,
the geothermal — these and other places contribute to an
environment that’s wilder, more breathtaking, and unlike
anything else I've seen in the world. Iceland captured my
imagination and heart in ways that can now be best de-
scribed by some of the poems in Wild Gardens.

DHE: In your poem Origin Story of Cape Cod, you go well
beyond the tourist view, and slip into the marrow of its
creation. Cape Cod takes on a sense of profundity — that
we may not realize as we are spreading tanning lotion on
ourselves — while sitting on its ancient beaches. Your take?

SL: Yes, Cape Cod is more than just a summer tourist
spot. It has a history that’s richer than we may be aware
of, and not just on a social or “human civilization” level. I
was visiting the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History
in Brewster, and during the exhibit on the Cape’s geologic
history, this very idea struck me.

A place is more than just the benches where we sit,
the trees and animals that inhabit it, the structures we've
built there, and the stories we've created on its soil. I think
we often forget that the planet Earth is billions of years
old. Its landscape, climate, and wildlife have disappeared,
been reborn, and evolved so much over time. Hundreds
of thousands of years ago, the places where we now live,

work, and play didn't look the way they do now. This left
me imagining what Cape Cod would have been thinking,
feeling, and observing if it was a character, and if it had
the voice to describe what its “birthing” or creation pro-
cess was like,

E.S. Fitzgerald wrote, “In a real dark night of the soul it
is always three oclock in the morning, day after day.”

DH: You chose 2:00 a.m. as your dark night in the
poem 2:00 a.m. Do you think during these hours we are
stripped naked, and for a little while the artifice that pro-
tects us from the concept of “nothingness’ is gone” — and
we see things in a sharp, cutting, clarity?

SL: The thing about 2:00 a.m. is that it's about the
speaker’s experience with insomnia induced by anxiety
and overthinking. I've experienced this level of anxiety
many times in the past, though not for a couple of years at
this point. So this poem isn't exactly philosophizing about
the dark night of the soul. Rather, it shows an almost liter-
al“dark night of the soul,” the experience of someone living
with such intense fear and anxiety that they can't sleep,
perhaps for nights on end.

When you experience such an acute form of anxiety that
it leads to insomnia, yes, it can feel like you are stripped
naked, in front of no one except yourself. But it’s almost
impossible to see things clearly because the thoughts that
wrapped you into that vortex can sometimes be irrational
and unjustified.

That being said, the experience shared in the poem is
based on my own. Someone else’s experience with anxi-
ety-induced insomnia could be very different. But I hope
that the common ground those readers can find with this
poem is how terrifying and out-of-control those sleepless
nights can be.

As for why I chose 2:00 a.m. as the title, I recall often
turning over to look at the clock on those nights and find-
ing it was roughly around that time.

DH: You are a writing coach. How objective can you be
about your own work?

SL: It’s so hard to be objective about your work, even
when you work in this field and help other writers! Some-
times I discover how a poem needs to grow and be revised
on my own. But most of the time, I share poems with my
Poetic Inklings and (more recently) Orion Continued po-
etry groups, along with one other critique partner, and the
perspectives and suggestions they offer are often things I
might never have found on my own.

DH: Why should we read your book?

SL: Wild Gardens offers one reminder after another of

how crucial and meaningful it is for us to pay attention to
what's around us and be grateful for the surprises, the ev-
eryday, the wonders of our world, miracles big and small.
If readers need or want more reminders of these things,
then they're bound to appreciate reading this book.

An Origin Story of Cape Cod

Let’s start at the beginning,

twenty-three thousand years ago.

Your parents were the earth and Laurentide,

an ice sheet stretching from the Arctic Ocean

all the way to what would later be known

as the islands of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard.
If anyone had borne witness, they would have found
a cold crust of white as far as the eye could see.

This didn't happen all at once, of course.

Patience is both virtue and necessary evil

when you need about five centuries to emerge.

But not once did you complain as, leisurely,

your more glacial parent retreated north.

In three lobes, it scraped over bedrock,

carving and molding you into moraines, kames,

and outwash plains as if with a sculptor’s tools

but no final design in mind.

In its wake, it strewed all manner

of rock debris over you—miles upon miles

of till, gravel, sand, and boulders hundreds of feet thick.
But you didn't mind. You liked the way

the meltwater streams dressed you, how their deposits
filled your deltas and expanded west,

how leftover lumps of ice melted

and made jewellike kettle holes along your peninsula.
You even chose to bear your relict valleys,

your riverless battle scars, with pride.

You couldn’t fathom then

that, one day, youd be robed in

pitch pines, marshes, and cranberry bogs

or called home by piping plovers, seals, and humans.
You didn't even care about your name until

the Wampanoag and the Nauset called you Turtle Island
and the British colonists Cape Cod.

No. That long ago, your only care

was that you were born,

and to be born means to exist,

and to exist means boundless possibilities.

— Sara Letourneau
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