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of Deanna Cremin, Charline Rosemond, and other victims.

Pop-up chocolate

The Somerville City Council will be introducing a resolution seeking justice for the unsolved murders

in Davis
By Jeffrey Shwom

page 13
Bike and travel enthusiasts attended the 15th An-
nual Ciclismo Classico Bike Travel Film Festival
at the Somerville Theatre, on Tuesday, March 18.
Guests watched eight short films, including scenes
of grasslands of the Central Plains, a foursome’s
ride through The Balkans, adventure biking in So-
cotra off the coast of Yemen, and a mountain bik-
ing community in the Navajo Nation in Arizona.
The audience then voted for their favorite film on
paper voting cards. When asked if they biked that
night, about one-third of the crowd gleefully raised

- their hands.
7th grade In her introduction, Lauren Hefferon, owner of
Champions

page 19 “a variety of travel, of people, of Continued on page 11

justice for Deanna and Charline

As the community marks the 30th anniversary of
the unsolved murder of Deanna Cremin and the
16th anniversary of the unsolved murder of Char-
line Rosemond, the Somerville City Council will
introduce a resolution calling for renewed investiga-
tive efforts, transparency, and justice for these vic-
tims and others.

Sponsored by Councilors Jesse Clingan and JT
Scott, the resolution urges the Middlesex District
Attorney’s Office and the Massachusetts State
Police to apply modern forensic advancements
and investigative resources to these long-standing
cold cases.

“The families of Deanna Cremin and Charline
Rosemond have endured decades of pain without
answers,” said Councilor Scott. “This resolution is
a call for renewed urgency and  Continued on page 4

Bike Travel Film Festival returns
to the Somerwlle Theatre

Ciclismo Classico [1]’ said the festival Fepresents  he Bike Travel Film Festival was held at the Somerville Theatre on Tuesday, March 18.

— Photos courtesy of Jeffrey Shwom
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The views and opinions expressed in Newstalk do not necessarily reflect those of
The Somerville Times, its publisher or staff. The column has many contributors.

Community members are invited to attend Somerville’s fourth
annual Women'’s History Month celebration to honor the many
contributions of women throughout our history. This year’s speak-
ers include Mayor Ballantyne, Mass State Auditor Diana DiZoglio,
City Council President Judy Pineda-Neufeld, School Committee
Chair Ilana Krepchin, and Amanda Nagim-Williams, Director of
Somerville'’s Racial and Social Justice Department. Plus, enjoy light
re-freshments and music from D] LDuke.The event will take place
on Wednesday, March 26, at Somernova (29 Properzi Way) from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Learn more
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/celebrating-womens-histo-
ry-month-at-somernova-tickets-12596093484692aff=0d-
dtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjaw]]J1ZVIeHRuA-
2FIbQIxMAABHZjMwNUItHsvI9u]592Z1Gl7YHaaHm-
WB8wORiIT7tms80u8rmr-8-mXHHw_aem_YWWU]Jo-
fK-gFerxntpEqmSA.
AAXXXXXXX AL LA A A A AR AR AR A XXX XXX AL AL AL

Central Broadway Zoning Study Presentation on March 26.
Last year, the cities of Somerville and Medford underwent a zon-
ing study for the Broadway Corridor to help shape zoning and pol-
icy changes. Now, a final study document is here based on research,
analysis, and public engagement with stakeholders from both com-
munities. Join city staff for a presentation of the study and a Q&A
session. This hybrid event will be held on Wednesday, March 26,
at the Arthur D. Healey School (5 Meacham St.) Continued on page 7
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Somerville Weather Forecast

for the week of March 26 — April 1 as provided by the National Weather Service

DAY CONDITIONS  HIGH/LOW  PRECIPITATION  HUMIDITY  WIND
z:‘r'::;‘;ay Rain 42°/31° 50% %  NW 11 mph
E‘:::;‘; Sunny 50°/35° 4% 2%  WNW 13mph
Friday om0 0 0

March 28 Partly Cloudy 55°/37 10% 6% NW 15 mph
fl;‘;‘r':;f‘z"g Rain 41°/35° 42% 37%  NE11mph
fv',':r‘i";l"go Rain 43°/40° 49% 39% E 11 mph
m‘;‘:::‘; Rain 47°/40° 60% 52%  NNE12mph
Tuesday oo 0 0

April 1 Partly Cloudy 51°/36 22% 16% NW 13 mph

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Councilors pass home rule petition in hopes of
ending forced broker’s fees in Somerville

Caroline Westrick says:

I applaud this effort. Landlords currently have no incentive to negotiate the fee because they are
not paying it. If this is passed, the landlords who choose to pay the full fee and incorporate it into
rent rather than negotiating, shopping around, or listing it themselves, will then have a higher cost
apartment and may have a harder time renting their units. Allowing the person who pays the fee

to negotiate the price allows the free market to work.

Response to: Somerville unites in solidarity with immi-
grants: ‘We are here because the U.S. was there’

ML says:

Right on! It's disheartening hearing so many scapegoating immigrants for everything, including
in this comments section. Housing costs too high? Blame immigrants. Government benefits pro-
grams underfunded? Blame immigrants. First of all, undocumented immigrants do not qualify for
most government benefits. What's making housing costs high are the limited supply of housing
and out-of-control rental market.

Second of all, we SHOULD be helping immigrants as much as we can. Many have had to flee
situations of violence you probably can't even imagine. Read about what's going on in Haiti right
now, for example. If we didn't spend $ on Israel and other military operations that destabilize
countries, there wouldn't even be as many refugees!!

Hala says:

Somerville for Palestine does wonderful work. This rally really shows how much our community
wants to help our immigrant population. Don't hate on a group cause they want to help people
whether Palestinian or from somewhere else. Great job everyone one.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Powder House Park
has a history that
dates back to the
Revolutionary  War
in the 1700, It also
has another history
that dates back to the
1970's when it was

the cool place to hang around.

When Archie rode a flaming skateboard
from “up top” all the way “down bottom”
to College Ave., that was historic. You can
see more history if you look at a tree down
bottom that has the initials “JF” and some-
one else’s initials that are now unreadable.
“JE” was a kid who dated my sister. He was
quite the Romeo.

Yes, the park is a treasure trove of mem-
ories. I walk my dog up there a few times a
day. I'm lucky to live a short 3 minute walk
to the park so I am up there a lot. In the
old days I could run home from the park
in 2 minutes flat, if I had to. A couple of
weeks ago at the annual Spring Cleanup I
had the pleasure of being assigned to clean
up Powder House Park. (much like the
police force back in the late 70’s!) I went
to Home Depot and bought one of those
“grabbers,” because I don't bend down too
good these days. My job was pretty easy
because the park is kept pretty spotless by
the city. Nevertheless, I picked up every lit-
tle piece of paper, cigarette butt and other
refuse I could find. Mission accomplished!
Some of my friends joked that I would
probably find an old tall can of Budweiser

CRC

Coelho Realty Group

Are You Sitting
On A Fortune?

Call Our Team at CRG To See
What Your Home Is Worth.

617-764~-4342

Hangin’ up the park

beer that I left up there years ago. Joke's on
them because I didn't! (it was a bottle of
Haffenreffer Private Stock!)

I spent many hours at the park in my
youth with my friends Bud, Jack, and a fel-
low known merely as “GIQ.

I was never in with the real tough guys
that hung there, but I was friendly enough
with a few of them to be able to spend time
up there without getting into any hassles.
It got pretty hairy on Friday and Saturday
nights. When it turned nutty, we would go
back to our own home base, which was the
corner of Bay State and Kidder. That was
our safe zone. We could always duck into
Mike, Teddy, or Chatlie’s house.

There were so many kids hanging
around the top of park at one time, the city
sent a crew up to completely get rid of all
the shrubs and bushes. They figured they
would eliminate hiding places and such,
and allow the cops to monitor activity as
they drove by.

At times there were groups of maybe
50 kids up top on a weekend night. The
cops would come up, make them empty
out the beers, and disperse everyone. They
would pop over to Goodell Drug and pick
up some smokes, and go back up top a half
hour later. One of the cops was affection-
ately known as Barney, as in Andy Grif-
fith’s sidekick, Barney Fife. All in all he was
a pretty fair guy.

One of the former tough guys is now a
grandfather and is close to retiring from
the job he has had for over 30 years. Sever-

699 Broadway Ave, Somerville, MA 02144

al of the other tough guys have been hold-

ing down respectable positions around the
city. It's funny, because when I see these
guys, sometimes I think of how they used
to wear their Powder House Park embroi-
dered jackets and wreak havoc with their
pals. One of them said he still has his jack-
et in his closet.

Powder House Park was a place where I
set off cherry bombs, tried out new skate-
boards, and hung around with a crowd of
kids. Today it is where I walk my dog, take
brisk walks, and host the Mayor’s annual
Senior Picnic. Boy, have times changed.

I can still picture some of the kids that
hung up at the park like “Bolo,” “Myrtle,”

and “Ment.”

Luckily, I stopped hanging around
parks and corners and joined Somerville’s
summer programs such as Project STAR
and Somerfest. I started spending my
time with actors, singers, and musicians.
My band, The Tools, actually played a
concert at Powder House Park in 1978
with 2 other bands.

I used to pick up six packs and head to
the park. Nowadays I head to the park and
pick up after the dog. But everyday I look
around that beautiful park and thank God
that I am still here to enjoy its beauty and
it’s history. There are as many memories up

there as there are trees!

LA POSADA
RESTAURANT

& TEQUILA BAR

¢ Taco Tuesday special

O 617-776-2049

@ 505 Medford St,
Somerville, MA 02145

laposadasomerville

¢ Mexican cuisine
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Assault

Arrest

Arrest

Assault

Residential Breaking and Entering

Residential Breaking and Entering

workplace and was assaulted by a co-worker during an argument.

Other Crimes: 2 Vandalisms + 1 Bike theft + 1 MV theft « 1 Car break

Somerville Police Dept Crime Log March 11 - 17

25013820: On 3/13/25 at approximately 8:59 a.m., Somerville Police responded to a residence on Concord Ave. for report of a past breaking and
entering. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the victim who stated his bicycle and electric scooter were stolen from the common basement area.

25013665: On 3/12/25 at approximately 12:50 p.m., Somerville Police took a lobby report regarding a past assault. The victim stated she was at her

25014486: On 3/16/25 at approximately 3:38 p.m., Somerville Police responded to the area of 771 McGrath Hwy. for report of shots fired. Upon arrival, officers located
five spent shell casings in the area of 11 Blakeley Ave. Officers then spoke with a witness who stated he heard loud bangs then observed a male party walking down Cross St.
toward Blakeley Ave. Shortly after, officers located a male party matching the description and located a handgun in his backpack. He was placed under arrest.

25014132: On 3/14/25 at approximately 4:16 p.m., Somerville Police responded to a residence on Elm St. for a past breaking and entering. Upon arrival, officers spoke
with the victim who stated she was in her bedroom and observed a male party staring at her. She yelled at him and the male fled out of the house. Officers were then given a
suspect description and located the male in a nearby business. He was then placed under arrest.

25014139: On 3/14/25 at approximately 7:18 PM, Somerville Police responded to a residence on Foley St. for report of a past assault. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the
victim who stated she got into an argument with her co-worker two days prior and was assaulted by her.

25014305: On 3/15/25 at approximately 6:11 PM, Somerville Police responded to a residence on Broadway for report of a past breaking and entering. Upon arrival, ofhi-
cers spoke with the victim who stated numerous documents were missing from her apartment.

— Somerville Police Department

Crime Tip Hotline: 617-776-7210

Do your part - Leave a message on our tip hotline answering machine — All calls are confidential —Your Privacy is Assured. If
you choose, you can leave your name and phone number and your call will be returned (not required). Also, if you prefer you
may e-mail directly with your crime tip. We will follow up on all information provided to the best of our ability.

Text A Tip

Text a Tip to the SPD from anywherel!

® 100% completely anonymous © Easy and secure
e Text messages can be sent from anywhere at any time

Simply fext the phone number “TIP411" ( 847411 ) and put “617spd” af
the beginning of your text message. If your message requires an emergen-
cy response PLEASE DO NOT TEXT and instead call 9-1-1.

Powered by:

411

Somerville City Council calls for justice for Deanna and Charline

CONT. FROM PG 1

commitment to solving these cases..”

Deanna Cremin, a 17-year-old Somer-
ville resident, was tragically murdered in
1995. Despite extensive investigative ef-
forts, her case remains unsolved. Similarly,
in 2009, Charline Rosemond was brutally
murdered in Somerville, and her case re-
mains open, leaving her loved ones with-
out closure.

The resolution highlights the need for
renewed efforts on these cases. It also calls
for increased collaboration with federal

agencies such as the FBI and emphasizes
the importance of community engagement
— through public awareness campaigns,
monetary rewards, and anonymous tip
lines— to generate new leads.

“We are inviting all friends, family,
or anybody that wants to see justice for
these two Somerville women, to come up
to Somerville City Hall Thursday night’,
says Charline’s sister Rose. “We need to
show resolve; we won't give up until the
guilty are held accountable”

Furthermore, the City Council is calling
for a public update from the Middlesex
District Attorney’s Office on the status of
these cases to reaflirm transparency and
accountability while respecting the confi-
dentiality of ongoing investigations.

“We cannot allow these cases to be for-
gotten,” said Councilor Clingan. “The fam-
ilies deserve answers, and the community
deserves to see justice served. We stand
with them in demanding action.”

The resolution will be introduced at the

upcoming City Council meeting on March
27,2025, All are invited to attend.

Somerville City Council Calling for Justice
on milestone anniversary.

Thursday March 27, 7:00 p.m.
Somerville City Hall Council Chambers
93 Highland Avenue 2nd Floor
Somerville, MA. 02143

— Friends of Deanna Cremin
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City proposes major zoning changes to
support arts and climate tech in Somerville

By Carlie Lombardi

Somerville city officials presented a sweep-
ing set of zoning changes last week in a
joint meeting of the Land Use Committee
and Planning Board. The proposals aim to
support the city’s creative community and
growing climate tech sector while laying
the groundwork for the redevelopment
of the former Ames Business Park, now
known as Somernova.

The four proposals would update use
definitions, create a new zoning district,
and establish a master planned overlay
zone. Together, they aim to:

+ Refine arts and creative enterprise
(ACE) zoning by better-distinguishing
art studios, arts education, coworking
spaces, and artist housing. Coworking
and incubators would be removed from
ACE categories and reclassified under
office uses.

+ Redefine research and development
(R&D) by separating biomedical lab uses
from general R&D and eliminating the
outdated “lab building” designation. This
change intends to steer large-scale labora-
tory buildings away from mid-rise neigh-
borhoods and concentrate them in appro-
priate districts.

+ Create a new R&D zoning district
that supports mid-scale commercial de-
velopment for hardware and climate tech
innovation, such as startups coming out of

Greentown Labs and MIT’s Engine.

+ Establish an Arts and Innovation
Subarea within the Master Plan Develop-
ment Overlay District, allowing for flexi-
ble redevelopment at the Somernova site.
The subarea would mandate civic spaces,
community centers, business incubators,
and a minimum of 60,000 square feet of
dedicated arts space.

“This work is not trivial,” said Tom Gal-
ligani, executive director of the Office of
Strategic Planning and Community De-
velopment. “It’s the result of years of con-
versation between the city, property own-
ers, and community partners.”

The city’s planning staff emphasized
that the changes were driven by concerns
about rising rents, displacement of artists,
and the need for affordable creative and
entrepreneurial spaces. The amendments
would expand support for artist housing,
permit arts related home businesses city-
wide, and increase arts space requirements
from 5% to 10% in certain zones.

The new subarea would also require a
teen center, business incubator space, and
improved public mobility planning. Resi-
dential uses would be limited to no more
than 15% of the total development in the
overlay area.

The proposed amendments were the
subject of extensive public comment
during the joint hearing, with residents,
artists, business owners, and advocacy

-

participation.

local stakeholders.

\_

Community invited to Central Broadway
Corridor Zoning Study presentation

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the Somerville Division of Planning, Preservation
and Zoning are inviting residents, business owners, and community members to
attend a public presentation on the Central Broadway Corridor Zoning Study.
Light refreshments and snacks will be provided for in-person attendees.

City staff will present key takeaways from the study, followed by a Q&A session.
The event will be held in a hybrid format, allowing for both in-person and virtual

+ Date: Wednesday, March 26, at 6 p.m.
+ Location: Cafeteria, Arthur D. Healey School, 5 Meacham St.
+ Virtual Option: Join via Zoom at us02web.zoom.us/j/81459907399
This event will provide an overview of the study’s findings, which propose a vision

for increased density and transit-oriented development along the corridor. The
study is the result of extensive research, analysis, and public engagement with

To review the study in advance, please download it here. For questions, please
contact Stephen Cary at scary@somervillema.gov.

groups weighing in. While many of the
city’s efforts to protect arts spaces and
foster innovation, others urged caution
around building height, traffic impacts,
and ensuring that promises are backed by
strong community agreements.

Public comment will remain open until

VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED
FORA STUDY

March 31 at 7 p.m. Comments can be sent
by email at publiccomments@somerville-
ma.gov and planning@somervillema.gov.
No votes were taken during the hear-
ing. City officials emphasized that these
proposals are just the first step in a larger
planning and public engagement process.

1V E IR B TS

3

ON MEMORY

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IF YOU:

- are age 70 to 85,

- are right-handed,

- speak English,

- do not have metal in your body,

- did not undergo cataract surgery.

THIS RESEARCH STUDY INVOLVES:
Up to 15 visits to the MGH-Charlestown (Boston) Research Center

over 6 months.

Evaluations including memory tests, blood draws and brain scans.

YOU WILL RECEIVE:

Up to $1,100 for total study ($50-$100 paid per visit).
Dedicated relationships with research doctors and study team members.

For more information, please call or email the study staff at

617-724-9593 or wallestudy@mgh.harvard.edu

All information is kept completely confidential.
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Volume 50 - Report No. 12 « March 17-21, 2025 ¢ Copyright © 2025 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Beacon Hill Roll Call re-
cords local representatives’ votes on roll calls from recent
debate on the House rules. There were no roll calls in the

House or Senate last week.

MORE TIME TO READ BILLS (H 2024)

House 23-128, rejected a House rules amendment that
would require bills be made available to House mem-
bers and the public no later than noon two days prior to
consideration and also sets an amendment deadline of 5
p-m. the day after the bill is released, or one day prior to
consideration. For example, a bill released on a Monday
by noon would have an amendment deadline of 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, and the House would debate and vote on the
amendments and the bill on Wednesday.

“Under current House rules, there is a same day amend-
ment filing deadline of 5 p.m. for bills that are released by
noon,”said amendment sponsor Rep. Brad Jones (R-North
Reading). “This gives members very little time to review
legislation, draft amendments and file those amendments.
The House and joint rules offer a perfect example of why
this rule should be changed, as members essentially had
about five hours to review more than 200 pages of doc-
uments, try to understand what was and wasn't in either
rules proposal, and then draft amendments before the 5
p-m. filing deadline. The current process simply doesn't
provide enough time for members to review legislation

and offer amendments.”

Rep. Jessica Giannino (D-Revere) said that extending the
bill distribution timeline to two days can and will slow
down the entire legislative process. She argued that this
introduces unnecessary delays, especially in situations
that demand swift action, such as emergencies or rapid-
ly developing circumstances in need of legislative action.
She noted that the current one-day rule strikes a better
balance between maintaining transparency and allowing
efficiency and noted the House must ensure our legisla-

tive operations remain agile.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amendment requiring that mem-
bers have two days to read legislation before voting on it.

A“No” vote is against the amendment.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

KEEP COMMITTEE POLLS OPEN FOR TWO
HOURS (H 2026)

House 23-128, rejected a House rules amendment that
would require House committee polls to be open for at

least two hours or until all committee members have vot-

ed. Committee polls are used to record which members

favor or oppose a bill that was heard by the committee.

“When voting to advance legislation, it is important that
the members understand the bill they're voting on so they
can make an informed decision,” said amendment spon-
sor Rep. Brad Jones (R-North Reading). “That is not al-
ways possible with the short turnaround time required of
some polls, especially when the bills under consideration
have been redrafted, are lengthy or are technical in na-
ture. Providing a two-hour window to respond to a poll
is a reasonable compromise that will help to ensure that
each member feels comfortable with their vote without
hampering the committee’s ability to move legislation in

a timely fashion.”

Amendment opponents offered no arguments. But ear-
lier that day, the House voted against a similar amend-
ment to the joint House-Senate rules. At that time, Rep.
Kathy LaNatra (D-Kingston) said,“In Massachusetts, we
have a full-time, professional Legislature, which requires
preparation and preparedness. When a poll is released by
a committee chair, that should not be the first time we
are reading a piece of legislation. Committee polls should
remain at the chair’s discretion, ensuring decisions reflect
urgency rather than arbitrary deadlines. Committees I
have been on have provided days to review language. We
must, however, always maintain our ability to act for our

constituents when the time arises.”

Rep. Mike Moran (D-Brighton), a member of the House
Rules Committee who helped write the House rules
package, did not respond to repeated requests by Beacon
Hill Roll Call to explain why he and the Democrat House

leadership voted against the amendment.

(A “Yes” vote is for the two-hour minimum. A “No” vote

is against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

NOTIFY REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMITTEE
POLLS AT LEAST 12 HOURS IN ADVANCE (H
2024)

House 23-128, rejected a House rules amendment that
would require all House committee members to be noti-
fied at least 12 hours in advance if the committee is going

to poll members electronically.

“When a poll is released with a tight deadline to respond,
there is always a danger that a committee member may

not see it until after the poll has closed because they may

be tied up in a constituent meeting, attending a munici-
pal event in their district or driving to the Statehouse and
unable to review their e-mails,” said amendment sponsor
Rep. Brad Jones (R-North Reading). “This amendment
simply provides members with advance notice of an up-
coming poll so they can plan their schedule accordingly

and provide a timely response.”

Amendment opponents offered no arguments. But ear-
lier that day, the House voted against a similar amend-
ment to the joint House-Senate rules. At that time, Rep.
Christine Barber (D-Somerville) said, “As full-time leg-
islators, committee work and committee votes are a ma-
jor part of our role. Requiring a 12-hour notice for an
electronic poll would not increase the efficiency of our
legislative process and [would] only slow down our work

to address critical issues.”

Rep. Mike Moran (D-Brighton), a member of the House
Rules Committee who helped write the rules package,
once again, did not respond to repeated requests by Bea-
con Hill Roll Call to explain why he and the Democrat

House leadership voted against the amendment.

(A“Yes” vote is for the 12-hour minimum. A “No” vote is

against it.)

Rep. Christine Barber ~ No
Rep. Mike Connolly No
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven No

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

ALLOW REMOTE ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEET-
INGS (H 62) - The House and Senate approved and sent
to Gov. Maura Healey legislation that would extend, until
June 2027, the current law that allows cities and to of-
fer remote participation at public meetings through June
2027. The option, first adopted during the COVID-19
pandemic and subsequent state of emergency, was due to
expire on March 31. The extension applies to public bod-

ies and representative town meetings.

“I voted for this legislation because it has substantially
increased resident participation and engagement in local
government and has made it easier for public bodies to
manage their meetings with both equity and transparen-
cy, said Sen, Mike Rodrigues (D-Westport), chair of the
Senate Committee on Ways and Means. “It’s been clear
from municipalities across the commonwealth that they

want to continue to offer this expanded access.”

“I have heard loud and clear from my colleagues, and the

communities we represent, that hybrid ~Continued on page 12
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COMMENTARY

lllustrated by Jim Clark

Remember, Somerville, street sweeping resumes on April 1 and parking restrictions apply.

Our View Of The Times

Spring has finally arrived, and with it
comes the inevitable regular street-sweep-
ing activities throughout the city.

As inconvenient and annoying it may be
to comply with schedule, it is an inescap-
able fact of life for us all and we must make
the adjustment accordingly.

Practically speaking, the Traffic and
Parking department is doing its best to
keep city residents informed and ready to

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 2

make sure they avoid the $50 fine that has
been mandated for those who fail to com-
ply with the parking regulations.

The city has provided complete sched-
ules on various web pages as well as of-
fering email re-minder services and access
to scheduling data on its 311 phone line.
You can also go to https://www.somer-
villema.gov/departments/sweeping  for

more information.

So all in all, there is little excuse for
getting caught with your car being
parked in the wrong place at the wrong
time. The information is out there, and
you can mark your calendars, set your
phone apps, tell your mom to call and
remind you, etc.

We can grouse and moan about the
inconvenience, but let’s face facts. We all
want our streets to be safe and clean, and

complying with these reasonable regula-
tions isn't so much to ask of us, is it?

Just get out there when the time comes,
put the ignition key in the slot and you
know the rest. Nothing could be simpler
and aggravation will soon fade away.

Consider it your small contribution
to keeping our great little city looking as
good as possible. Pitch in and do your part,
or at least be ready to pay the price if not.

and online at 6 p.m. Learn more https://
voice.somervillema.gov/broadway-corridor.
Happy birthday this week to the follow-
ing: First, a very happy belated birthday
to former Somerville resident Michael
Sullivan, who now resides in Worcester.
We hope he had a great birthday. Happy
birthday to Pat Scrima, a great guy and an-
other former resident. We hope he enjoys
his birthday. Happy birthday to Sue Pye.
We hope she has a wonderful birthday. A
big happy birthday to Karen Michelle, we
wish her the best and we hope she has a
great day. Happy birthday to Tyler Hart,
of the famous Harts. We wish him a great

birthday. We wish a happy birthday to
all of our Facebook friends such as Beth
Redmond, D.J. Dabenigno, Maureen D
Kelley, Brittany Roberts, Christine An-
drade McSheehy, Jim Halloran, Megan
Donovan, Kathleen Kennedy, Christo-
pher John, Daniel M Rivera, and Charles
Ryan, who are all celebrating this week. To
all the others we may have missed and yes,
we must admit there are a few more out
there. We sincerely wish them the very

best of birthdays.

KA KKK AKX A KKK AKX F XK hAkkkhkkhkkkkkkx
Join the city for a free flu vaccination
clinic and an info session on how to ob-
tain a driver’s license in MA, hosted by

the Somerville Health and Human Ser-
vices Department, SomerViva Office of
Immigrant Affairs, and ACLU (Amer-
ican Civil Lib-erties Union) of Massa-
chusetts. To schedule an appointment
in advance: https://home.color.com/
vaccine/register/somerville?site=soia-of-
fice-of-immigrant-affairs Somer Viva Of-
fice, 42 Cross St.,Somerville, Thursday,
March 27, 4:30 — 6 p.m.

ER R R R R R R R R R R R R P P P P R R R R R R R R R R R R R R
The Somerville Arts Council in conjunc-
tion with the City of Somerville’s Public
Space and Urban Forestry Division is
seeking an experienced working metal
artist for a public art project to design

and build an entry gate for the Glen Park
Community Garden on Franklin Street.
Download call here https://somervil-
leartscouncil.org/.

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

On Saturday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m,,
G Rockwell Band is coming to the
ROOTED Café at Arts at the Armory,
191 Highland Ave. An award winning
multi-instrumentalist, vocalist, compos-
er and bandleader, G Rockwell has per-
formed and com-peted on stages across the
country. He is the only musician to have
won three Freshgrass competition awards.
More info available on our website:

Continued on page 21



8 MARCH 26, 2025

5 Cams

@,

Olio -
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1. Which flower is an

indicator of prevernal

season, blooming even
with snow cover?

2. What significant
change occurs to the
Earth’s axis during
early spring?

3. What event is cele-
brated as the new year
in Karnataka, India,

during spring?

4, What is celebrated
on the first day of
spring in the Persian
calendar?

5. Al Pacino played
which character in
The Godfather series
of films?

6. In which Star Wars

movie did Yoda die?

7. How many mem-
bers in a NASCAR
pit crew can actively
work on a car?

8. What does the
term “black flagged”
refer to in NASCAR?

9. What is the name
of the deepest point
in the ocean?

10. Which band had

the hit American
Woman?

11. Beds are Burning
appeared on which
Midnight Oil album?

12. Which band were
the Farriss brothers
in? Answers on page 14

A

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

The SomervilleTimes

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. Basenji dogs are the only breed that doesn't bark.

2. You can't hunt camels in Arizona.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
FORMER RULERS

ACROSS

1. London native, e.g.

5. Major news network, acr.

8. Elect democratically

12. Dharma teacher

, a serial husband
14. Mosaic artist

15. Cracked open

16. Between ids and super-egos
17. More unfriendly

18. Babylonian ruler, code creator
20. Minute bit

21. Cavern or cave

22. Not amateur

23. Sapodilla tree gum

26. Akhenaton or Tutankhamun
30. Be bedridden

31.ak.a. crown vetch

34. Viracocha, the eighth Sapa ____
dom of Cusco

35. Like some peppers

37.___ -been

38. Trots and canters

39. And others, for short

40. Shred of clothing

42. Aptitude test, acr.

43.a.k.a. sodium carbonate

45. In ignoble manner

47. One behind plate, for short
48. Patrick Swayze/Demi Moore movie
50. George Lucas  warrior-monk

52. Egypt's famous queen

56. Capital of Tunisia

57. Military status

58.“High' time

59. River in India

60. Rainbows, e.g.

61. Al Capone, e.g.

62. Difficult situation

63. Striped stinger

64. Biblical paradise

DOWN
1.Ho-hum
2.Indian royal
3. Mosque V.I.P.
4. Plane road

CROSSWORD

of King-

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

© StatePoint Media

5.“Sometimes a cigar is justa

6. She turned to stone

7. Not yet final, legally speaking

8. Second-longest reining British monarch
9. Spaghettiaglioand

10. Do like bees?

11. Go wrong

13. Top of a mountain, e.g.

14. #8 Down's headdress, e.g.

19. Untwist a rope

22. Third degree

23. Lawyers' loads

24. Informed of latest trends (2 words)
25. Homeric epic

26. Exterminator’s target

27. Liquorice flavor

28. Based on number 8

29.Rash

32.Mohammad Reza ___ Pahlavi
33. Get calories

36. Robert Graves™“I,

38. Comprehend

40. Medicinal amt.

41. Kindle editions

44. Not quite right

46. Posture

48. Unfriendly stare

49. From this time

50. Equinox month

51. Concludes

52. Underwater hermit

53. Arnold Lobels “Frogand
54. Tug-of-War equipment

55. Soon, to a bard

56. Burton of gothic horror genre

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.
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Lindsay Jean Huber

| 2% _“7.___'- P GBI
Lindsay Jean Huber, 69,
passed away on March 5th,
2025 at her home in Hampton
Falls, New Hampshire. Lindsay
was preceded in death by her
parents, Richard and Barbara
Huber, her sister Nancy Cout-
oumas, and her brother Keith

Huber and her best friend in
life Kathleen Mckenna. Lind-
say is survived by her Brother
Kenneth Huber, wife Lorraine
Huber, Brother Richard Hu-
ber, wife Pat Huber, Nephews
Ryan, Kyle, Scott and his wife
Jennifer Huber, Eric Coutou-
mas and his wife Tricia Kim-
ball, and niece Brittany Huber,
as well as several great nieces
and nephews. In life Lindsay
loved spending countless hours
on the New Hampshire and
Maine Sea Coasts. Lindsey be-
gan her career at Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital and went on
to become a Psychiatric Nurse
and worked for several hos-
pitals and heath institutions
where she was an advocate for
many patients who suffered

with Psychiatric Illness. For
everyone who knew Lindsey
they were always blessed with
the outpouring of love that she
bestowed upon them. Lindsay
helped and supported so many
of those in need throughout
the course of her life and will
always be remembered for her
love and generosity. Lindsay
loved her family and was always
very much supportive of all of
her nephews and her niece.

Lindsey loved helping anyone
who was in need more than any-
thing else in this world. In lieu
of flowers contributions may be
made in Lindsey’s name to the
Cross Roads House www.cross-
roadshouse.org.

Words of remembrance and
Internment will be private.

A suspicious fire involving a portable toilet occurred at 68 Dover Street at approximately 4:53 AM

on Saturday, March 22, 2025. This is one of several suspicious fires that have occurred in the neigh-

borhood in the past year. Anyone who may have information about this incident is asked to contact
Captain Tim Bakey at 617-625-6600, ext. 8405.

It would be appreciated if the residents of Day Street, Dover Street, Orchard Street, or Meacham

Road neighborhood could check their security cameras between the hours of 12 and 5:30 a.m.,

Saturday March 22, for the presence of any pedestrians walking through the neighborhood. If your

camera has any useful footage please contact Captain Bakey at: tbakey@somervillema.gov or 617-

625-6600 x8405.
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The Somerville Times
Historical Fact of the Week

Eagle feathers #325

This article first appeared in the April 13,
2022, edition of The Somerville Times.

The Reunion
By Bob (Monty) Doherty

A reunion has been described as a gathering of friends, rel-
atives, or associates on a special date or interval who hon-
or the act of uniting again after a long separation. In our
grand country, the historic time to remember should be the
year 1775 and its following day of January 1, 1776.

The historic place to remember where the American
spirit of 1776 was incubated was Charlestown/Somer-
ville's Prospect Hill and the seven forts surrounding it. If
the first Revolutionary War leaders and soldiers wanted to
reunite, Somerville might be its historic choice!

It would be an ageless reunion, of course, because it
would be 250 years later. They might greet each other with,
“Hey, you all look the same. It seems like yesterday we were
here, or you haven't changed a bit.”

But then, the tears would slow-
ly flow when the foggy memories
cleared. They would remember
the British attack on the old Pow-
der House, Lexington and Con-
cord, Bunker Hill, the long siege of
Boston, and the bitter and bloody
eight-year war which followed.
During the first year of the war,
Prospect Hill, meaning panoramic view, became General
Washington’s essential American fortress. It was from this
height that he observed the enemy and  Continued on page 22
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LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 53 Concord Realty LLC to CCG Fund 1, LLC, dated
February 29, 2024, and recorded in the Middlesex County South Registry
of Deeds in Book 82532 at Page 116, as assigned to Churchill Funding |,
LLC, by assignment dated March 1, 2024, and recorded in said Deeds in
Book 82569 at Page 532, and as further assigned to Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, not in its individual capacity but solely as trustee for
Residential Mortgage Aggregation Trust, by assignment dated March
13, 2024, recorded with said Deeds in Book 82570 at Page 468, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the present holder, for breach of the con-
ditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction at Twelve o’clock noon on the 8th day of
April A.D., 2025, on the premises below described being known as 53
Concord Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage as set forth below:

To wit: “The land in Concord Avenue in Somerville, Middlesex
County, Massachusetts being shown as Lot numbered two (2) on a plan
made by Mason and Elliot Surveyors, dated May 15, 1872 and recorded
with Middlesex South District Deeds, Plan Book 20, Plan 21, together
with any buildings thereon, bounded and described as follows:
Southerly: by said Concord Avenue, forty and 50/100 (40.50) feet;
Westerly: by Lot# 3 on said plan, eighty-eight and 62/100 (88.62) feet;
Northerly: by Lot# 23 on said plan, forty and 52/100 (40.52) feet; and
Easterly: by Lot# 3 on said plan, eighty-five and 35/100 (85.35) feet.”

The above premises will be sold subject as above and to the fol-
lowing: any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal assessments and
liens; any and all outstanding water and/or sewer charges; any and all
covenants, easements, restrictions, rights, reservations, conditions
and/or other enforceable encumbrances of record created prior to the
mortgage; and to all tenancies and/or rights of parties in possession, if
any of the aforesaid there be.

Terms: Five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($5,000.00) will be re-
quired to be paid in cash or by certified check by the purchaser at the
time and place of sale as earnest money, with an additional deposit of
Fifteen Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($15,000) to be paid within five (5)
business days after the sale to bring the total deposit to $20,000. The
successful bidder (other than the mortgagee) shall also be responsible
for a one percent (1%) buyer's commission payable to the auctioneer at
the time of closing. The balance of all amounts due is to be paid in cash
or by certified check within thirty (30) days of the sale atthe Law Offices
of Ford & Paulekas, LLP, 280 Trumbull Street, Hartford, CT 06103. Other
terms, if any, to be announced at the sale.

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,
FSB, notin its individual capacity but solely as
trustee for RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
AGGREGATION TRUST

By: /s/David A Hill, Jr.
David A. Hill, Jr.
Its Attorney

Attorneys for Mortgagee:
Ford & Paulekas, LLP
280 Trumbull Street
Hartford, CT 06103

(860) 527-0400

Dated: March 10, 2025
3/12/25, 3/19/25, 3/26/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING
& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE
MAYOR

THOMAS F. GALLIGANI, JR.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a
public meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, April 15, 2025 at 6:45pm
on the following applications, in accordance with the Historic Districts
Act, Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended,
and/or the City of Somerville Code of Ordinances, Pt. Il, Chap. 7, Sec-
tions 7-16 — 7-28.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting of the Historic
Preservation Commission will be conducted via remote participation.
An audio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request
to historic@somervillema.gov.

T0 USE A COMPUTER

Registration URL:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V99RiXdETly5sGbxM4DFgQ

Webinar ID: 899 1548 4989
TO CALL IN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

ALL OF THE CASES ADVERTISED BELOW HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING
COMPONENT

DETERMINATIONS OF PREFERABLY PERSERVED (STEP 2 IN THE DEM-
OLITION REVIEW PROCESS)

HP24-000125 - 8 Bolton Street

Applicant: Julian Lewis, Eaglebrook Capital

Owner: Stephen Ober

The Applicant seeks to demolish a principal structure constructed a
minimum of 75 years ago.

Case documents reviewed by the HPC are available on the City website at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/historic-preservation/hpc-cases.
Cases may be continued to a later date; please check the agenda (post-
ed 48 hours in advance of the meeting) on the City website or email
historic@somervillema.gov to inquire if specific cases will be heard.
Continued cases will not be re-advertised. Note: Written comments due
to historic@somervillema.gov NO LATER THAN NOON one week prior
to the meeting date. Email historic@somervillema.gov with inquiries.

3/26/25 The Somerville Times

City of Somerville
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
City Hall 3rd Floor, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Somerville Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will hold a virtual public
hearing on Wednesday, April 2, 2025, at 6:00pm through Zoom.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting of the Zoning
Board of Appeals will be conducted via remote participation. An au-
dio recording of these proceedings will be available upon request to
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

TO USE A COMPUTER

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_s8TraMkQS1ee2rQaXaoMEg
Webinar ID: 840 9283 0999

TO CALLIN

An attendee must register for the meeting online in order for a call-in
number to be emailed to them by Zoom.

The Zoning Board will consider the following pursuant to M.G.L. 40A
and the Somerville Zoning Ordinance:

282 McGrath Highway 181 Bonfire Corp., d/b/a Bonfire Boston, seeks
a Special Permit to establish a Restaurant use
in the Small Business Overlay District where
the underlying zoning district is Neighborhood
Residence.

103 Washington Street Clover Leaf Capital Holdings, LLC seeks a
Major Amendment to a previously issued
Special Permit (ZBA 2017-54) under prior SZ0
§4.4.1 and §5.3.8.

Development review application submittal materials and other docu-
mentation may be viewed online at
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/planning-and-zoning/reports-and-decisions.

Interested persons may provide comments to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals at the hearing or by submitting written comments by email to
ZoningBoard@somervillema.gov.

3/19/25, 3/26/25 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS
IN THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,
CONTACT US
BY 12 PM MONDAY
PHONE: 857-488-5138

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime Storage - Somerville located at 39R Medford
St., Somerville, MA 02143 intends to hold an auction to sell the goods
stored by the following tenants at the storage facility. The sale will
occur as an online auction via www.storagetreasures.com on 4/8/2025
at 12:00PM. Unless stated otherwise the description of the contents
are household goods, furnishings and garage essentials. Neil Dang/AC
Hotel Marriott unit #310B; McDonnell Scott unit #362MZ; James Capo-
bianco unit #4682. All property is being stored at the above self-stor-
age facility. This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice.
Certain terms and conditions apply. See manager for details.

3/19/25, 3/26/25 The Somerville Times

SHA Provider Grants Request For Proposals Fiscal Year 2025

The Somerville Housing Authority now be accepting proposals from es-
tablished agencies to enter into a contract to provide direct services to
SHA tenants for the SHA Fiscal year: April 2025, through March 2026.

Multiple grants in the amounts of $1,000.00 - $50,000.00 may be award-
ed. The application deadline is April 23, 2025, at 11:00 a.m.

Interested parties can download information from our website
https://www.sha-web.org/bids.aspx after March 31, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

3/26/25 The Somerville Times

Legal Notices can be downloaded
from our website:
www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

On Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1

and follow us on X/Twitter at @somervilletimes
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COMMENTARY

The views and opinions expressed in the commentaries and letters to the Editor of The Somerville Times do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Somerville Times, its publishers or staff.

Marking Transgender Day of Visibility:
Somerville’s Commitment to Safety and Dignity

By Mayor Katjana Ballantyne

As we approach this year’s Trans-
gender Day of Visibility, we must
reckon with the fact that our
transgender and nonbinary com-
munity members have never been
more visible — but instead of be-
ing supported and celebrated in
their identities, our trans friends,
family, and neighbors have had a
target painted on their backs.
The trans community is seen,
but increasingly not respected
and appreciated. Sometimes we
fear people who show us some-
thing about the way the world
is, especially ways the world is

that we hadn’t or didn't want to
see. And instead of opening our
hearts and minds to get to know
these people who are very simi-
lar and different to us, we might
do something called Othering
to members of our communi-
ty instead of greeting them and
learning more about ways we can
work together. (Othering means
to treat individuals or a group as
different and inferior, often driv-
en by fear and hatred and leading
to exclusion, marginalization,
denigration, and aggression.)

For this year’s Transgender Day
of Visibility, I feel it is imperative
to reafirm Somervilles unwav-
ering support for our transgen-
der and non-binary community
members. We see you. You are a
cherished part of this communi-
ty. You belong here.

Across the nation, a storm
of hostility is being unleashed
people;

turning lives into political battle-

against  transgender

grounds and sowing fear where
there should be safety. In 2024
alone, 617 anti-trans bills were
introduced, making it the fifth
consecutive record-breaking year
for bills targeting trans rights.
This year, 796 bills have been in-
troduced. This year, 5 bills have
been introduced at the Massa-
chusetts state level. This is an
abhorrent record for our country.
Much of this legislation directly
targets children, from restricting
access to gender-affirming care to
banning books that reflect their
identities. This legislation has a
tangible harmful effect on peo-
ples lives, from their abilities to
play sports, use the restroom, go
to work, and serve our country,
among many other impacts. These
efforts are attacks on people’s dig-
nity, safety, and right to exist.
They also open the door to at-
tacks on the rights of all and the
fabric of society as a whole. It is a
well-worn pattern for some pow-

er seekers to stoke hatred and
fear of others — any convenient
others available. History shows
they do this to distract us from
or to get people to accept despi-
cable actions and harmful poli-
cies. It's easier to, say, shut down
the Department of Education
that serves more than 70 million
school children and college stu-
dents and others if enough of the
public is instead focused on fear-
ing the .06% of the U.S. popula-
tion (1.6 million aged 13+) who
identify as transgender and are
simply seeking to live their lives
with dignity and respect. Ulti-
mately, harming others harms
ourselves.

But while others work to
erase rights and sow division,
Somerville remains a counter-
weight; a place where dignity,
respect, and safety are not up
for debate. I back that commit-
ment with action, and am proud

to have created a full-time

LGBTQ+ Services Coordina-
tor who connects residents to
essential services and supports.
We are launching mandatory
staff training, led by the Massa-
chusetts Transgender Political
Coalition, to ensure that City
Hall is a place of true inclusion.

The stakes are high. Our own
Youth Risk Behavior Survey data
shows that gender non-conform-
ing students in Somerville are
three times more likely to have
considered suicide than their
peers and five times more like-
ly to have attempted it. The re-
search consistently shows that
when we use trans youths’ chosen
names and pronouns, they have
better mental health outcomes.
This crisis is real, and it demands
our action.

Visibility is about more than
being seen, it is about being safe,
supported, and free to live as you
are. In Somerville, that will never

be up for debate.

Bike Travel Film Festival returns to the Somerville Theatre

CONT. FROM PG 1

experiences.” Biking, in general, is “the way
to see and explore where you live, no mat-
ter where” you ride. Camera usage varied
in each film from professional to more am-
ateur, with Cycling across America at 10.2
mph director Kate Osborne using her cell
phone to document most of her 3,659-
mile journey from San Francisco to the
coast of North Carolina.

The audience chuckled at the shortest
film, a 3-minute self-deprecating comedy
by Brennan M Guerriere, who “lives out
his Vermont weekend warrior dream of
biking to his local ski hill” 40 miles away
in the hopes of channeling the energy of
Goran Kropp, a Swede known for his
8,000-mile journey by bike from Sweden
to Nepal that included climbing Mount
Everest.

Libertad, one of the more moving films,

follows Christa Castillo, a Guatemalan
woman who “turns to the mountain bike
to help women find healing and freedom”
as part of the World Ride’s (2] Guatemala
program.

The film festival returned to the Somer-
ville Theatre for the second time in three
years, and from the sounds of it, wants to
return to the theater next year. Joy Spada-
fora, Film Festival Coordinator and the
other host for the evening, told us “We
used to have it at the Regent Theatre. My
predecessors had a relationship with the
Somerville Theatre. We got a positive
vibe from them and the staff. We like that
it is T accessible, for folks living in Cam-
bridge and Boston.”

The raffle portion, after intermission,
was entertaining as well, with some mov-

iegoers claiming, in good fun, a biased

bucket that focused too strongly on tickets
starting with the number five. Shortly after
some initial groans, there were many cheers
by those with tickets that started with the
number seven, as hosts handed out cycling
shirts, tune-ups at area bike shops, and gift
certificates for a Ciclismo Classico tour.
The proceeds of the raffle went to The
Pan-Mass Challenge ride, which benefits
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

Hefferon, who started her bike tour
company 37 years ago, told us in the lob-
by pre-show that coming together as a
community and shared interest is “always
good ... we can never beat it right?” To her,
“bicycling is really high, it's really boom-
ing and it’s really neat to see all the people
coming who are aspirational cyclists.”

As guests filled out of the lobby onto
Holland Street, a few donned helmets and

Lauren Hefferon (L) and Joy Spadafora (R) ask the
audience to raise their hands if they biked that night.

flashing lights, and rode off into the night,
some onto the bike path, and some with
dreams of faraway adventures and perhaps
their own documentary films.

Links:
(1] hetps://ciclismoclassico.com/

(2] https://world-ride.com/

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Beacon Hill Roll Call
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meetings have increased access, engagement and trans-
parency in local government,” said Senate President Kar-
en Spilka (D-Ashland). “There is no reason that a family
obligation, a car breakdown, a disability or any other life
circumstance should get in the way of making your voice

heard on an issue you care about in your community.’

“One of the lessons we learned from the pandemic was
that using technology for public meetings expands access
and civic participation across government,” said House
Speaker Ron Mariano (D-Quincy).“With this extension,
we are removing barriers to participation and residents
will continue to be able to be active participants in gov-

. . ”
ernmental decisions remotely:

$10.4 MILLION FOR INTERNET UPGRADES
FOR PUBLIC HOUSING - The Healey Administra-
tion announced $10.4 million in grants to upgrade Inter-
net access in some 8,000 public and affordable housing

across 26 Massachusetts communities.

The projects will install modern cabling in each unit, in-
creasing residents’ access to high-quality, reliable and af-
fordable broadband service. The Residential Retrofit Pro-
gram prioritizes ISPs that offer affordable quality service

to decrease the cost of access.

“When residents are better connected, it opens a world
of new possibilities in both their professional and private
lives,” said Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll. “The Residential Ret-
rofit Program is a transformative investment in commu-
nities across the state and demonstrates Massachusetts’

commitment to advancing the Internet for everyone.’

STATE’S FIRST POET LAUREATE - Gov. Healey
and the Mass Cultural Council announced that the Bay
State is now accepting applications to fill the new role of

Poet Laureate of Massachusetts.

Gov. Healey created the new position in February when
she signed an executive order establishing the position.
This honorary position is designed to promote poetry and
creative expression across the state, serve as the governor’s
ambassador of the arts and inspire the next generation of
writers. The poet laureate will be eligible for an honorari-

um provided by the Mass Cultural Council.

The Poet Laureate will be charged with encouraging the
appreciation of poetry and creative expression across
Massachusetts, participating in public readings and other
statewide literary and cultural events, composing poetry
for ceremonial occasions and advising the Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education on an outreach
program for schools focused on the celebration and ad-

vancement of poetry.

“I was proud to sign an executive order establishing our
first-ever state Poet Laureate,” said Healey. “We're excit-
ed to be opening the application so that local poets from

across the state can apply for this historic position. This

is an opportunity to spread the gift of poetry, celebrate
the talent in our state, stoke the fires of imagination and

tell our stories.”

“The Mass Cultural Council, the commonwealth’s state
arts agency, believes in the Power of Culture and recog-
nizes poetry as a strong and vital art form that inspires
connection, fosters empathy and gives voice to diverse ex-
periences,” said Mass Cultural Council Executive Director
Michael Bobbitt.“Poetry has the unique ability to capture
the essence of human emotion, challenge perspective and
build bridges between communities. This new voice will
help to enrich our cultural landscape, remind us of our
rich legacy of profound writers and strengthen the cre-

ative spirit of the commonwealth.”

To apply for the position or for more information go to:
https://massculturalcouncil.org/artists-art/poet-laure-

ate/application-process/

$5.7 MILLION FOR FARMLAND PRESERVA-
TION - Environmental Affairs Secretary Rebecca Tep-
per announced the granting of $5.7 million in funding
for farmland preservation. The funding is aimed at pro-
tecting 400 acres of farmland through the state’s Agricul-
tural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program. Another
$500,000 will be granted to help existing Massachusetts
APR farmers restore land that was previously unsuitable

for farming,

“Massachusetts farmers are some of the strongest and
most resilient people I've met,” said Tepper. “Between ex-
treme weather, high costs and now a tariff war, our farm-
ers deserve our support more than ever. Our programs are
designed to keep existing farms strong and revive unused
land for farming. This means better food security and a

healthier environment for everyone in Massachusetts.”

DIRECTOR OF FAIR HOUSING - Whitney Deme-
trius joined the Massachusetts Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Communities as the state’s first Di-
rector of Fair Housing. The position was established by
the Healey Administration’s Affordable Homes Act to
support fair housing initiatives, including enforcement,
testing, outreach and education, as well as collaborating
with other state agencies to advance fair housing policies

and programs.

“A crucial part of ensuring our commonwealth is truly liv-
able is addressing the barriers to fair housing and housing
choice,” said Demetrius.“I am eager to work collaborative-
ly in this role to carry out the vision of this administration,

putting fair housing at the forefront of our path forward.
QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Hundreds of people proudly took to Beacon Hill today
in a display of support and solidarity at this pivotal mo-
ment when the immigrant community is under constant

attack. We are incredibly proud of this year’s Immigrants

Day at the Statehouse, and for the policymakers, immi-
grants and advocates who inspired attendees. We must
use this momentum to show the nation that Massachu-
setts will firmly oppose hate and tirelessly fight for immi-
grant rights”” — Elizabeth Sweet, Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy (MIRA)
Coalition criticizing the Trump Administration’s immigra-
tion policies and calling on state leaders to pass essential re-

forms to protect immigrants who call Massachusetts home.

“Edith Nourse Rogers was ahead of her time. She saw
a future where women could serve their country and re-
ceive the benefits they earned—and she made it happen.
Her legacy is all around us, in the women who wear the
uniform today and in the veterans who continue to serve
their communities. Massachusetts is proud to recognize
her contributions and to honor the women who followed
in her footsteps.” — Gov. Healey declaring March 19 as
Edith Nourse Rogers Day honoring the life and legacy of the
former Massachusetts Congresswoman who transformed op-

portunities for women in the military.
HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?

Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the

end of an annual session.

During the week of March 17-21, the House met for a
total of one hour and 18 minutes while the Senate met for

a total of one hour and 14 minutes.

Mon. March 17 House 11:01 a.m.to 11:19 a.m.
Senate 11:26 a.m. to 11:40 a.m.
Tues. March 18 No House session
No Senate session
Wed. March 19 No House session
No Senate session
Thurs. March 20 House 11:01 a.m. to 12:01 p.m.
Senate 11:04 a.m. to 12:04 p.m.
Fri. March 21 No House session

No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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Pop-up chocolate factory opens in Davis Sq.

By Jeffrey Shwom

Sometimes, we all just need a piece of
chocolate or something with chocolate in
it to make us feel. To comfort us. To be a
part of our memories. Well, Sarah Shap-
iro, owner, founder and “chocolate maker
extraordinaire” of Wild Child Chocolate
(1] in Davis Square is sharing her four dis-
tinct chocolates and social tasting events
to help us experience all of the things.

Her four chocolate bars have the same
three ingredients: cacao beans, sugar and
cocoa butter. “That is it. All four bars
taste really really different.” The countries
of origin include Belize — with cherry, rai-
sin, and passion fruit notes — Thailand,
Ivory Coast, and Peru. All are between
65% and 73% cacao.

As she packaged small squares of choc-
olate with her branded stickers Shapiro
explained, “They allow for conversations
like, 'so which is your favorite? What does
it taste like?” It helps create some sense
of how “the land and subspecies and each
bean makes the difference in the flavor,
and fermentation in the farm and my
roasting and when I add sugar. It is genet-
ics or the environment.”

In early March, Sarah opened Wild
Child Chocolate as a “long-term pop-
up factory” at 260 Elm St., in the Davis
Square courtyard between Starbucks and

Chipotle. A long time ago, the space was
Sugidama’s first Davis Square location.
Wild Child Chocolate has a more flexible
lease while the building owner Asana plans
a redevelopment project called 7th Spoke
[2]. Wild Child Chocolate has no connec-
tion to Wild Child in Union Square [3].

The chocolate is the culmination of
her life’s journeys, through a Chicago
confiserie, time at a caramel business in
Bristol, UK, and everything in between.
We asked how chocolate connects people.
“What is the human experience of con-
suming chocolate? It spans across need.
Sometimes, you need a Snickers bar. Of-
ten, it is an opportunity to share. As a lit-
tle kid, we are learning to share. Learning
what it means to be a part of the com-
munity. Chocolate is a consummate lux-
ury treat. There is so much joy that is in-
volved in that process. People have good
memories of the consumption of choco-
late. Beyond the emotional “I just need to
feel better, I need chocolate, chocolate is
a connecting item. It does the work. I am
just here to give it a plate to do the work.
I am the plate.”

Shapiro is planning multiple events and
workshops, like Truffle Together: In-Per-
son Truffle Making for Groups. “Activities
are an opportunity to connect. I have a
truffle-making class that can be custom-
ized to your needs, your group of friends.

=
)

Sarah Shapiro of Wild Child Chocolate in Davis Square.

There is a virtual version.” Victoria Kichuk,
owner of Cocoa Beantown, a chocolate
tour and event company, hosted Singles
Mingle Chocolate Tasting on March 20
within Shapiro’s space.Victoria is 2 mega
connectot. For her, it is natural for her to
talk consumption, flavor and people.’

Shapiro has spots for her 4Questions
Single-Origin Chocolate Tasting Event
too, where guests sample her certified
Kosher for Passover chocolate. As a note,
all Wild Child Chocolates are vegan and,
in her words, are “prepared in a kosher
house,” but only the 4Questions chocolate
line is certified kosher.

At the end of the day, “It is all chocolate.
People leave happy. There is nothing bad
about it. Fascinating, so often in adult-
hood, our preferences are cloaked in the
choices we make. When you sit in a room
of people, when you say I prefer this origin,
that origin, it is very clear how our taste

— Photos courtesy of Elli Bock

senses indicate preferences for food.”

Long term, Shapiro told us openly, “I
don't know if we will be here for six months
or three years. We are open to having that
flexibility in our contract. My other half,
business partner and personal partner, Ben
Bromberg Gaber, is definitely a mover and
shaker, a squeaky wheel type. We needed
a venue. We said, ‘Let’s talk to everyone. I
am the maker and he is the shaker” They
reached out to the city’s Economic Devel-
opment team, who suggested the space.“It
was a fortuitous moment” for all. And for
all of us, too.

Visit
This interview has been edited for length

www.wildchildchocolate.com.

and clarity.

Links:

(1] hetps://www.wildchildchocolate.com/
(2] https://www.7thspokesomerville.
com/project-updates

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
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Place your classified ad today — only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled-it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-866-258-6720

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free Consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Warm Weather IsYear Round In
Aruba.The water is safe, and the
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks avail-
able. Sleeps 8. Email: carolac-
tion@aol.com for more informa-
tion.

FOR SALE

YOU'LLWANTTO USETHISTIME-
SHARE. Orange Lake, Florida. Near
Disney. Weeks 8 & 9 (February)
One floor living with 2 bedrooms,
2 baths, full kitchen, laundry.
Purchase both for $19,000. Call
978.371.2442 or email carol @actio-
nunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

Dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance - not just a
discount plan. Get your free In-
formation Kit with details! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users!
Inogen One G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

HOME SERVICES

Aging Roof? New Homeowner?
Got Storm Damage? You need a
local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & resto-
ration: A small amount of water
can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our
trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your fami-ly
and your home's value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now
Available! Get GotW3 with light-
ning fast speeds plus take your
service with you when you travel!
As low as $109.99/mo! 1-877-452-
1183

CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED
ONE? Wondering about options
like senior-living communities and
in-home care? Caring.com's Fam-
ily Advisors are here to help take
the guesswork out of senior care
for you and your family. Call for
your FREE, no-obligation consul-
tation:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100. Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming on
ALL Devices.

DISHTV $64.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some
Restrictions Apply. Promo Expires
01/31/2024. 1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-723-
0883

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay. Free
shipping and handling. Call Max-
sipTelecom today! 1-877-559-8698

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET Finally, no hard data lim-

its! CallToday for speeds up to
25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! $75
gift card, terms apply. 1-877-459-
1615

SAFE STEP North America's #1
Walk-InTub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe-Step 1-844-610-9711

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-ceive

a FREE 7-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-
948-6176 today to sched-ule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in

as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available. Call:
855-761-1725

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation.

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Call for free
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

DISHTV $64.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply. Promo
Expires 12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our

free shower package & $1600 off -
limited time! Fi-nancing available.
1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, America's premier
mobile medical alert system.
Whether you're home or away.
For safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts!

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of
select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/one-time $20
copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. 833-308-1971

Diagnosed with lung cancer

& 65+?You may qualify for a
substantial cash award. No obli-
ga-tion! We've recovered millions.
Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-
5707

Replace your roof w/the best
looking & longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles & multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off
install + Additional 10% off install
(military, health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install
a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limited

time, we're cutting installation
costs in half and offering a FREE
safety upgrade! Addi-tional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary
by dealer.

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-ceive

a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-
948-6176 today to sched-ule a free
quote.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-tion.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as
little as 1 day! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & military dis-
counts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Call for free
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North America's #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our free shower package &
$1600 off - limited time! Fi-nanc-
ing available. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Exp-

Ms. Cams

ertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No
contract or hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-
859-0405

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above classi-
fieds. Determining the value of
their service or product is advised
by this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather sup-ply the read-
ers with manuals, directories and
other materials designed to help
their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstance
should you send any money in
advance or give the client your
checking, license ID, or credit
card num-bers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that
if a credit repair company does
business only over the phone it
is illegal to request any money
before delivering its service. All
funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not
reach Canada.

From page 8

10

Answers

1. Crocus

2. It tilts towards the
Sun

3. Ugadi
4, Nowruz
5. Michael Corleone

6. Return of the Jedi

7. Five
8. Penalty on a driver or

declared unfit to contin-
ue racing

9. Challenger Deep
10. The Guess Who
11. Diesel and Dust

12. INXS
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Book review: ‘The Tainted Cup’
by Robert Jackson

By Dennis Fischman

Writing a science fiction murder
mystery is difficult. As I point-
ed out in my review of Arkady
Martine’s fine example A Memo-
ry Called Empire [1], to play fair
with the reader, the science fiction
has to be clear and convincing —
a world we can imagine, whose
rules make sense. Simultaneous-
ly, the means and motives have to
fit within that world (while being
recognizable to us pitiful humans
of the 20207s).

The Tainted Cup, by Robert
Jackson Bennett (2], is the per-
fect blend of science fiction and
murder mystery, with main char-
acters you can care about and at
least one femme fatale I ended
up pitying.

Here's the setup: in a far-flung
corner of a galactic empire, an

Imperial officer who's seemingly
been stuck there as a demotion
shows up dead in his own home
— with a tree growing up and
through his body. Who killed
him, why, and how?

Some might object that this
is fantasy, not science. I think,
instead, that it follows classic
science fiction author Arthur C.
Clarke’s Law:

advanced technology is indistin-

“any sufficiently

guishable from magic” As you
follow the investigation, you learn
what is and isn't possible in this
world, so you can try to solve the
mystery yourself.

The investigators are a crotch-
ety, brilliant, autistic women with
a penchant for blindfolding her-
self, and a young bisexual man
who's been genetically altered to
have a perfect memory (even for
documents written in a language

he doesn't read!). The homage to
Holmes and Watson is apparent,
but I think Ana Dolabra may
owe something to Ann Cleeves’
(3] Vera Stanhope, too.

I have only two criticisms:
there is no accounting for why
the world is organized along me-
dieval aristocratic lines except
that it's customary to do that in
the borderlands of fantasy and
science fiction. I could easily
imagine a capitalist version of the
same thing. So, why?

Also, the big reveal is a“You're
probably wondering why I called
you all here today” type confron-
tation, which is a dated plot de-
vice. The excuse is that our he-
roes need to extort a confession
from the wrongdoer, and that
works, but it’s still too conven-
tional for a novel that’s inventive
in other ways.

Bennett

The Tainted Cup
by Robert Jackson Bennett
Del Rey, 2024

I am looking forward to the
next of the series [4]!
Links:
(1] heeps://www.thesomerville-
times.com/archives/136417
(2] https://www.goodreads.

Tax Tip of the Week

By Vincent Hicks, CPA

+ Set up payment plans

+ Update your address or contact info

Q: Tired of long IRS phone waits or won-
dering if your tax issue is stuck in limbo?
There’s a faster way to get answers!?

A: Instead of mailing letters or sitting on
hold, you can now handle many tax issues
through the IRS'’s secure online portal—
and the Massachusetts Department of
Revenue (DOR) offers a similar tool. In
my experience, these portals often lead to
faster resolutions, fewer delays, and a lot

less frustration!

Through the IRS or MassTaxConnect
portal, you can:

+ View your account balance and payment
history

+ Check the status of your return or refund
+ Respond to notices or upload documen-
tation

+ Authorize your tax professional to help

If you've never created an account before,
setting one up requires identity verifica-
tion—but once you're in, it's a powerful
tool for avoiding long wait times and keep-
ing your tax matters on track.

Have questions about your taxes? I'd
be happy to help! I'm Vincent Hicks, a
CPA based here in Somerville with over
20 years of experience. Feel free to email
or call me at vhicksconnect@gmail.com

(859-553-0788).

Disclaimer: This column provides general tax
information and should not be considered tax
or legal advice. Tax laws change frequently,
and individual circumstances vary. For per-
sonalized guidance, consult a tax professional.

Dennis Fischman is a member of the

Somerville Public Library’s Mystery
Book Club and an inveterate reader.

com/book/show/150247395-
the-tainted-cup

(3] https://www.thesomerville-
times.com/archives/130909

(4] https://www.goodreads.
com/book/show/213618143-a-
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Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
and follow us on X/Twitter at @somervilletimes
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SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS:

Medical Equipment Program — Through the gener-
osity of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and
from the direction of Mayor Ballantyne, the Council
on Aging can provide Durable Medical Equipment
at no cost to Somerville residents. Residents with

a documented need for medical equipment must

be over the age of 60, or have a permanent dis-
ability, and must be otherwise unable to afford or
access needed medical equipment. We currently
have available: Commodes, Bath Benches, Rolla-
tor Walkers, Incontinence Supplies and Transport
Wheelchairs (wheelchairs are intended for transport
and are not self-propelling or self-breaking.) For
additional information, or for an application, please
contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.
Lockboxes for Seniors — What is the Lockboxes
for Seniors program? The Lockboxes for Seniors
program is intended to provide Police, Fire and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) access to your
residence in the event of an emergency where

you are unable to open the door. A key to your
residence will be stored in a secure metal storage
device, like a realtors lockbox, at your residence.
The access code to the lockbox will only be avail-
able to Police, Fire, or EMS personnel and used
only during an emergency. Who is eligible? The
program is targeted towards Somerville community
members who live alone and are aged 65+, or those
who are disabled and/or suffer from major medical
illness at any age. Individuals living in apartment
complexes or other facilities with maintenance staff
are not eligible for this program. How do | know this
is safe? A member of the Somerville Fire Depart-
ment will install and demonstrate how the lockbox
operates and answer any questions you may have.
The four-digit combination on the lockbox will only
be available to respond to emergency personnel in
the event of an emergency. Who should | contact

for more information? For more information, please
contact Debby Higgins at the Council on Aging via
E-mail at dhiggins@somervillema.gov or by tele-
phone at (617) 625-6600 ext. 2321. There is no
charge to participate in the program if you meet the
established target criteria. The Council on Aging will
verify eligibility for services. This program is designed
for those who are at most significant risk for falls or
have limited mobility. All participants will be required
to provide a spare house key to be used in the lock
box as well as a safety inspection of the property.
Chronic Disease Self-Management Program —
Mondays, March 31st, April 7th, 14th, 28th and May
5th and 12th starting at 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the
Ralph & Jenny Center. This program offers support-
ive workshops designed to help participants build
confidence in managing their health and leading ac-
tive, fulfilling lives. The workshop will be conducted
in both Mandarin and Cantonese. RSVP by calling
Yi Lam at SomerViva, 781-808-7346.
Intergenerational Fun with Tufts University Stu-
dents — Friday, March 28th. Game Day followed by
pizza starting at 10:00 a.m. at our Holland Street
Center. Friday, April 4th. Arts & Crafts followed by
pizza. Additional dates include Friday, April 18th
and 25th. RSVP to Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen at mbastardi@

somervillema.gov.

De-Cluttering Group — will meet on Wednesdays,
March 26th, April 2nd, 9th & 16th from 10:00 a.m.
to 11:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. Looking
for assistance with taking control of your clutter.
This six-week group teaches you how to address
your mess and skills on how to let go of items.

This group is open to Somerville and Cambridge
residents. RSVP by calling Natasha Naim at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2317 or email Natasha at nnaim@
somervillema.gov.

Do you have nutrition questions? — Thursday,
March 27th, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the 2nd
floor conference room at our Holland Street Cen-
ter. Meet with a registered dietitian from Somerville
Cambridge Elder Services. If you are interested

in setting up a free one-on-one consultation with
SCES dietitian, call 617-628-260, ext. 3054. Reser-
vations required limited spots available.

Sharing your stories — Monday, March 31st. A
workshop where we will discuss turning your favorite
life stories into a blog. If you have any questions or to
RSVP contact Molly Pagliuca at 617-625-6600, ext.
2318 or email Molly at mpagliuca@somervillema.gov.
Friendly Caller Program - We have many won-
derful volunteers who are waiting to give you a

call. Whether you are looking to make a new friend
or would just like a friendly chat to look forward to
every week, this program has you covered. Call
Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 to learn
more about the program and to sign up.

Knitting Group — Every Tuesday in March from
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at our Holland Street Center
located at 167 Holland Street. Have you always
wanted to learn how to knit or are you a knitter
looking to find other friends who knit? Look no
further than Knitting with Natasha. Join a supportive
and fun group as we learn more about knitting while
knitting together! Please RSVP to Natasha Naim

at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 or email Natasha at
nnaim@somervillema.gov.

Coffee & Conversation Groups — Every Mon-

day in March from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at our
Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington
Street. And every Thursday in March at the Holland
Street Center from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Join

us for this staff-led discussion group which covers

a range of topics thought up by participants. This

is a friendly group, where all topics are discussed
respectfully. Grab-n-Go lunch available. RSVP to
Maureen Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or
email Maureen at mbastardi@somervillema.gov.
Looking for a location to chat with your friends?
— Come to the COA on Thursday mornings from 9:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., the senior center is open, and the
coffee is on as we wait for the start of Bingo.

Bingo — Thursday, 27th starting at 10:00 a.m. at our
Holland Street Center. Lunch is available following
Bingo. RSVP to Debby Higgins by calling 617-
625-6600, ext. 2323 or email Debby at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

Brown Bag Supplemental Food Program — PICK
UP Thursday, March 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center located at 9

New Washington Street. For an application contact

Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 2317 or email
Natasha at nnaim@somervillema.gov.

General Nutrition Classes — Monday, March

31st from 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. via Zoom and
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in person at the Ralph &
Jenny Center located at 9 New Washington Street.
Wednesdays, March 5th, 12th and 19th in person at
our Holland Street Center from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45
a.m. RSVP to Mary Marshall by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2316 or email Mary at Headtofitness10@
yahoo.com.

Project Outlook — Thursday, March 27th at our
Holland Street Center from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Project Outlook is a group for low vision and blind
seniors to gather, socialize and enjoy dinner to-
gether. RSVP to Molly Pagliuca at 617-625-6600,
ext. 2318 or email Molly at mpagliuca@somervil-
lema.gov.

Virtual Reality Experiences — Mediation Expe-
rience, Monday, March 31st starting at 11:00a.m.

at our Holland Street Center. Join us as we travel

to different destinations and learn interesting facts
about each place. Using ARPA funding directed to
the Council on Aging by Mayor Ballantyne, the COA
has partnered with Rendever, a Somerville based
company focusing on the benefits of virtual reality
in older populations. Studies have found that virtual
reality can help reduce stress, decrease isolation,
reduce pain and lower fall risk. Virtual reality is a
3D, computer generated simulation that is accessed
through wearing a headset. RSVP to Molly Pagliuca
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2318 or email Molly at mpagli-
uca@somervillema.gov.

General Exercise / Holland Street Center — Every
Monday in March starting at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00
a.m. and every Wednesday in March starting at
9:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Center. RSVP to Mi-
chelle Deutsch at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or email
Michelle at mdeutsch@somervillema.gov

SOCIAL MEDIA

Stay connected via our Facebook page - Informative,
entertaining, lots of photos and updates. Visit our
page at https://www.facebook.com/SomervilleCOA/

Follow the Somerville Council on Aging on Insta-
gram! You can find us under the Instagram handle:
somervillecouncilonaging If you have any questions
or need help following us, contact Debby Higgins at
617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or email her at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our
monthly newsletter, please contact Maureen Bas-
tardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen
Bastardi at mbastardi@somervillema.gov

If you would like to become part of our Google
Group, please contact Debby Higgins at 617-625-
6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov.

The Ralph & Jenny Senior Center has a new phone
number. You can reach the center by calling the city
number at 617-625-6600, ext. 2336.
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Three-dozen artists and musicians launch fundraiser to
support preservation of their workspaces in Somerville

Over three-dozen artist and musician ten-
ants at Central Street Studios announce
their preservation campaign fundraiser in
support of helping to secure their afford-
able artist workspaces at 57 Central Street
in Somerville. The fundraiser is in support
of the Arts and Business Council of Great-
er Boston purchasing the 4-floor proper-
ty at 57 Central Street, with a mission of
keeping it as affordable artist workspaces,
with support from the City of Somerville.

Through its Cultural Land Trust initia-
tive, the Arts and Business Council also
preserved Western Avenue Studios in
Lowell, a campus of 350 affordable artist
work and live/workspaces, and a creative
space in Worcester.

“We are so appreciative to be part of
this process of preservation of this won-
derful community asset,” shares Jim Grace,
Executive Director for Arts and Business
Council.“The leadership of the owners, the
City of Somerville, and artists are a testa-
ment that these spaces can be permanently
saved when all the parties work together.”

A 4-person ownership group, including
Paul and Karen Morse, along with Nan-
cy Dutton and David Benson, purchased
the 6600+ square foot property in 1983.
“David and I were woodworkers in the
Fort Point Channel area,” Morse says.” We
could see artists being priced out of the area
and 57 Central Street in Somerville came
on the market. We were able to purchase
it and use one floor for our woodworking
studio and the other three as artist work-
spaces. Since 2003, the woodworking shop
downsized to just a quarter floor, turning
even more space into artist studios to this
day, and hopefully, long into the future.”

“It has always been our desire,” shares
owner Karen Morse, “for 57 Central Street
to be a place where artists thrive. We've
nurtured this creative community space
for over forty years. Now it's time for Jim
Grace and the Arts and Business Council
to steward it into the future.”

The 4-floor artist community boasts
over 25 individual studios that serve over
3-dozen artists including painters, pho-
tographers, woodworking, jewelry mak-
ers, fiber artists, literary artists, sculptors,
musicians, floral artists, video installation
artists, illustrators, and others.

“We are so grateful to the longtime own-
ers of Central Street Studios for choosing
to keep the building as artist studios,’
shares Jack Gruman, a video installation
artist and Somerville native. “Getting Jim

Grace and the Arts and Business Council
on board means our workspaces can stay
affordable, which is key,” he shares.

“This is what arts preservation can look
like when everyone shows up with a shared
commitment to community,” said Somer-
ville Mayor Katjana Ballantyne. “The Arts
and Business Council, the current owners,
and the artists are doing something remark-
able: protecting a creative space, not just for
today’s artists, but for generations to come.
We're proud that Somerville could support
this acquisition, because when we protect
affordable artist workspace, were preserv-
ing the culture, creativity, and collaborative
spirit that define our city”

“At a time when affordable art spaces are
disappearing left and right, this outcome
at 57 Central is like a dream come true.
The owners of this building could easily
have sold to the highest bidder, but instead
theyre showing what is possible when
owners stick to their values and work col-
laboratively with the artist community, the
City, and the non-profit community to
build a sustainable future for the extraor-
dinary artistic community at 57 Central”

“A collaborative solution has proven to
work,” shares Ethan Dussault, #ART-
STAYSHERE volunteer and Somer-
ville business owner and resident. “When
artists, nonprofits, owners, developers,
funders and government all work togeth-
er toward the same goal -- we can preserve
the affordable artist workspaces we have.
We applaud the Arts and Business Coun-
cil, the City of Somerville, the owners and
the artists for all doing their parts. And
now the community can do its part by sup-
porting the artists’ fundraiser, too.”

The online fundraiser aims to raise
$100,000 to help bridge the gap of fund-
ing by the Arts and Business Council and
the City of Somerville (see details below).

Along with the GoFundMe online fund-
raiser, the artists will host an in-person
community Preservation Party, April 21,
7-9pm at Warehouse XI in Somervilles
Union Square. Attendees will hear first-
hand about the value of affordable artist
workspaces, and the value of artists to our
communities. Artists from Central Street
Studios will showcase their artwork, offer
on-site advocacy stations, and launch their
auction that evening. Attendance is free
with RSVP here: https://preservecen-
tralstreetstudios.eventbrite.com

“Artists and musicians rely on workspac-
es like these, and the intent of owners like

Central Street Studios, 57 Central Street, Somerville.

ours to provide places where we can cre-
ate, grow as artists, and develop our cre-
ative practices,” explains Lena Warnke, a
member of sidebody Band who rehearses
at Central Street Studios and will perform
at the acclaimed Boston Calling music
festival this May. “We need room for our
instruments, room to play music, room to
write, and record. Central Street Studios is
our creative backbone.”

Central Street Studios artists will thank
donors in the following ways:

+ Donations of $5-99 will be thanked on
the artists’ website and via social media

+ Donations of $100-249 choice of lim-
ited-edition, hand-printed campaign post-
er or t-shirt

+ Donations of $250-499 the above,
plus limited edition #ARTSTAYSHERE
placard

+ Donations of $500-999 the above, plus
engraved name on Silver Paintbrush Circle

permanent placard on site at Central
Street Studios

+ Donations of $1000+ the above, plus
engraved name on Gold Paintbrush Circle

permanent placard on site at Central
Street Studios, plus private in-person stu-
dio tour with artists

+ Donations of $5000+ the above, plus
engraved name on Platinum Paintbrush
Circle permanent placard on site at Cen-
tral Street Studios, plus private in-person
studio tour and dinner with the artists

All donations are tax-deductible.

Donations $1000+ may be made online
through the artists' GoFundMe online fund-
raiser; or via pledge form through the Arts &
Business Council of Greater Boston.
Donate by Check (instead of online)

Please make checks payable to the Arts
and Business Council of Greater Boston
and include your name, address, phone
number & mail to: Arts & Business Coun-
cil of Greater Boston, 15 Channel Center
Street, Suite 103, Boston, MA 02210
Donate Stocks and Bonds

Gifts of publicly-traded securities are
welcome and may save you income and
capital gains tax, too.

A gift of publicly-traded securities could
be right for you if:

+ you own publicly-traded securities that
you've held for at least one year

+ some of these securities have increased
in value since you bought them

+ some of these securities may provide
you with little or no income

+ you would like to make a gift to sup-
port this project
Donate with Donor-Advised Funds

Donor-Advised Funds (DAF) are an
increasingly popular way to make a char-
itable gift. DAFs can provide you with
immediate tax benefits while making your
charitable giving easier. Just contact your
Donor-Advised Fund administrator to
recommend a grant to this project. You
can recommend that your favorite public
charities, such as Preserve Central Street
Studios through Arts & Business Coun-
cil (ABC), receive grants from your Do-
nor-Advised Fund. Most Donor-Advised
Funds have a minimum grant recommen-
dation, or you can recommend distributing
the entire balance of your Donor-Advised
Fund for a cause important to you. ABC
is grateful for grants from Donor-Advised
Funds. Make your DAF gift at https://
dafwidget.com/.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

7:00 AM COA: General Seated Exercise
7:30 AM Preserving Black History:
Panel & Discussion
9:05 AM Future In Focus-CTE at SHS:
Cosmetology
9:30 AM Construction Advisory Group Meeting
12:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
3:30 PM School Committee Update:
Superintendent Dr. Carmona
4:00 PM SomerViva an Kreyol
4:30 PM Community Meeting: Public Safety
6:00 PM Mental Health Matters:
Teen Mental Health
6:30 PM School Committee Update:
Superintendent Dr. Carmona
7:00 PM National Donor Day 2025
7:30 PM City Council Spotlight:
Ben Ewen-Campen
8:00 PM SomerViva em Portugués
8:30 PM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge
Announcement
9:10 PM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
10:00 PM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
10:30 PM Construction Advisory Group Meeting
THURSDAY, MARCH 27
1:00 AM School Committee Update:
Superintendent Dr. Carmona
1:30 AM Finance Committee Meeting 3-11-25
7:00 AM Chair Pilates & Cardio Throwback
7:30 AM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge
Announcement
8:10 AM National Donor Day 2025
8:30 AM School Committee Update:
Superintendent Dr. Carmona
9:00 AM SomerViva em Portugués
9:30 AM City Council Spotlight:
Ben Ewen-Campen
10:00 AM Somerville Immigrant Workers
Rights Fair
11:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
12:00 PM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
12:30 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
7:00 PM City Council Meeting - LIVE

FRIDAY, MARCH 28

12:30 AM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality

1:00 AM Museo Inmigrante: Mental Health

In the Latino Community

7:00 AM COA: General Seated Exercise #2

7:30 AM Preserving Black History:

Panel & Discussion

9:05 AM Future In Focus-CTE at SHS:

Cosmetology

9:30 AM School Committee Update:

Superintendent Dr. Carmona

10:00 AM City Council Spotlight:

Ben Ewen-Campen

10:30 AM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge

Announcement

11:30 AM Mental Health Matters:

Teen Mental Health

12:00 PM SomerViva em Portugués

12:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting

5:00 PM School Committee Update:

Sarah Phillips

5:30 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25

8:30 PM School Committee Update:

Superintendent Dr. Carmona

9:00 PM Community Meeting: Public Safety

10:30 PM Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner
SATURDAY, MARCH 29

12:00 AM Future In Focus-CTE at SHS:

Cosmetology

12:30 AM School Committee Update:

Sarah Phillips

1:00 AM Mental Health Matters:

Teen Mental Health

1:30 AM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge

Announcement

2:10 AM National Donor Day 2025

7:00 AM Construction Advisory Group Meeting

9:30 AM School Committee Update:

Superintendent Dr. Carmona

10:00 AM Mental Health Matters:

Teen Mental Health

10:30 AM SomerViva em Portugués

11:00 AM Museo Inmigrante: Mental Health

In the Latino Community

1:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25

1:00 PM Future In Focus-CTE at SHS:

Cosmetology

1:30 PM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge
Announcement
2:10 PM National Donor Day 2025
2:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting 3-11-25
7:00 PM City Council Spotlight: Lance Davis
7:30 PM SomerViva em Portugués
8:00 PM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge
Announcement
8:45 PM Preserving Black History:
Panel & Discussion
10:30 PM School Committee Update:
Superintendent Dr. Carmona
11:00 PM Museum of Bad Art Tour
SUNDAY, MARCH 30
12:00 AM City Council Meeting 3-27-25
7:00 AM Chair Pilates & Cardio Throwback
7:30 AM SomerViva an Kreyol
8:01 AM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
8:30 AM Mental Health Matters:
Teen Mental Health
9:00 AM School Committee Update:
Sarah Phillips
9:30 AM SomerViva em Portugués
10:00 AM City Council Spotlight:
Ben Ewen-Campen
10:30 AM Future In Focus-CTE at SHS:
Cosmetology
11:00 AM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge
Announcement
12:00 PM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
12:30 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
3:30 PM School Committee Update:
Sarah Phillips
4:00 PM Construction Advisory Group Meeting
6:30 PM SomerViva em Portugués
7:00 PM City Council Spotlight:
Ben Ewen-Campen
7:30 PM School Committee Update:
Sarah Phillips
8:00 PM City Council Meeting 3-27-25
MONDAY MARCH 31
12:00 AM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
12:30 AM SomerViva em Portugués
1:00 AM Somerville Immigrant Workers

Rights Fair

7:00 AM National Donor Day 2025
7:25 AM City Council Spotlight: Kristen Strezo
8:00 AM Preserving Black History:
Panel & Discussion

9:35 AM Future In Focus-CTE at SHS:
Cosmetology

10:00 AM Somerville Immigrant Workers
Rights Fair

11:30 AM SomerViva em Portugués
12:00 PM City Council Meeting 3-27-25
4:30 PM  City Council Spotlight: Ben Ewen-Campen
5:00 PM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
5:30 PM Community Meeting: Public Safety

7:00 PM  Mental Health Matters: Teen Mental Health

7:30 PM SomerViva em Portugués
8:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
8:30 PM School Committee Update: Sarah Phillips
9:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
TUESDAY, APRIL 1
12:00 AM School Committee Update:
Superintendent Dr. Carmona
12:30 AM City Council Meeting 3-27-25
7:00 AM COA: General Seated Exercise

7:30 AM Mental Health Matters: Teen Mental Health

8:00 AM Sanctuary Cities/Federal Challenge

Announcement
9:00 AM SomerViva em Portugués
9:30 AM  Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair
11:00 AM SomerViva em Portugués

11:30 AM City Council Spotlight: Ben Ewen-Campen
12:00 PM Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
12:30 PM Museo Inmigrante: Mental Health

In the Latino Community
2:30 PM Chamber of Commerce Awards Dinner 2024

4:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
7:00 PM School Committee Update: Sarah Phillips
7:30 PM SomerViva em Portugués
8:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
8:30 PM  City Council Spotlight: Ben Ewen-Campen

9:00 PM Preserving Black History: Panel & Discussion
10:35 PM National Donor Day 2025
11:00 PM  Somerville Immigrant Workers Rights Fair
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2

12:30 AM
1:00 AM

Senior Circuit: Virtual Reality
Community Meeting: Public Safety
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

8:00 AM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:00 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
9:30 AM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

11:00 AM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
1:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
2:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
3:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
3:30 PM SHS Baseball vs Revere
5:30 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
6:00 PM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
7:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
7:30 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
11:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
THURSDAY, MARCH 27

12:00 AM SHS SomerStars 2025
1:00 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
1:30 AM SHS Baseball vs Revere
3:30 AM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
8:00 AM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
10:00 AM SHS SomerStars 2025
11:00 AM Middle School Track and Field Meet
12:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25

2:30 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
4:00 PM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

5:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
8:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
10:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
11:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet

FRIDAY, MARCH 28

12:00 AM Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
1:06 AM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
8:00 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
8:30 AM Middle School Track and Field Meet
9:00 AM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
10:00 AM Boys” Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

11:06 AM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
11:30 AM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
1:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
2:01 PM SHS Softball vs Chelsea
3:30 PM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead
6:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
6:30 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
7:00 PM  Girls” Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
8:00 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:06 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
9:30 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
11:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
SATURDAY, MARCH 29

12:01 AM SHS Softball vs Chelsea
1:30 AM SHS Baseball vs Marblehead
8:00 AM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25

10:30 AM Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
12:00 PM Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

1:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
1:30 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
2:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
3:30 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
4:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
5:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
7:30 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:00 PM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

10:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
10:30 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
11:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing

SUNDAY, MARCH 30
12:30 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology

1:00 AM SHS SomerStars 2025
8:00 AM SHS Staff vs Student Basketball Game
9:30 AM SHS Class Cup Challenge
10:00 AM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
11:30 AM SHS Hockey vs Assabet Valley
1:30 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
2:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
2:30 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
4:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
5:00 PM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
6:00 PM SHS Staff vs Student Basketball Game
7:30 PM SHS Class Cup Challenge
8:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
9:30 PM SHS Hockey vs Assabet Valley
11:30 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet

MONDAY, MARCH 31

12:00 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
12:30 AM Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
2:00 AM SHS SomerStars 2025
3:00 AM  Girls" Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
8:00 AM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:00 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
9:30 AM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

11:00 AM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
1:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
2:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025

3:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
4:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
4:30 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
5:31 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
6:00 PM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
7:00 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
7:30 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
11:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
TUESDAY, APRIL 1

12:00 AM SHS SomerStars 2025
1:00 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
1:30 AM SHS Baseball vs Revere
3:30 AM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
8:00 AM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25

10:30 AM Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
12:00 PM Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final

1:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
1:30 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
2:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing
3:30 PM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
4:00 PM SHS SomerStars 2025
5:00 PM School Committee Meeting 3-24-25
7:30 PM  Boys’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
9:00 PM  Girls’ Middle School Intramural Futsal Final
10:00 PM Middle School Track and Field Meet
10:31 PM SHS Art: Empty Bowls Fundraiser
11:00 PM HTCs Much Ado About Nothing

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2

12:31 AM  Future In Focus-CTE at SHS: Cosmetology
1:00 AM SHS SomerStars 2025

Now enjoy Somerville City Cable and SCATV in HD with Ville TV on RCN channel 613
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Mayor Ballantyne announces transformation
of Founders Rink into all-ages recreation hub

Mayor Katjana Ballantyne today an-
nounced the transformation of Founders
Ice Rink into a multi-purpose recreation
hub serving all ages. This exciting develop-
ment comes after a successful pilot period
showcasing the community’s demand for
diverse recreational activities.

The Administration is proposing a sig-
nificant upgrade following the rink’s sea-
sonal closure with the installation of a
multi-purpose gym floor. The estimated
$168,000 for this upgrade requires fund-
ing approval by the City Council and has
been submitted for consideration.

The safer, multi-use surface, will allow
for a broader range of activities while re-
taining the option to revert back to an ice
rink in the future. This transformation
addresses the community’s pressing need
for accessible recreational space and builds
upon the success of recent programming
initiatives, Because Somerville is a two-
rink community, Veterans Memorial Rink,
which is next door to Founders, will also
continue to offer ice hockey and skating to
the city and region.

“Founders will be a game changer for
us,” said Mayor Ballantyne.”We are filling
the gap from what Founders was to what
it can be, restoring access to vital recre-
ational opportunities for all Somerville
residents. We still have a long-term goal
to establish a community center in our
city, but we also need solutions right now.
Founders makes smart use of current re-
sources to provide the recreation space
that residents need today.”

Recent successful programs demon-
strated the community’s enthusiasm for

diverse recreational offerings at the site.
Popular pickleball sessions for all ages, a
well-attended Fall Festival, and a dynamic
Women in Sports Day featuring local high
school volunteers drew significant partic-
ipation. And when summer camp spots
filled up this past summer, staff quickly set
up the SomerSpot program at Founders
providing 44 children with enriching sum-
mer camp programs who otherwise would
have been turned away.

Somerville's two ice rinks have tradi-
tionally served both local athletes and
residents for ice sports, as well as regional
users including hockey leagues. The ad-
ministration is confident Veterans Rink, as
well as rinks in neighboring communities,
can continue to well serve Somerville ice
users and regional hockey leagues, which
serve both Somerville and area players,
while Somerville residents interested in
other activities gain access to Founders.

“Together these two rinks can serve the
full range of activities from hockey and ice
skating to dance, pickleball, indoor weath-
er-protected senior fitness, teen clubs, and
more,” said Ballantyne.

The Founders recreation hub will fea-
ture an expanded program lineup, in-
cluding:

+ Fitness and Wellness: Zumba, yoga,
cardio, senior walking, and dance classes

+ Sports: Futsal, badminton, volleyball,
basketball, street hockey, lacrosse, tennis,
and pickleball

+ Community Events: Dances, inclusive
bike days, roller skate nights, and themed
parties like the upcoming 80s Glow Party
in May

+ Youth and Teen Programs: Af-
ter-school and summer programming
with a focus on both sport/fitness as well
as games and puzzles and creative arts

+ Intergenerational Programs: Activ-
ities designed to increase cooperation,
interaction, and knowledge between any
two generations.

The center will offer programming in
spring, summer, and fall throughout the
day, catering to various age groups: pre-
schoolers and seniors in the mornings,
teens in the afternoons, adult athletics in
the evenings, and family-friendly activities
on weekends. The spring schedule will be
posted soon to somervillema.myrec.com.

“Our vision is to create a vibrant recre-
ation hub for all ages,” said Parks & Rec-
reation Director Sue Yerkes. “We want to
provide consistent space for a broad range

of activities, complementing the existing
outdoor field and water play areas and cre-
ating a new gathering place where people
can make community connections.”
All are Invited to Take the Recreation
Survey

Whether you or your family are regular
participants in Parks and Recreation pro-
gramming or you haven't tried a program
yet, the city wants to better understand
how to meet your needs. Your feedback
will help staff adjust existing recreation
programs and develop new ones. The sur-
vey should take about five minutes. The
survey is available in multiple languages at
bit.ly/somervillerecsurvey .

Visit the Somerville Parks and Recre-
ation website at https://somervillema.
myrec.com for info on upcoming programs

and more.

Stiles, Maria Garcia, Coach Israel Garcia.

Bottom row L-R: Arielys Lopez, Aria Bruce, Leilah Denning.

7th grade Girls Basketball Champions

“After four years of coaching this team and a very disappointing loss in the finals two years ago, we finally WON the 7th grade
girls basketball metrowest ‘Championship  tournament,” said Coach Israel Garcia. Garcia praised the team, “These girls deserve to

be CHAMPIONS. They work hard, relentless, teamwork and pride.”

Pictured top row L-R: Coach Ronald Freeman, Reese Freeman, Mika Dimagiba, Trinity Stiles, Gia Spires, Olivia Spires, Gianna |
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Be sure to visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1
and follow us on X/Twitter at @somervilletimes
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Somerville Fair Housing Commission
Question of the week
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The SomervilleTimes

Q: I think I've been discriminated against. What should I do?

A: Call Shannon Lawler at the City of Somervilles Housing Di-
vision, 617-625-6600 X2569. She will help you figure out your
rights and how to get what's coming to you.

The Somerville Fair Housing Commission generally meets on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 3 p.m. online. Call 617-625-6600 ext. 2578 for the login information.

Tufts University Department of
Music Presents

‘Sound Icon: Infinity of Lists’

The Tufts University Department of Music presents “Sound Icon: Infinity
of Lists” in the Distler Performance Hall at the Granoff Music Center on
Thursday, April 3, at 8:00 p.m.

Founded and directed by Jeffrey Means, the Sound Icon sinfonietta presents
a special event featuring the premiere of Infinity of Lists by Ken Ueno. Also
featured are works by Tufts Composers T.J. Anderson, Julia Soojin Cavalla-
ro, Carlos Mauro Galvez, John McDonald, and Yixiao Wang. This event will

be livestreamed at go.tufts.edu/musiclivestream.

The Granoff Music Center is located at 20 Talbot Avenue on Tufts’ Med-
ford/Somerville campus. For more information, please visit go.tufts.edu/
musicevents or call the Granoff Music Center Box Office at 617.627.3679.

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com

Somerville through
the eyes of Denise

‘ | - +

Help! I'm just a little house, and I'm getting squashed!... — Photo by Denise Provost

J

BORRY'S DAD JOKES CORNER

By Bobbygeorge Potaris

Why do bees have sticky hair in the spring?
Because they use honeycombs.

The "Original"
All Types Vent Cleaning
Restaurant Hood Cleaning

Dryer Vent/ HVAC Cleaning

To advertise in
The

Power Washing Somerville
Licensed and Insured .
in Massachusetts Tlmes
We travel all over caII
Massachusetts .
Call today to find out Bobbie Toner
our weekly specials! 857-488-5138

Call Jimmy 857-366-3761

On Shis o@q i

March 26

1799 — Napoleon Bonaparte captures Jaffa, Palestine.

1804 — Congress sends Indians east of the Mississippi River to Louisiana.

1832 — Famed western artist George Catlin begins his voyage up the Missouri River
aboard the American Fur Company steamship Yellowstone.

1885 — Eastman Film Co. manufactures the first commercial motion picture film.
1942 — The Germans begin sending Jews to Auschwitz in Poland.

1950 — Senator Joe McCarthy names Owen Lattimore, an ex-State Department
adviser, as a Soviet spy.

1953 — Dr. Jonas Salk announces a new vaccine against polio.

1954 — The United States sets off an H-bomb blast in the Marshall Islands.

1979 — The Camp David treaty is signed between Israel and Egypt.

1982 — Ground is broken in Washington D.C. for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

1989 — The first free elections take place in the Soviet Union. Boris Yeltsin is elected.
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https://artsatthearmory.org/events/g-
rockwell-band/.

dhEkEAA XAk hkhkhhkkhhkrhhkhkhhkhhhhhhhhhhhxk
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne and the
City of Somerville staff invite you to
Somerville’s third annual Civic Day.
Come learn about city services and local
government via free activities, and enjoy
local eats and entertainment on Satur-
day, April 5, from noon to 4 p.m. at City
Hall (93 Highland Ave.) and on the City
Hall concourse. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, all outdoor activities will be
moved inside to Somerville High School
(81 Highland Ave.). To learn more, visit
somerville-ma.gov/civicday.
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PorchFest 2025 will take place on Sat-
urday, May 10, from 12 to 6 p.m. (in-
clement weather date: Sunday, May 11).
Applications are now open. Submit by
Thursday, April 10 at 11:59 PM. Ap-
plication submission does not guaran-
tee participation. Certain streets will be
restricted for performances to ensure
safety. View the restricted street map
on our website or view the streets listed
below. View how to submit your appli-
cation for consideration https://somet-
villeartscouncil.org/porchfest/.
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Municipal scholarships are available
for high school seniors. Seven $1,000
municipal scholarships are available for
high school seniors graduating in 2025
through the City of Somerville Munic-
ipal Scholarship Committee. Appli-
cants must be residents of Somerville
who have been accepted to an accredited
post-secondary institution. Students are
asked to complete a profile and answer
three short essay questions by March
31. Learn more and apply: https://www.
somervillema.gov/somerville-munici-
pal-scholarship-2025.
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Summer is coming! Check out the city’s
summer programming by visiting ti-
nyurl.com/sville2025summer today.

KAk AXAAAAA XA A LA X AA X AR AR XA AR A AKXk X
Plan ahead as parks close temporarily
for tree maintenance. Proactive mainte-
nance is essential for healthy tree growth
and preserving Somerville’s urban forest.
The Somerville Parks Tree Program is
gearing up for its sixth year to provide a
comprehensive health assessment to 327
trees throughout ten parks this spring.
To do this work, temporary park clo-
sures are required. Residents are encout-

aged to check for park closures before

planning an outing to city parks. Learn
more  herehttps://www.somervillema.
gov/treehealth.
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Calling all members of the Somerville
music community! Join the Somerville
Arts Council for a meeting to discuss
the future of our local music ecosys-
tem. From venues and rehearsal spaces
to recording, come together to find solu-
tions to these critical issues. Monday,
March 31, 6:30 — 8 p.m., at The Jungle,
6 Sanborn Court.

KEkIXEAXAA AKX LA X AR XA A XA A XA A AR XA A Xk hXk
Street sweeping in Somerville resumes
on Tuesday, April 1. Somerville’s street
cleaning program is an essential public
works program that not only keeps our
city cleaner but also reduces the risk of
flooding and icing due to clogged storm
drains. Signs indicate time and date of
no parking due to sweeping. The street
sweeping season runs from April 1 until
December 31 each year. On designated
street sweeping days, vehicles must be
moved from the side of the street being
swept, as noted on signs posted on each
street. The penalty for not complying
with street sweeping parking regula-
tions is a $50 fine.
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Drum Your Heart Day, Saturday April
26, at Gilman Art Park, Medford St.,
Somerville. Bring a bucket or metal or a
drum and everyone will drum together
led by a core of drum artists. Beginning
around 1 p.m. Celebrate, protest, ex-
press yourself to the universe the good
we know we need to overcome hate
and prejudice from our neighborhoods
across America. Gilman Art Park has
been and continues welcoming artists to
show Temporary Public Art until June,
possibly through this Summer. On the
first Saturday of June there will be a cele-
bration honoring all the artists who have
contributed their works to this tempo-
rary field of free expression.

B R R R R R R R R R R R R R R P S R S P P P P P P P R R R R R R R R
Somerville Little League 2025 Spring
registration is open. Go to www.somer-

villelittleleague.org to register.
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On Friday, April 25, GLOWBALL
will transform the Armory Perfor-
mance Hall into an immersive Glow-
in-the-Dark Rave created by DJ Adam
Gibbons with hypnotic visuals by Jay
Medina, all in support of The Center
for Arts at the Armory. GLOWBALL is

an anti-gala—there will be no speeches,

formal presentations or auction. There
will be pop-up performances by Samba-
Viva and Sidy Maiga on djembe. This
year’s honorees: Rachel Strutt, Lifetime
Achievement Award; Clay Fernald,
Community Arts Advocate: and Nelson
Salazar, Outstanding Artist. GLOW-
BALL tickets include complimentary
international bites, glow-in-the-dark ac-
cessories and face painting by Arty Mari.
This will surely be Somerville’s most
illuminating party of 2025. https://art-
satthearmory.org/glowball/.

The Somerville Arts Council’s ArtBeat
2025 Calls for Talent are now available.
The Somerville Arts Council invites mu-
sicians, street performers, circus artists,
installation artists, buskers, craft ven-
dors, and more to participate at ArtBeat
2025. Festival date and new time: Satur-
day, July 19, 1 — 9 p.m. (Rain date: Sun-
day, July 20), Davis Square, Somerville.
The main festival will take place from 1
to 7 p.m., but music and food will con-
tinue in Seven Hills Park from 7 to 9
p-m. Visit https://somervilleartscouncil.
org/artbeat/calls/.

The Mudflat Cup Show 2025. National
juried show by Kyle Scott Lee. If you are
interested in purchasing any of the cups,
please email kate@mudflat.org with your
inquiry. Visit https://www.mudflat.org/
projects-8 to view..

KAk EkkAkkhhkrhkhkkhkhkhhkhkhhkrhhkhhhkhkhhkkhhkk
Save the date: Somerville Open Studios
2025 will take place on Saturday and
Sunday, May 3—4, from 12 to 6 p.m. each
day, at artists’ studios and homes through-
out Somerville. Nearly 400 artists in 118
locations citywide will open their studios
to the public. Map, artist, and (soon) trol-
ley info at https://www.somervilleopen-
studios.org/ The SOS First Look Show
at the Somerville Museum will be open
from April 24 through May 17.
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Join puppeteer Leigh Baltzer and her
puppet friends for a morning of stories,
songs, and even learn about puppet styles.
This program is intended for children
ages 3 to 7, but all are welcome. This event
will be held on Saturday, March 29, at
the East Branch Library (115 Broad-
way) from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.
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The Somerville Homeless Coalition’s
Amazon Wish Lists are updated month-
ly with the most requested items from
their food pantry to meet the needs of

their clients experiencing food insecurity.
If you would like to learn more and do-
nate through our wish lists, please see the

link here: https://bit.ly/SHCLinks.
Looking for some fun this April break?
Join the Somerville Recreation Depart-
ment for an action-packed April Vaca-
tion Program filled with games, arts and
crafts, sports, and a field trip to Chunky’s
Movie Theater by registering on their
website. Located at the West Somerville
Neighborhood School, the full day pro-
gram begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 4:30
p-m. Spots may fill fast, so don't miss out
and sign up today for a week of friendship
and nonstop fun: https://somervillema.
myrec.com/info/default.aspx
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Community Health Worker Division
Hours are held every other Thursday at
Connexion (149 Broadway, Somerville,
MA) from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. They will
provide hygiene kits, snacks, and referrals
to internal and external partners for the
following services: ESL, Housing, SHC,
SNAP and MassHealth. Next hours will
be held on Thursday, April 3.
Reminder: Return your 2025 City of
Somerville census. Last month, Somer-
ville’s 2025 census made its way to res-
ident mailboxes. Annual participation
in the census is essential for keeping an
accurate population count and it updates
or maintains your status as an active vot-
er for upcoming elections. The 2025 cen-
sus form also includes an application to
vote by mail in Somerville’s preliminary
and city elections this year. Completed
census forms can be returned via the
postage-paid return envelope included
in the mailing, by scanning the form and
emailing it to census@somervillema.gov,
or in person at City Hall (93 Highland
Ave.). Please call 311 (617-666-3311)

with any questions.
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Small Mart is back at The Crystal Ball-
room, 55 Davis Square on Friday April
4, 2025.with a special night market.
They'll have 30+ local vendors plus tar-
ot reading and on site mending, a full bar,
and DJ Johnny Stevens from Soulelujah
spinning vinyl all night long. 5-10 p.m.
Free entry, all ages, wheelchair accessible.
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Somerville Open Studios 2025 will
take place on Saturday and Sunday, May
3-4, from 12 to 6 p.m. each day, at artists’

studios and homes Continued on page 22
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Historical Fact
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organized his early soldiers of all ranks in
preparation to assault them.

Who were they? They were the patriots
who had already fought and spilled their
blood since April 19 at Lexington. The last
American to die that day was at the base
of Prospect Hill. He was sixty-five-year-
old James Miller who said,“I am too old to
run.” It was the first time Prospect Hill was
stained with the blood of an American pa-
triot. Younger men fled before the advance
of the British Redcoats, but only James
showed that the gray hairs of age outdared
the red blood of youth.

These patriots all touched Prospect Hill:

Newstalk conT. FROM PG 21

+ General Israel Putnam — Fought at
Bunker Hill and fortified Prospect Hill.

+ Colonel Thomas Knowlton — Fought
at Bunker Hill and was the father of
America’s Army Rangers.

+ General Charles Lee — Commanded
the left wing of the American Army during
the siege of Boston.

+ Doctor General Joseph Warren — Was
a martyr at Bunker Hill. Somerville was
almost named after him.

+ General Nathanael Greene — Was
Washington's  southern ~ commander
during the eight-year war.

+ Colonel William Prescott — Was the

American commander at the Battle of
Bunker Hill.

+ General Henry Knox — Was the Father
of American Artillery. He built Cobble
Hill’s fort and was Fort Knox’s namesake.

+ Colonel Paul Revere — Evaded Somer-
ville capture on the way to complete his
ride to Lexington. He also commanded
guards, delivering 4,200 captured Brit-
ish and Hessian prisoners to Winter and
Prospect Hills.

+ Captain Nathan Hale — Was a school
teacher, American Ranger and American
spy. His famous words were, “My only re-
gret is that I only have but one life to give

for my country.”’

+ General John Paterson — Was Com-
mander of Fort #3 at Union Square which
protected the road to Cambridge.

+ General Artemas Ward 1 — Command-
ed American troops until General Wash-
ington arrived at Prospect Hill.

+ General George Washington — Took
official command of the new American
Army at Prospect Hill under the first
American Union Flag on January 1, 1776.

These were the young and old lead-
ers and soldiers of 1775 and 1776. This
reunion would have been a reunion of
America’s first “Band of Brothers!”

throughout Somerville. Nearly 400 art-
ists in 118 locations citywide will open
their studios to the public. Map, artist,
and (soon) trolley info at https://www.
somervilleopenstudios.org/
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Subscribe to the Somerville Public Li-
brary’s email newsletter for monthly up-
dates about the goings-on at the library.
Subscribing takes less than five minutes,
and if it turns out to not be your thing,
unsubscribing is easy. Visit the linktree
in their bio to sign up. Lots of adult pro-
gramming happening at the library for
the week of March 30 — April 5. Don't
miss our Take Home a Blackout Poetry
Kit starting April 1 at all three branches,
and Learn to make Bengali Ghugni with
Chef Afruza on Saturday, April 5, at the
East Branch. Visit https://www.somer-
villepubliclibrary.org/
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State health officials are informing the
public that Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza, which rarely infects humans,
is suspected to be affecting wild and do-
mestic birds in several Massachusetts
municipalities. Here are precaution-
ary steps you can take: Avoid handling
birds and other wildlife and keep dogs
and pets leashed and away from wildlife.
Learn more and stay up to date on state
guidance. https://www.mass.gov/news/
state-officials-provide-updated-guid-
ance-on-suspected-avian-flu-cases-re-
ported-across-massachusetts.

Winter can stretch budgets to the break-
ing point. With increased costs for food,
heating, housing, and transportation,
many Massachusetts families are facing
tough choices. If you or your family need

help accessing food, don't wait — call Proj-
ect Bread’s toll-free FoodSource Ho-
tline today at 1-800-645-8333.
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Registration for SPS free summer pro-
grams starts tomorrow. They have a
wide range of programs open to any SPS
student at different grade levels. Check
out the summer webpage to learn more:
https://somerville k12.ma.us/summer.
Registration runs from Monday, March

24 through April.
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The
invites you to join them for a special cel-
ebration on Thursday, March 27, at 6
p.m., in the Crystal Ballroom, 55 Da-

Somerville Homeless Coalition

vis Sq., as they commemorate 40 years
of service to the Somerville and Greater
Boston community. Enjoy specialty cock-
tails, delicious delights from local favor-
ites Redbones and Dave’s Fresh Pasta,
and vibrant live music to sway to by West
of Willows and The Loomers. https://
somervillehomelesscoalition.org/events/.
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You can download a helpful packet of
Know Your Rights resources and in-
formation in the language of your choice
below. Somerville Public Schools have
also created a list of resources on the
One Somerville Resource page, which
can be found here https://somerville.
k12.ma.us/district-departments/somer-
ville-family-learning-collaborative-sflc/
one-somerville-resources.
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SCES is teaming up with City Fresh
Foods to offer a five-pack of frozen
home-delivered meals. This new meal
delivery option is ideal for consumers
who want the convenience of home-deliv-

ered meals but are not able to be at home
each weekday to receive deliveries. Meal
recipients can choose which weekday they
would like to receive the frozen meals,
with up to five meals in each bulk delivery.
Each meal comes with bread, milk, and a
dessert. Current SCES clients who are
interested in receiving meals should call
their office at 617-628-2601 or contact
their case manager for more information.
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Low-income households may be eligi-
ble to receive help with winter heating
costs through the Fuel Assistance Pro-
gram. This program is part of the Home
Energy Assistance Program (HEAP)
and serves residents of Somerville and
Cambridge. Participants receive assis-
tance with their heating costs between
November 1 and April 30. Learn more
about the program, check if you qualify,
and apply for assistance today at somer-
ville-ma.gov/heatingassistance.
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Somerville High School students are
invited to bring their SHS ID to the
Somerville YMCA on Fridays from 7
to 9 p.m. and Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m.
for free. There are free movie nights.
On Sundays, students will have access
to the basketball and exercise areas (in-
cluding the weight room). Visit their
website to learn more. https://somer-
villeymca.org/news/somerville-teens-
after-hours/. Somerville YMCA asks
that students go to their website to reg-
ister before visiting. This program is for
ages 14 to 17 years.
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City Alerts are a great way for those who
live, work, or own a business in Somer-
ville to receive important city informa-

tion that affects your neighborhood. City
Alerts provide information about emet-
gencies (including snow emergencies),
construction and road closures, water
service interruptions, community news,
and more. To sign up, visit somerville-
ma.gov/alerts and click on the button
for your preferred language. Step-by-
step sign-up instructions are available at:
somervillema.gov/alerts. Having trouble
signing up? You can call 3-1-1 (617-666-
3311) for assistance.
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If you want to adopt-a-drain in Somer-
ville, perform light maintenance as need-
ed, and give it a creative name. Sign up for
the Adopt-a-Drain program today by
visiting Somerville.mysticdrains.org.
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The Somerville Winter Farmers Mar-
ket is back at the Arts at the Armory,
191 Highland Ave. on Saturdays, 9:30
am. — 1:30 p.m. from November 2 to
April 12. The Center for the Arts at the
Armory is proud to offer a weekly win-
ter market with 71+ local food vendors
with the best locally grown and regionally
produced foods, including fresh produce,
cheese, eggs, meats, fish, breads, tamales,
pastries, chocolate, skincare products, and
more. The market accepts SNAP/EBT
and HIP benefits. They also offer a $15
SNAP match to customers each week.
More info is available on their website:
https://www.somwintermarket.org/.
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Don't forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our
paper, go directly online to our website
over to the right side and fill out your
email address to receive a free, full PDF
copy of the paper.
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- edited by Doug Holder

Alexander Levering Kern is a poet,
editor, university chaplain, Quaker
educator, and interfaith communi-
ty organizer. Author of What an Is-
land Knows (Shanti Arts, 2024) and
a forthcoming poetry collection from
Cervend Barva Press, Alex is editor
of the anthology Becoming Fire: Spir-
itual Writing from Rising Generations.
Founding editor-publisher of Pensive: A Global Journal of Spirituality
& the Arts (www.pensive.com), Alex serves as Northeastern Uni-
versity’s founding Executive Director of the interfaith Center for
Spirituality, Dialogue, and Service. Recently selected for a Resi-
dency at T.S. Eliot House in Gloucester, Massachusetts and as
an Advisory Council member of the New England Poetry Club.

The Larger Life Is
— after “Winter Morning” by James Crews

When I pause in the busyness of midweek

to write you a love letter, dear world out my window,
sometimes I hear only the rumble drum drum

of the recycling bins, the hiss of air brakes

from the dump truck nearby, as if our lives

were just squeezed loose from a hot air balloon,

but when I open my eyes, my ears, my mouth,

I can taste & see that you are good, oh precious life,
as dear as the tears of yesterday

that well in my eyes, knowing this life is not forever,
but maybe another is waiting within:

a wider horizon beyond the veil,

out over the rooftops of Somerville

past the great bell tower of Saint Catherine’s

just up the hill, and down the green corridors

of light in the woods — and yes, maybe heaven

is not far away, nearer, perhaps,

than I am to myself, made all the sweeter

because I share it with you.

— Alexander Levering Kern

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu

OFF THE SHELF

Article by Off the Shelf Correspondent Parma Chattopadhyay

On March 24, from 6 to 9 p.m., Co-Founder of
Out of the Blue Community Arts, Deborah Priestly,
hosted the first of several poetry nights at the Out of
the Blue Art Gallery in studio performance space B6
on the Basement Floor of the Armory at 191 High-
land Ave., Somerville, MA 02143.

All are welcome to attend, with a $10 suggested
donation, but no one will be turned away due to lack
of funds. Light snacks and non-alcoholic beverages
will be available to all who attend.

During the nights of her poetry series, she will
have a couple of her artworks showing which have
graced the Gallery for several decades. She will be
MC-ing the night, and call poets up to the stage in
the order that they sign up.

Please note that we do have a couple of hours for
this memorable event, and if time is needed, we can
go all the way to 10 p.m.

The gathering is poetry-centered, although light
un-amped music is welcome. There is a guitar as well
as acoustic hand drums at the Gallery for everyone’s
use, as has always been customary at the Gallery
through its nearly 40 years in the Camberville area.
Folks are welcome to bring copies of their poems to
distribute to the audience.

Deborah Priestly has a memorable footprint in
the Camberville arts scene. She is the author of The
Woman Has a Voice (Ibbetson Street Press) and

Poet Deborah Priestly returns
to the Out of the Blue Gallery

by Doug Holder

alongside BARCC, On the Rise, and the Women'’s

Center to develop inclusivity across all demographics.

Deborah Priestly graduated from Emerson Col-
lege in creative writing and dance. She also worked
at Boston University as an office manager, and was
deemed an “Art Angel” in Harvard Square, giving
proceeds of her art sales to the disabled and home-
less. She helped found the Gallery in the early 1990s,
and since then curated the Open Bark Poetry series

worked alongside Timothy Gager to produce Out of ~ for 25 years.

the Blue Writers Unite, a collection of short stories
and poetry from Boston-based writers.

The Out of the Blue Art Gallery hosted Stone
Soup Poetry for many years at its former locations in
Cambridge, while several of these poets have attend-
ed literary events at our newer Somerville location. It
hosted literary nights featuring Jack Powers, Brother
Blue, and his wife Reverend Blue. It has also worked

For the last 5 1/2 years, and since the Gallery
moved from its second location in Allston to its
current one in Somerville, she has spent some
time working on herself and budding into her fu-
ture projects.

Welcome Deborah Priestly on the 24th, bring
your poetry game, and thanks for celebrating the his-
tory of Out of the Blue.

Tufts Third Day Gospel Choir

The Tufts University Department of Music presents “Tufts Third Day Gospel Choir” in the Cohen
Auditorium at the Aidekman Arts Center on Friday, April 4, at 5:00 p.m. Join the 220-voice Tufts

Third Day Gospel Choir as they present their spring concert under the direction of David Coleman.

Tickets are $7 for general admission seating, visit www.tuftsdramadancetickets.com to purchase.

This event will be livestreamed at go.tufts.edu/musiclivestream.

The Aidekman Arts Center is located at 40 Talbot Avenue on Tufts’ Medford/Somerville

campus. For more information, please visit go.tufts.edu/musicevents or call the Granoff Music

Center Box Office at 617-627-3679.
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To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.
Let your customers find you in
Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Monica Calvo Realtor®

Real Estate Professional
Cell: 617-605-3308

Email: mcalvo@relocationnewengland.com
Web: remaxpartnersrelocation.com

RE/MAX
PARTNERS RELOCATION

44 Park ST

Andover MA 01810
Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

RE/MAX

Sy

P edding & vent
Photo & Video

— Harry Kane —

KANE FILMS
www.KaneFilms.net
860-840-3737
HarryKaneFilms@gmail.com

BUY - SELL - JOIN

l CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS! ‘

JOHN RAPOSO

BROKER

= JOHN@ENCOMPASSPROPS.COM
. 617-665-8866

BOBBIE TONER

REAL ESTATE CONSULANT

== BOBBIETONER@AOL.COM
. 857-488-5138

< WWW.ENCOMPASSPROPS.COM
ENCOMPASSPROPS

Cleaning. Restortion. Construction.

SERVPROP of Arlington,

Somerville, Charlestown

617-629-5331

Independently owned and operated

Closed Wednesday

/i

p Alibrandi’s Barber Shop
p

Men & Boys Haircuts

“Best Somerville Barber”

é

194 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-4282

T. J. SILLARI, INC.

Over 50 Years Experience
Proud to be a Somerville Business Resident

* Plumbing < Heating
* Gas Fitting -« Industrial Work
» Water Heater Replacement
* Complete Drain Service

Residential - Industrial - Commercial

625-9877

Master PImb. Lic. #6106

The Law Offices of
Richard G. Di Girolamo

Richard G. Di Girolamo, Esquire
Anne M. Vigorito, Esquire
Breanna L. Rolland, Esquire

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Real Estate Law
Zoning

Givil Litigation
Griminal Defense
Family Law
Personal Injury

TELEPHONE: (617) 666-8200
FAX: (617) 776-5435
EMAIL: digirolamolegal @verizon.net

424 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE, MA 02145

(2;' BRENEVILLE
LAW OFFICES, LLC

FREDLER BRENEVILLE, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Immigration - Accident-Injury

Family Law - Estate Planning
_ Landlord-Tenant

Nou p..’e Kreyol

Nous parlons Frangais (6 1 7) 448_6 037

INFO@BRENEVILLELAWOFFICES.COM
500 N. MAIN ST.STE. A2ND FL., RANDOLPH
55 BROADWAY, SOMERVILLE
BRENEVILLELAWOFFICES.COM

JIMMY BRIETZKE

(781) 779-9195

Rubbish Removal Scrap Metal

Telephone: Fax:
(617) 625-2244 (617) 625-4350
(617) 625-4344
EDWIN J. SMITH
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

RUMERY & SMITH

403 HIGHLAND AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MA 02144 edsmithlaw@gmail.com

PUBLISHING
www.clarkarts.net




