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New westbound cycle track entry on 
Washington St. concerns bicyclists

By Harry Kane

Bicyclists say that the bike lane entry onto Washing-
ton Street feels unsafe, following a reconstruction 
project of sidewalks and repaving meant to make it 
safer for pedestrians, motorists and bicyclists.

During the December 12 City Council meeting, 
Ward 2 City Councilor J.T. Scott ordered the Di-
rector of Mobility and the Director of Engineering 
to appear before the Council to discuss the prepa-
ration of a change order to revert the design back 
to the original plans for the bike lane at the en-
trance of Washington Street and Webster Avenue 
in Union Square.

“It came as a big surprise to myself and to advo-
cates when the implementation of it, right there at its 
terminus in Union Square, wasn’t Continued on page 4

A new look for mural on
Trum Field playground

The Phoenix Tree” mural currently graces the grounds of Trum Field.

The city is considering steps to rectify issues cyclists have raised concerning the bike lane entry onto 
Washington St.						       — Photo by Roberto Fischer

By Lexi O’Neil

A new year brings new appreciation for The Phoe-
nix Tree mural on Trum Field playground. Origi-
nally commissioned to bring the Somerville com-
munity together, it reminds us that art is in the eye 
of the beholder. In the city known for great artistic 
expression, Somerville renews its glow on a favorite 
artist who is paving the way for their passions.

Crystal Burney, known professionally as Gray Sky 
Designs, is an artist who for over twenty-five years, 
has brought her passions to life in multiple cities, 
including her home of Somerville, Massachusetts. 
Her creative process begins when a client brings 
forth a vision they’d like her to breathe new life into, 
and it is here where new projects are born.

Her craft has been a driving Continued on page 4



Somerville Weather Forecast
for the week of January 1 – January 7 as provided by the National Weather Service

	 DAY	 CONDITIONS	 HIGH/LOW	 PRECIPITATION	 HUMIDITY	 WIND

	 Wednesday	
Partly Cloudy	 28°/17°	 1%	 1% 	 NW 22 mph

	 January 8

	 Thursday	
Partly Cloudy	 29°/25°	 2%	 % 	 NW 19 mph

	 January 9

	 Friday	
Sunny	 36°/24°	 1%	 1% 	 W 15 mph

	 January 10

	 Saturday	
Partly Cloudy	 34°/22°	 5%	 2% 	 NW 9 mph

	 January 11

	 Sunday	
Partly Cloudy	 36°/22°	 14%	 9% 	 NW 11 mph

	 January 12

	 Monday	
Partly Cloudy	 34°/20°	 2%	 1% 	 NW 9 mph

	 January 13

	 Tuesday	
Partly Cloudy	 34°/17°	 4%	 2% 	 NW 11 mph

	 January 14

NOTE: Conditions subject to change. Always check a daily forecast prior to activities that can be affected by the weather.
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Learn about rodent control at a virtual information session. The 
city’s Inspectional Services Department and the SomerViva Of-
fice of Immigrant Affairs invite community members to attend a 
virtual workshop about rodents on Thursday, January 9, from 5 to 
6 p.m. online via Zoom. Attendees will learn about identifying if 
rats are on your property, rodent control methods, tips for preven-
tion, and city resources that can help. Interpretation into Spanish 
will be available. Learn more and attend or get tips now at somer-
villema.gov/rodentsaway.

****************************
Community members who could not attend the city’s Mid-
Term Ceremonies and Addresses can watch them on online on 
CityTV’s YouTube channel at youtube.com/SomervilleCityTV

****************************
Happy birthday this week to several locals: Happy birthday to Ka-
tie McDaid. We wish her a very happy birthday. Happy birthday 
to retired high school teacher Marion Joyce. We hope she enjoys 
her day. Happy birthday to Ken Kotch, a great photographer. We 
hope he has a nice day. Happy birthday to Phil Forsyth, we wish 
him the best. Happy Birthday to a great guy, Matt Hoey. We wish 
him a nice day with his family. Happy birthday to Donna Desres-
cente. We wish her the very best. We wish all our Facebook friends, 
such as Linda M. Alves, Rose Amabile, Chris Walsh, Alberta 
Healey, Janice Burpee, Paul Nunziato and Suzanne Ryan Marks 
a very happy birthday. We hope everyone has a Continued on page 7

TheSomervilleTimes.com
Comments of the Week

Response to: Somerville through the eyes of Denise
Joe L says:

Appears to the rectory at St Catherines

Response to: Obituary: Florence E. McWatters
Fatima DeChaves says:

My sincere condolences to the whole Family!
Rest in Peace

Response to: Somerville Artist Michael Silverman: 
A consummate coffee–doodler
Jason Wickham says:

Loved your article Michael. Please drop by mine and Karen’s new coffee shop (Graze and Wander) 
in Somerville. We’d love to have you down for a coffee and a people watch.

Log onto TheSomervilleTimes.com to leave your own comments
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Free food resources available in Somerville
Ongoing. If you or someone you know is 
dealing with food insecurity, please take a look 
at this folder. This online folder has fliers in 
multiple languages about free food resources 
for families: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/13yZQvHB-gmjghDxAvjjt07reE-
WtzC_Ne
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Life in the Ville by Jimmy Del Ponte

What do you think 
of them making Cen-
tral St. a one way 
from Summer St. to 
Highland Ave.?

They widened the 
bike lane and the 
sidewalk. They left a 

small path for vehicles. This was the sub-
ject of my Facebook poll. All new readers 
comments are in quotes. 

“They want everyone to be careless and 
bike or use the T. It is getting so dangerous”

“In West Somerville on a crazy rainy 
cloudburst morning where you couldn’t 
see 5 ft. in front of you. I blew out a tire on 
one of those curbs making a left turn” 

“The whole neighborhood (and I live 

right down the street) is a mess. There 
have been at least five major accidents at 
Summer, Harvard and Benton plus the 
bikes that have plenty of room on those 
wide paths still ride in the street, still go 
the wrong way on both ends of Central 
Street. Emergency vehicles avoid this area 
whenever possible. There are much better 
ways to have made these changes but the 
city doesn’t listen to all of its constituents 
only those with the loudest voices that ha-
ven’t lived here very long.”

“Well, didn’t they pretty much say they 
wanted to make it a ‘walking’ city. If you 
have a car and no driveway the parking will 
be a real deal breaker for tenants.”

“I am a senior citizen (75) and hand-
icapped and there is no way I can get to 

my many doctors using anything but a car. 
Guess this is the thanks I get for living 
here my whole life.”

“My husband and I have this conver-
sation often. He asks, where did all these 
cars come from?”

“We grew up in the 60’s, one car – if 
any car – families. We grew up with fam-
ilies of 3, 4, 5 – even 10 kids. All those 
kids – ok – most of those kids worked 
hard to buy a car at age 16. So, in just 
a household of 5 siblings – 5 more ve-
hicles need parking. I think you get the 
picture.

Somerville is a great walking city. We 
have gotten so used to driving everywhere 
ever since our first vehicle. And now as we 
age, walking can be difficult.”

Thank you to all who contributed to 
this story.

One-way woes
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what was on those plans,” said Councilor 
Scott.

The Washington Street redesign proj-
ect is in its final stages of construction, 
explained Councilor Scott, but the issue 
for bicyclists is the curb at the corner that 
some cyclists believe is unsafe.

Councilor Scott said that there had 
been extensive input from bicyclist advo-
cates and neighbors in the design process. 
Apparently, a revised final 100 percent 
plan, which was submitted in September 
of 2023, was never posted until recently, 
he explained.

“There was no chance for anybody in the 
public to catch this or provide feedback,” 
Councilor Scott said.

Councilor Scott said that the entrance 
is “fairly scary,” and he wants to ensure 
constituents that the bike lane entry will 
be fixed.

“I think this is a chance to rectify a mis-
take,” said Councilor Scott.

Prior to construction there was a 
change to the design that affected the 
entrance to the westbound cycle track at 
Union Square, explained Nick Alakel, 
Public Information Officer at the De-
partment of Communications and Com-
munity Engagement.

“This design update increases the 
amount of continuously available sidewalk 
space in an area heavily used by pedestri-
ans,” said Alakel. “In the initial design the 
cycle track bisected the sidewalk near the 
crosswalk across Washington Street.”

“During construction we received feed-
back from community members and ob-
served that the angle of the entrance to the 
cycle track was too sharp,” Alakel said. 

This change required that the entrance 
to the cycle track be modified so that cy-
clists enter at an angle. 

“At that point, we directed our contrac-
tor to widen the cycle track entrance by 
adding additional asphalt, making the nec-
essary turn more gradual,” Alakel said.

The adjustment was made in late No-
vember, Alakel added. The Western 
Washington Street Safety and Mobility 
Improvements project is “substantially 
complete.”

There are some minor construction 
items remaining such as additional sig-
nage, pedestrian signal improvements, 
and various pavement markings, including 
the previously mentioned green bike lane 
paint, which are expected to be completed 
this upcoming spring. Cold weather pro-
hibits completing certain work during the 
winter season.

“At this stage, the city does not plan to 
reconstruct the cycle track’s entrance, Al-
akel said. “However, as always, city staff 
will monitor all newly implemented street-
scapes to ensure the changes are delivering 
a safer, more comfortable experience for 
everyone traveling along the street.”

Roberto Fischer, a parent that helped 
start the Argenziano bike bus, said he and 
other parents are disappointed in the im-
plementation of the bike lane.

“The entrance to the bike lane is outright 
dangerous,” Fischer said. “It is urgently in 
need of rectification.”

The bike bus is for kids and parents 
who ride their bicycles to school on Friday 
mornings. This was started in Somerville 
a couple years ago, Fischer explained. The 
kids and parents depart at 7:55 a.m. and 

ride to school. Two of the routes, which 
lead to the Albert F. Argenziano School 
(PK-8), pass through the entry at Wash-
ington Street.

Fischer says that in its current form, 
there is no way to retain the separation 
from vehicles as bicyclists enter onto 
Washington Street. 

“They are essentially making you exit 
the bike lane to be able to re-enter the bike 
lane, which puts you in front of a car be-
fore you are able to go back into the bike 
lane,” he said.

Merging into the road before re-enter-
ing the bike lane is dangerous for bicy-
clists, which is why Fischer and others are 
asking for the entryway at the intersection 
to be changed.

“You are forced to do this nonsensical 
zigzag,” he says.

Fischer says the sidewalk is well-sized, 
so there is a reasonable amount of space to 
spare for the bike lane.

The original Western Washington 
Street Mobility Improvements project 100 
percent design protected bicyclists all the 
way to the intersection, Fisher explained. 
But the revision that Councilor Scott 
spoke about at the City Council meeting 
changed the entryway.

Fischer explained that in Union Square 
there are a mix of different design patterns 
for bicyclists, which can be confusing.

There is a bike box designated at the 
head of the traffic lane at the signalized 
intersection of Somerville Avenue and 
Washington Street, allowing for vehicu-
lar cycling. 

“They are mixing different types of de-
signs and I think that is part of the prob-
lem,” Fischer said. “You have two different 
design principles that are in conflict with 
each other.”

The protected bike lanes keep the bi-
cyclists separated from the vehicles, and 
Fisher says that would be safer.

New westbound cycle track entry on Washington St. concerns bicyclists   
CONT. FROM PG 1

force during her time in Somerville, hav-
ing even left her mark in cities such as 
Cambridge, home to her favorite ramen 
shop, and Marblehead, home to Marble-
head High School’s Magicians. When 
Crystal isn’t commissioning a painting, 
you can find her busy working at or 
painting the walls of Davis Square Do-
nuts and Bagels while consulting about 
her future visions with her close friend, 
George.

Crystal is forthcoming with some of 
the challenges with her craft. She’s quick 
to discuss that her love for painting can 
cloud her judgment long enough to keep 
her preoccupied while constantly striv-
ing to achieve the intended goal for the 
client. She shares with us that her son 
helps to remind her of her worth and 
what her passion means to others, espe-
cially when it’s hard to meet herself in 
the middle of the road when projects 

pique her artful curiosity more than 
they’re intended to. It’s not easy when 
your income relies on your skill.

Crystal makes the life of an artist seem 
effortless, even when it’s difficult to let the 
small things go. Her work ranges from 
interior designs, like smaller-scale home 
improvement projects and welcoming 
nurseries for expecting families, and larg-
er-scale projects, such as exterior work 
alike to Marblehead’s school mascot and 

Trum Field’s beloved tree.
A hard-working mother who strives 

constantly to meet customer expectations 
while perfecting the work/life balance in a 
saturated market, her humble nature and 
selfless acts make this artist unique among 
the crowd. When she isn’t working, time 
spent with her fourteen-year-old son, 
Hatcher, is her favorite. You can browse 
more of Crystal’s projects via her website: 
grayskydesigns.com.

A new look for mural on Trum Field playground   CONT. FROM PG 1

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1



JANUARY 8, 2025••5



6••JANUARY 8, 2025

Beacon Hill Roll Call
Volume 50 - Report No. 1 • December 30, 2024 - January 3, 2025 • Copyright © 2025 Beacon Hill Roll Call. All Rights Reserved. By Bob Katzen

Beacon Hill Roll Call can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

With today’s edition, The Somerville Times begins cover-
age of the 2025-2026 Massachusetts legislative session 
with our weekly Beacon Hill Roll Call report. This feature 
is a clear and concise compilation of the voting records of 
local state representatives and senators.

Beacon Hill Roll Call provides an unbiased summary of 
bills and amendments, arguments from floor debate on 
both sides of the issue and each legislator’s vote or lack 
of vote on the matter. This information gives readers an 
opportunity to monitor their elected officials’ actions on 
Beacon Hill. Many bills are reported on in their early stag-
es, giving readers the opportunity to contact their legisla-
tors and express an opinion prior to the measure being 
brought up for final action.

The feature “Also Up on Beacon Hill” informs readers of 
other important matters at the Statehouse.
 
Beacon Hill Roll Call Call is written and provided by 
Bob Katzen, a former Boston radio talk show host at 
WRKO, WITS and WMRE. Bob has been providing 
this feature to hundreds of newspapers across the Bay 
State since 1975.

Fun fact: Bob invented the “Bagel Route” when he was 10 
years old. It’s like a paper route but Bob took pre-orders 
from neighbors and delivered bagels every Sunday morn-
ing.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE: Last week was full of 
activity on Beacon Hill. The Legislature approved and 
sent to Gov. Maura Healey several bills passed on voice 
votes, without roll calls, prior to the end of the 2023-2024 
session on Wednesday, January 1.
 
The Legislature also convened the 2025-2026 session that 
same day. Much of the day’s activities were ceremonial in-
cluding the swearing-in of state senators and represen-
tatives. The only roll call votes were on the election of a 
speaker of the House and Senate president.

REP. RON MARIANO RE-ELECTED SPEAKER
The House re-elected Rep. Ron Mariano (D-Quincy) 
as speaker of the House and Rep. Brad Jones (R-North 
Reading) as Republican minority leader.

Mariano received the votes of all 132 Democrats who vot-
ed. Jones fended off a challenge from Rep. Marc Lombar-
do (R-Billerica) for the GOP top spot. Jones received 21 
votes to Lombardo’s four votes.

“Just as the Legislature acted to protect our residents 
during the first Trump administration, it will once again 

be our responsibility to step up when we can in the face 
of federal management changes and decreased federal 
support,” Mariano said. “It will be imperative that we rise 
above the infighting and partisan politics that continue to 
plague Congress, a goal that I know Gov. Healey and Sen-
ate President Spilka remain committed to.”

“I am truly grateful for the overwhelming vote of confi-
dence and support I received from my colleagues this 
morning,” said Jones. “They were able to see through the 
divisive rhetoric and meaningless noise generated by out-
side special interests, extremist groups and others leading 
up to today’s vote. As we begin a new legislative session, I 
am honored to have the opportunity to continue to lead 
the House Republican Caucus over the next two years 
and will continue to work alongside my colleagues to ad-
vocate for responsible policies that are in the best interests 
of our cities and towns and the state’s taxpayers.”

“Today wasn’t a loss,” said Lombardo. “Today was the 
culmination of starting a conversation within the caucus 
and with the voters of the commonwealth about how they 
want the Republican Party of Massachusetts to operate, 
how they want the House caucus to operate. They want 
transparency, they want a strong Republican voice, and we 
haven’t had that.”

	 Rep. Christine Barber	 Voted for Mariano
	 Rep. Mike Connolly	 Voted for Mariano
	 Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven	 Voted for Mariano

SEN. KAREN SPILKA RE-ELECTED SENATE 
PRESIDENT
The Senate re-elected Sen. Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) as 
Senate president and Sen. Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester) as 
Republican Minority Leader.

Spilka received the votes of 34 of the Senate’s 35 Demo-
crats while all five Republicans voted for Tarr. Sen. John 
Keenan (D-Quincy) voted “present.”

“What an exciting day to kick off 2025,” posted Spilka 
on Facebook. “Today I had the distinct honor of being 
sworn in as the Senator representing Middlesex and Nor-
folk and re-elected President of the Massachusetts Sen-
ate. The privilege and responsibility to serve the Senate 
and our commonwealth is not one I take lightly. I’m so 
thankful for my family who was able to be here today and 
those supporting me from afar. I’m forever grateful to my 
colleagues in the Senate and look forward to all we will 
tackle together in this coming year as we fight like hell for 
the great people of our commonwealth.”

Sen. Tarr posted on Facebook, “Thank you [Senate Pres-

ident Spilka] for your partnership and friendship as we 
continue to work together to defy the ongoing and dis-
turbing trends of division and paralysis that are plagu-
ing other legislative bodies, even as we face challenges, 
circumstances, and situations that demand the very best 
each of us has to offer on behalf of those we represent.”

“I voted ‘present’ today in the roll call for the election of 
a Senate President because changes are needed,” Keenan 
posted on X. “We have had significantly fewer roll calls, 
routinely missed deadlines, failed to adopt joint rules, 
waived rules, passed bills beyond the end of formal ses-
sions with limited opportunities for members to partici-
pate fully, and have often been at odds with our partners 
in the House of Representatives.”

Keenan continued, “We have been less transparent and 
less connected with what the residents of the common-
wealth rightly demand and deserve from the Massachu-
setts State Senate.”

	 Sen. Patricia Jehlen	 Voted for Spilka

ALSO UP ON BEACON HILL

$8,391 PAY HIKE FOR EACH OF THE 40 SENA-
TORS AND 160 REPRESENTATIVES – A total of 
$1.67 million per year is the annual estimated price tag for 
the base salary hikes given last week to each of the state’s 
40 senators and 160 representatives.

Gov. Maura Healey announced that the 200 members of 
the Legislature will receive an 11.39 percent hike in their 
base pay for the 2025-2026 legislative session that began 
January 1. The hike will increase the base salary of each 
senator and representative by $8,391 per year— from the 
current $73,655 to $82,046.

Healey is required under the state constitution to de-
termine the amount of a pay raise or cut that state leg-
islators would receive for the 2025-2026 session. All 
Massachusetts governors are obligated to increase or 
decrease legislative salaries biennially under the terms 
of a constitutional amendment approved by the voters 
in 1998. The amendment, approved by a better than 
two-to-one margin, requires legislative salaries to be 
“increased or decreased at the same rate as increases 
or decreases in the median household income for the 
commonwealth for the preceding two-year period, as 
ascertained by the governor.”

Healey said she used the U.S. Census Bureau’s American 
Community Survey to determine that median household 
income for Massachusetts for the 2023- Continued on page 16
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COMMENTARY

great day. To all the others we may have 
missed, we sincerely wish them the very 
best of birthdays.

****************************
Join the Athletics Department in honor-
ing the first inductee, Jerry Knight, into 
the Somerville High School Athletics 
Ring of Honor. He was chosen for his 
amazing contributions to the Somerville 
High School athletic community. Jerry 
was a standout student athlete who ran 
track and played basketball for Somerville 
High School until graduating in 1961. He 
coached at SHS, then served as Athletic 
Director until he retired in 2005. Come 
to the ceremony on Friday, January 10, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Somerville High School 
Brune Field House.

****************************
Join the city for an informative Tax 
Preparation Seminar designed to help 
individuals and small businesses navigate 
the complexities of tax season. Led by ex-
perienced tax professionals, this seminar 
will cover essential topics such as tax de-
ductions, credits, filing requirements, and 
strategies to minimize your tax liability. 
Whether you are filing for the first time 
or looking to improve your tax prepara-
tion skills, this session will provide valu-
able insights to ensure you stay compliant 
and maximize your returns. Saturday, 

January 11, 10 a.m. 12 p.m., 42 Cross St., 
Somerville.

****************************
Riverside Early Head Start is host-
ing a free community baby shower on 
Wednesday, January 15, at 474 Broad-
way, Somerville, from 4 to 6 p.m. Preg-
nant women and parents with infants up 
to three months old are invited to this 
unique event where they can form con-
nections with other parents and com-
munity service agencies. Attendees will 
receive important resources, enjoy snacks, 
develop new parenting skills, and cele-
brate this transformative time in their 
lives. Everyone at the baby shower will 

leave with a goodie bag designed to sup-
port newborns. Call 781-516-2922 or 
text “SHOWER” to register today.

****************************
Vernon Street Studios 50th Anniver-
sary retrospective exhibit has opened at 
the Nave Gallery. This exhibit features 
over 50 artists. Celebrate artist both past 
and present. Exhibit open Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 – 5 p.m. Closes January 9, 6 
– 8 p.m. Nave Gallery, 155 Powerhouse 
Blvd., Somerville.

****************************
The community is invited to see the cre-
ativity and holiday spirit of their neigh-
bors by embarking on a

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 2

Our View Of The Times
As we get into the snowy months of winter 
it’s good for all of us to make sure we un-
derstand what the odd-even rules are and 
where we stand this season.

Here is a reminder of what the city’s 
snow parking rules and guidelines are for 
the 24/25 winter season:

During snow emergencies this winter, 
residents must park on the EVEN side of 
the road only, unless otherwise posted. 

Once a snow emergency has been de-
clared, residents have four hours to move 
vehicles to the correct side of the street, or 
into a designated municipal parking lot.

Vehicles not moved during this window 
of time may be ticketed ($100 fine) and 
towed ($100 fine assessed by the tow com-
pany for the tow).

Vehicles parked within 20 feet of any in-
tersection may be ticketed and towed.

For a list of designated municipal park-
ing lots available for snow emergency 
parking, visit www.somervillema.gov/
snow. Residents are encouraged to sign up 
for phone, email, and text alerts by visiting 
www.somervillema.gov/alerts.

Also, parking is no longer allowed in 
school parking lots during snow emer-
gencies. Four hours after a snow emer-
gency is called, gates to school parking 

lots will be closed and locked until the 
emergency is lifted.

More info can be found online at www.
somervillema.gov/snow, or download the 
city’s 311 app in iTunes or Google Play, by 
searching “311Somerville.”

Be safe and be legal. If we all cooperate 
and keep these simple rules and guidelines 
in mind, we can get through the season 
unscathed and happy.

Continued on page 21
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FUN & GAMES

Ms. Cam’s

#956Olio - (noun) A miscella-
neous mixture, hodgepodge

1. Who was the first 
President of the U.S. to 
install solar panels on 
the roof of the White 
House?

2. What was Jimmy 
Carter’s nickname?

3. Which award did 
Jimmy Carter receive 
for his efforts in pro-
moting peace and 
human rights?

4. In what year did 
Jimmy Carter create the 
Department of Educa-
tion?

5. Which 70s accessory 
changes colors based on 
your vibes?

6. What was the name 
of Johnny Cash’s band?

7. What sport did Tim 
McGraw get a college 
scholarship for?

8. Which two weather 
conditions are needed 
to form a rainbow?

9. What was the first 
video ever uploaded to 
YouTube?

10. Which detective 
TV show featured 
Cybill Shepherd and 
Bruce Willis?

11. What musician 
wrote Like A Rolling 
Stone?

12. At which festival 
did Bob Dylan play an 
electric guitar for the 
first time on stage?

Answers on page 14

Soulution to last week's crossword puzzle:

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

SYNONYMS

ACROSS

1. Larger-than-life

5. Capone’s family

8. Wild swine

12. “You’re not allowed,” to a baby

13. Deal with it

14. Cunningly

15. Shower with affection

16. Allege

17. City in Belgium

18. Snow Day exercise?

20. Poet Pound

21. Ovine sign of the zodiac

22. Tasseled hat

23. All together (2 words)

26. Military College of South Carolina, with 

The

30. For every

31. a.k.a. association football

34. All-day Snow Day garb?

35. Delete

37. Crude fuel

38. Read-only disc

39. Good’s counterpart

40. Popular flowering shrub

42. Female ancestor

43. Two heads are better than one, e.g.

45. Bering Strait state

47. Rudolph’s Clarice, e.g.

48. Like thick smoke

50. Fountain option

52. No two are alike, sing.

56. Surround (2 words)

57. Tangerine plus grapefruit

58. Like a river, with over

59. #51 Down, pl.

60. Heidi’s “Magic Wooden Shoe”

61. Olufsen’s partner

62. Sound of a bell

63. Not him

64. Surfer’s stop

DOWN

1. Odds’ partners

2. Tubby little cubby

3. “He’s Just Not That ____ You”

4. Of the same period

5. *Popular Snow Day pastime

6. Some tournaments

7. Zugspitze, e.g.

8. Severe weather

9. Deed hearing

10. Algae, sing.

11. Marble bread

13. ____ Jack, English pirate

14. As opposed to rain

19. Irregular

22. Type of conifer

23. Musketeers’ swords

24. High-strung

25. Cerebellum location

26. Unit of life

27. Students’ dwellings

28. Snow Day reading choice

29. Helping theorem

32. Like soft pj’s

33. Intelligence org.

36. Slope fun

38. Shorter than California

40. Number of years

41. No, it doesn’t crawl in one’s ear

44. Horse of certain color, pl.

46. Spontaneous additions

48. Obtuse one

49. Tom Cruise’s “The ____ of Money”

50. Highway hauler

51. Bad sign

52. Of a particular kind

53. Smoothie berry

54. Superman’s last name

55. Part of a seat

56. Like chocolate on a Snow Day

Solution in the next edition of The Somerville Times.

The Somerville Times Useless Facts of the Week

1. People used to answer the phone by saying “ahoy”.
2. The number of dimples on a regulation golf ball is 336.
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Florence E. (Kennedy)  McWat-
ters, a lifelong resident of Somer-

ville for over 88 years, passed 
away peacefully on Dec 29, 2024, 
in the beautiful surroundings of 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine. Born 
and raised in Somerville she was 
the daughter of late Florence 
(Graham) Kennedy and John E. 
Kennedy both of Somerville. 

Florence was the loving 
mother to Robert McWatters 
of Somerville, Carolyn (Sissy) 
Ankenbauer and her husband 
Robert Ankenbauer of Billerica, 
Kevin McWatters and his wife 

Karen of Somerville , Marylynn 
O’Malley and her husband Tim 
of Booth Bay, ME and lastly her 
loving cat named, Eve

She was the former wife of 
Robert (Bucky) McWatters.

Florence was the sister to the 
late John Kennedy of Quin-
cy and his wife Elizabeth and 
Margaret (Honey) Kennedy of 
Medford. She was the beloved 
Grandma to Bobby, Shawn, 
Kevin, Jacqueline and Bobby 
and the great Grandma to Colin, 

Maddie, Landon, Angelo, Gavin 
and Anthony. She loved her 
many nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

Florence held several occupa-
tions over her lifetime, first at 
New England Bell company in 
Boston, the Somerville Public 
Schools in the luncheon pro-
grams and then at Somerville 
Hospital as a switchboard op-
erator and patient information 
desk. During her retirement 
days she proudly helped others 

in recovery programs. Above 
all, Florence was devoted to her 
family and had a deep love for 
her Heavenly Father and she 
spread the good news anyway 
she could.

In keeping with Florence’s 
wishes, funeral services and 
burial at Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Malden will be held privately.

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Florence’s memory can be made 
to Samaritan’s Purse at www.sa-
maritanspurse.org.

OBITUARY

Florence E. (Kennedy) McWatters

Yego Coffee
How quickly a year has gone by! A tru-
ly much needed addition to the neigh-
borhood, this family-owned coffee 
shop offers a variety of specialty coffee 
drinks like, latte’s, cappuccino’s, mac-
chiato’s, cold brew, and pour overs.

If you’re wanting a light bite to eat 
with your rich, full-bodied coffee, they 
have a few different types of French 
pastries, both sweet and savory. For 
those who prefer tea, you can enjoy a 
great cup of matcha. Kids snacks and a 
refrigerator full of a variety of refresh-
ments are also available. 

This family-owned company by Fa-
tuma and Francois is quite a remark-
able story originating in Rwanda, stem-

ming from Francois’s father’s working 
on coffee bean farms for many years. 
Please visit yegocoffee.com for the full 
story. Whole bean or ground coffee can 
be purchased to go.

Be sure to follow Yego on Facebook 
and Instagram for special announce-
ments. Until then, go visit, stay a while, 
and enjoy the coffee.

Yego Coffee
1212 Broadway (Teele Square)
Somerville, MA 02144
857-266-0977
Open every day from 7:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. 
_______________________________

Visit Dorothy’s website at http://ddimar-
zo2002.wix.com/thymethief.

Dorothy’s Corner B Y  D O R OT H Y  D I M A R Z O

2025 Overnight Warming Center now open
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, together with the Somerville Office of Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS), opened the 2025 Overnight Warming Center to support adults experiencing 
homelessness.  Clients are accessing hot meals, safe sleeping spaces, and essential services, 
ensuring they receive the care and support they need.The Warming Center will operate sev-
en nights a week from 5 p.m. - 8 a.m. at the Cummings School (42 Prescott St.). The center 
will remain open through Sunday, April 13, 2025. 

Community members interested in supporting the warming center can donate supplies. The 
center is currently in need of unused socks and cold-weather treats such as hot chocolate, 
assorted chocolates, and packaged cookies. To learn more, please email warmingcenter@
somervillema.gov The warming center is only available to adults experiencing homelessness. 

Families or individuals with children seeking shelter should contact the Somerville Office 
of Housing Stability at 617-625-6600, Ext. 2581, for referrals to family-specific resources 
and shelters.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

Notice of Intent
The following vehicles will be sold

Pursuit to M.G.L. 255 S.39A

2010 Mercedes Benz Vin# WDDGF8BB4AR131753
2008 Honda Fit Vin# JHMGD38618S050711

2004 Toyota Camry Vin# 4T1BE32K04U289319
2012 Mercedes Benz Vin# WDDGF8BB0CR199020

2012 Kia Optima Vin# KNAGM4A70C5282862
To satisfy the debt owed to

Cityside Enterprises Inc.
617-776-6111

12/18/24, 1/1/25, 1/8/25 The Somerville Times

TO PLACE LEGAL ADVERTISMENTS IN

THE SOMERVILLE TIMES,

CONTACT US BY 12 PM MONDAY • PHONE: 857-488-5138

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB #25-39

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 
Services Department, Invites Sealed Bids For:

Elevator Cylinder Replacement

A bid package may be obtained online at 
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/procurement-and-contracting-services
or from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress page at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
January 8th, 2025. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS De-
partment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 
or via Bid Express until: 1PM, Monday, February 3rd, 2025. The Chief 
Procurement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

Please email Sonia Castro scastro@somervillema.gov for more infor-
mation.

Sonia Castro
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407

1/8/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE PROCUREMENT AND
CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Request for Quotes
RFQ 2025-13

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 
Services Department, Invites Sealed Bids For:

Masonry Repair

A bid package may be obtained online at:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/procurement-and-contracting-services
or from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress page at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
January 8th, 2025. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS De-
partment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 
or via Bid Express until: 2pm, Tuesday, February 4th, 2025. The Chief 
Procurement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

Prevailing wage rates apply.
5% bid deposit required.
Mandatory Site Visit, see bid package for details.

Please email Sonia Castro scastro@somervillema.gov for more infor-
mation.

Sonia Castro
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407

1/8/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE PROCUREMENT AND
CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Request for Quotes
IFB 25-34

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 
Services Department, Invites Sealed Bids For:

Pool Maintenance and Repairs

A bid package may be obtained online at:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/procurement-and-contracting-services
or from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress page at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
January 8th, 2025. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS De-
partment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 
or via Bid Express until: 1pm, Thursday, Janruary 30th, 2025. The Chief 
Procurement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

Prevailing wage rates apply.
5% bid deposit required.
Mandatory Site Visit, see bid package for details.

Please email Sonia Castro scastro@somervillema.gov for more infor-
mation.

Sonia Castro
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407

1/8/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
LICENSING COMMISSION

There will be a Public Hearing before the Licensing Commission on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 6:00 PM, on the following Application(s):
Application of Transfer of All Forms Alcohol License, Common Victualer, 
Entertainment by Devices, Performers, and Patrons for CSB Theatres 
Inc d/b/a Somerville Theatre at 49 Davis Square.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting may be conduct-
ed via remote participation, online in a webinar hosted on the Zoom 
platform.

You have three ways to be heard at this meeting:

	 1.	 In person in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor City Hall, 93 
		  Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143.
	 2.	 Virtually through the Zoom platform.  Enter this link exactly as it 
		  appears into your internet browser anytime before the meeting: 
		  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RJ1WhKxeTmCXliSeGcR4yw
		  You can also find this link on the city website’s calendar. You 
		  will then be asked to register, and after registering, you will 
		  receive an email with instructions to join the webinar.
	 3.	 If you are unable to attend but wish to be heard, you may send 
		  written comments by US mail to the Executive Secretary at 93 
		  Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143, or by email to 
		  licensing@somervillema.gov. Your comments must arrive no 
		  later than 12 Noon on the day of the Hearing, in order to be sure 
		  they are conveyed to the Commission.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

ANDREA R. TORRES, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
LICENSING@SOMERVILLEMA.GOV

1/8/25 The Somerville Times

CITY OF SOMERVILLE
LICENSING COMMISSION

There will be a Public Hearing before the Licensing Commission on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 6:00 PM, on the following Application(s):
Application of Transfer of All Forms Alcohol License, Common Victualer, 
Entertainment by Devices, and Sunday Hours for Stainless Teele Inc 
d/b/a The Hollows at 248 Holland Street.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting may be conduct-
ed via remote participation, online in a webinar hosted on the Zoom 
platform.

You have three ways to be heard at this meeting:

	 1.	 In person in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor City Hall, 93 
		  Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143.
	 2.	 Virtually through the Zoom platform.  Enter this link exactly as it 
		  appears into your internet browser anytime before the meeting: 
		  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RJ1WhKxeTmCXliSeGcR4yw
		  You can also find this link on the city website’s calendar. You 
		  will then be asked to register, and after registering, you will 
		  receive an email with instructions to join the webinar.
	 3.	 If you are unable to attend but wish to be heard, you may send 
		  written comments by US mail to the Executive Secretary at 93 
		  Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143, or by email to 
		  licensing@somervillema.gov. Your comments must arrive no 
		  later than 12 Noon on the day of the Hearing, in order to be sure 
		  they are conveyed to the Commission.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

ANDREA R. TORRES, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
LICENSING@SOMERVILLEMA.GOV
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE
LICENSING COMMISSION

There will be a Public Hearing before the Licensing Commission on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 6:00 PM, on the following Application(s):
Application of Wine and Malt with Cordials and Liqueurs License, Com-
mon Victualer, and Entertainment by Devices for Kush By Saba d/b/a 
Kush Modern Mediterranean at 5 Sanborn Court.

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, this meeting may be conduct-
ed via remote participation, online in a webinar hosted on the Zoom 
platform.

You have three ways to be heard at this meeting:

	 1.	 In person in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor City Hall, 93 
		  Highland Avenue, Somerville MA 02143.
	 2.	 Virtually through the Zoom platform.  Enter this link exactly as it 
		  appears into your internet browser anytime before the meeting: 
		  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RJ1WhKxeTmCXliSeGcR4yw
		  You can also find this link on the city website’s calendar. You 
		  will then be asked to register, and after registering, you will 
		  receive an email with instructions to join the webinar.
	 3.	 If you are unable to attend but wish to be heard, you may send 
		  written comments by US mail to the Executive Secretary at 93 
		  Highland Ave., Somerville, MA 02143, or by email to 
		  licensing@somervillema.gov. Your comments must arrive no 
		  later than 12 Noon on the day of the Hearing, in order to be sure 
		  they are conveyed to the Commission.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AND BE HEARD.

ANDREA R. TORRES, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
LICENSING@SOMERVILLEMA.GOV

1/8/25 The Somerville Times



LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notices can also be viewed on our
website at www.thesomervilletimes.com

JANUARY 8, 2025••11

CITY OF SOMERVILLE PROCUREMENT AND
CONTRACTING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Request for Quotes
RFQ 2025-14

The City of Somerville, through the Procurement and Contracting 
Services Department, Invites Sealed Bids For:

On-call repair service for Public Address Systems

A bid package may be obtained online at:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/finance/procurement-and-contracting-services
or from the City of Somerville’s BidExpress page at 
http://www.somervillema.gov/BidExpress on or after: Wednesday, 
January 8th, 2025. Sealed responses will be received at the PCS De-
partment, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Ave., Somerville, MA, 02143 
or via Bid Express until: 1pm, Monday, January 27th, 2025. The Chief 
Procurement Officer reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if, 
in her sole judgment, the best interest of the City of Somerville would be 
served by so doing.

Please email Sonia Castro scastro@somervillema.gov for more infor-
mation.

Sonia Castro
Procurement Manager

617-625-6600 x3407

1/8/25 The Somerville Times

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS
OF

WINTER HILL BANK, FSB

	 Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Members of the 
Winter Hill Bank, FSB will be held at its office located at 337 Broadway, 
Somerville, Massachusetts, on the 15th day of January, 2025 at the hour of 
2:00 P.M. of said day.  The business to be taken up at said Annual Meeting 
shall be;
	 (1)	Considering and voting upon approval of the minutes of the last 
		  members’ meeting;
	 (2)	Considering and voting upon reports of Officers and Committees of 
		  the Bank;
	 (3)	Considering and acting upon ratifications of the acts of the Directors 
		  and Officers of the Bank;
	 (4)	Election of Directors to fill the offices of the terms of which are then 
		  expiring; and
	 (5)	New business.
Dated this 31st day of December, 2024 at Somerville, Massachusetts.

Per Order of the Board of Directors

Marie A. Danieli
Corporate Secretary

1/1/25, 1/8/25 The Somerville Times

James Earl Carter Jr.
(October 1, 1924 – December 29, 2024)
39th U.S. President of the United States

City of Somerville held their Mid-Term 
Ceremonies and Addresses

The City of Somerville held their Mid-Term Ceremonies and Addresses on Monday January 6,2025 in the  City 
Council Chamber featuring Mayor Katjana Ballantyne, the incoming City Council President, and the incoming 
Chairperson of the Somerville School Committee. Mayor Ballantyne delivered her Mayoral Mid-Term State of 
the City Address, reflecting on her second term, recent community initiatives, and plans for the year ahead. The 
incoming leaders of the City Council and School Committee also shared their priorities. This the first time in 
Somerville’s history that the Mayor, City Council President and Chairperson of the Somerville School Com-
mittee are all women. The full ceremony can be found here https://www.youtube.com/user/SomervilleCityTV.

— Photos courtesy of Somerville GovTV
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Enrollment for prekindergarten and kindergarten 
for 2025-2026 school year now open

The Somerville Public Schools’ (SPS) annual school enroll-
ment period for prekindergarten and kindergarten students 
opened on January 3, 2025, and SPS staff are ready to 
support families through the process of enrolling their stu-
dent(s). All students who will be 4 years old by August 31, 
2025 are eligible for the district’s PK program. All students 
who will be 5 years old by August 31, 2025 are eligible for 
kindergarten. 189 Somerville families enrolled a student on 
the first weekend of the enrollment period.

SPS PK & K Enrollment Process
Parents and guardians can access the online SPS enrollment 
portal through the Enrollment Office website, www.somer-
ville.k12.ma.us/enrollment. 

• Prekindergarten families who complete enrollment by 
February 21, 2025 will be assigned a school, based on an 
open lottery system.
• Kindergarten families who enroll by February 21, 
2025 will be eligible for the first round of school 
assignments through a lottery system based on Somer-
ville School Committee policy, which prioritizes sibling 
preference and proximity (school to which your address 
is connected). 
• Families who enroll after February 21, 2025 will be assigned a school based on seat availability. 

Registration Help for Families
Families who could benefit from interpretation or technology access are encouraged to contact the multilingual Enrollment Office team. The team is available to answer 
questions and support families during business hours at Central Administration. Appointments are preferred.

Make an appointment with the Enrollment Office by emailing enrollment@k12.somerville.ma.us or calling 617-629-5670. The Enrollment Office is located at 167 Holland 
Street, third floor.

Enrollment Office hours: 

• Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• Tuesdays from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
• Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• The Enrollment Office is closed from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays and 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Fridays

Information about the Enrollment Process and Our Schools
Prior to the annual enrollment period, the SPS Enrollment Office hosts information sessions and Open Houses for all prospective students and families. In December, 
2024 and January 2025, over 300 community members attended Open Houses. Families can find enrollment and school information on the SPS website.

• A full list of schools and locations is available at www.somerville.k12.ma.us/schools. 
• Find your child’s neighborhood school (proximity school) by address on www.somerville.k12.ma.us/openhouses.  
• Families with questions about specific schools may contact the school’s main office to speak with a staff member.
Also in Fall 2024, SPS held three information sessions to familiarize families with school enrollment. You can review information from these sessions at the links below. 
• Prekindergarten Information Session Recording 
• Kindergarten Information Session Recording 

Community Schools/Afterschool Registration
IMPORTANT: Families who are interested in enrolling their students in the Community Schools Afterschool program will need to register through a separate registration 
system. The Community Schools portal will be open for Somerville Public Schools students, as follows:

• Prekindergarten and Kindergarten Afterschool Registration: March 18 – 28, 2025
• Community Schools registration for returning students in grades 1 and up will also open on March 18, 2025.

Community School afterschool seats are assigned based on availability at sites and through a weighted enrollment system. For more information, visit https://somerville.
k12.ma.us/afterschool. 

Community Schools Afterschool is only one option available to families in Somerville. For other available afterschool programs please visit Somerville Hub Connect web-
site, updated by the City’s SomerPromise Department.
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FY2025 Property Taxes adjustment
released with increases

By Jeffrey Shwom

Further revelations include parcel counts re-
maining flat (especially multi-unit housing), 
high school bond servicing continuing, and a 
slow-down in new growth.

Another year, another expected increase in 
property taxes for thousands of properties 
within Somerville. 18,893 parcels have be-
gun receiving the new FY2025 assessment 
and tax rates and a joint pamphlet mailed 
by the City of Somerville’s Board of Asses-
sors and Mayor’s Office to property own-
ers December 31, 2024.

Residential properties will see a 3.7% in-
crease year over year and commercial 4.0%. 
Property values, on average, have also gone 
up, with a 3.8% average increase in Resi-
dential Property valuation and 6.5% Com-
mercial Property valuation. As an example, 
a condominium assessed at $700,000 last 
year may be valued at $726,600 this year 
and see an average of $290 increase in 
property taxes. The overall city tax levy is 
$265 million, an increase from $245 mil-
lion [1] in FY2024.

Somerville’s Residential FY2025 tax 
rate is $10.91 per thousand dollars of 
property value and Commercial is $18.92, 
up from $10.52 and $18.20, respectively.

Property taxes in the city are allowed to 
go up by more than 2.5% for two reasons: 
improvements (like renovations) or inspec-
tion adjustments considered “new growth” 
and the Proposition 2 ½ override in place 
currently. In November 2016, three quar-
ters of Somerville voters voted to allow the 
City “to exempt from the Proposition 2 ½ 
property tax limit the amounts required to 
pay for the bonds issues for the new state-
of-the-art Somerville High School.”

From the Somerville High School Build-
ing Project’s website [2], “debt exclusion 
exempts the annual debt service to pay the 
$130.3 million in bonds” between 2018 
and 2054, with peak payments in 2027. 
Debt service in FY2025 is $6,625,681.

Back to the new growth conversation, 
in FY2025, which runs from July 1, 2024 
through June 30, 2025, the city reports 
only $14.1 million in new growth citywide 
after FY2024’s top historic tax levy growth 
of $17.7 million and previous couple of 
years growth. “The new growth slowdown 
is caused by a reduction of demand for Lab 
space in the Greater Boston Area.” 

An example of this is how develop-
er Copper Mill, which owns land from 
the Burren to Drago Pizza, announced 
during an October 30, 2024 communi-
ty meeting their new plan to build hun-
dreds of residential units instead of a 
four-story lab and office space. With this 
in mind, the Administration’s long-term 
strategy is “to promote new commercial 
growth/development goals to reduce 
residential tax liability and bring other 
community benefits.”

Within the Chief Assessor’s FY2025 
Classification Hearing Report [3], re-
leased November 26, 2024, “The FY 
2026 new growth estimate has been re-
duced to $9 million due to (the) falling 
life science market.” Other notable sta-
tistics from the report:

• Total parcel counts citywide were 
mostly flat year over year, seeing only a 
0.97% increase in properties (from 18,711 
in FY2024 to 18,893 in FY2025).

• Of this parcel count, Somerville add-
ed 109 single-family parcels and 198 res-
idential condo units (including 64 conver-
sions), but showed 54 fewer two-family 

properties and 12 fewer three-family prop-
erties. Buildings with four plus apartments 
stayed flat.

• 81% of properties in Somerville are 
residential. However, in terms of the over-
all tax levy, 67% will be supported through 
the residential tax rate and 26% through 
commercial tax rate.

• Of the top five FY2025 new growth 
projects, three of them are lab and life sci-
ence spaces, with estimated $4,084,774 
(29%) in estimated taxes projected for this 
fiscal year.

In FY2025, the City does remind prop-
erty owners of exemptions and options 
to either reduce or defer tax payments, 
including up to $4,300 in residential tax 
exemption savings, the highest in Mas-
sachusetts. Residential tax exemption 
could positively impact folks that owned 
and occupied their Somerville home as 
their primary residence on January 1, 
2024.

Other exemptions include those for the 

elderly, Veterans and the Blind, as well as 
those experiencing hardship. The dead-
line to file for Residential or/and other 
Statutory Exemptions is Tuesday, April 
1 at 4:30 p.m. Folks can visit the City of 
Somerville’s Assessor’s website [4], call 
617-625-6600 ext. 3100 or email assess-
ing@somervillema.gov. Appeals of prop-
erty tax increases must be made by Mon-
day, February 3, 2025.

Links:
[1] chrome-extension://efaidnbmnn-
nibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://s3.ama-
zonaws.com/somervillema-live/s3fs-pub-
lic/FY24-classification-hearing.pdf
[2] https://www.shsproject.org/funding.
html
[3] chrome-extension://efaidnbmnn-
nibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://s3.ama-
zonaws.com/somervillema-live/s3fs-pub-
lic/fy25-classification-hearing.pdf
[4] https://www.somervillema.gov/de-
partments/finance/assessing

Rudy’s Cafe to close permanently on January 19
Owners of Rudy’s Cafe announced they will be closing with the following message on their facebook page:

Hey all,

It is with great sadness we announce that unfortunately Rudy’s will be closing permanently on Sunday 1/19. We greatly appreciate all 
your smiling faces and our wonderful regulars over the 40+ years, and we hope to see many of you in the coming weeks!
Please keep in mind we are understaffed and low on inventory, please be patient with us as we are also sorry you may not be able to enjoy 
some of your favorites one last time!
Also, we ask to please be respectful of the “Rudy’s memorabilia” (cacti, artwork, menus etc.) we are planning an auction to benefit our 
incredible kitchen staff as they also look to start a new chapter.
More details to come.

Rudy’s Cafe
248 Holland St., Somerville
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place your classified ad today – only $1 per word! E-mail: ads@thesomervilletimes.com

AUTOS WANTED

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled-it doesn't 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-866-258-6720

FINANCIAL

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free Consultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 855-428-7954

FOR RENT

Apartment for rent: Somerville, 1 
bedroom available 7/1/2024. W/W, 
EIK. $1500./month. Call Jim,617-429-
0947

Warm Weather Is Year Round In Aru-
ba. The water is safe, and the dining 
is fantastic. Walk out to the beach. 
3-Bedroom weeks available. Sleeps 
8. Email: carolaction@aol.com for 
more information.

FOR SALE

YOU'LL WANT TO USE THIS TIME-
SHARE. Orange Lake, Florida. Near 
Disney. Weeks 8 & 9 (February) One 
floor living with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
full kitchen, laundry. Purchase both 
for $19,000. Call 978.371.2442 or 
email carol@actionunlimited.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cover-
age for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount 
plan. Get your free  Information Kit 
with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! In-
ogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

HELP WANTED

High Alpha Innovation Inc. seeks 
Program Manager in Somerville, 
Massachusetts. Responsible for 
leading programs with corporate 
and university patterns to ideate, 
design, and launch new ventures 
and venture studios. BS degree 
in Bus Mgmnt, Econ, Fin, So-
cial Studies or related discipline 
related fields & 6 yrs exp req. 
Salary: $201,739. Send res. To S. 
Evans, High Alpha Innovation, 830 
Massachusetts Ave., Ste 1500, Fl. 4, 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 w/ref to TRPA. 
EOE.

HOME SERVICES

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? 
Got Storm Damage? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & resto-
ration: A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage and mold 
growth in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs 
to protect your fami-ly and your 
home's value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809

MISCELLANEOUS

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-452-1183

CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options 
like senior-living communities and 
in-home care? Caring.com's Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
FREE, no-obligation consulta-
tion:1-844-556-4158

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100. Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-833-800-0411

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
Restrictions Apply. Promo Expires 
01/31/2024. 1-877-494-7039

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-723-0883

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
and handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-877-559-8698

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
Finally, no hard data limits! Call To-
day for speeds up to 25mbps as low 
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms 
apply. 1-877-459-1615

SAFE STEP North America's #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe-Step 
1-844-610-9711

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to re-ceive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to 
sched-ule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet.  Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America's #1 Walk-in 
tub. Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! 
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, America's premier mo-
bile medical alert system. Whether 
you're home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term 
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-
3936

Free high speed internet if qualified. 
Govt. pgm for recipients of select 
pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet. Android tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. 
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info 
package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-
1971

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? 
You may qualify for a substantial 
cash award. No obliga-tion! We've 
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 
24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best look-
ing & longest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & 
multiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, we're cutting installation costs 
in half and offering a FREE safety 
upgrade! Addi-tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-
501-3208

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to re-ceive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to 
sched-ule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as little 
as 1 day! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & military discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North America's #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our 
free shower package & $1600 off - 
limited time! Fi-nancing available. 
1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info 
package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-
1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

_____________________________________

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to has 
purchased the above classifieds. De-
termining the value of their service 
or product is advised by this publi-
cation. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather sup-ply 
the readers with manuals, directo-
ries and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish mail 
order selling and other businesses 
at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit card 
num-bers. Also beware of ads that 
claim to guarantee loans regardless 
of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its 
service. All funds are based in US 
dollars. Toll free numbers may or 
may not reach Canada.

Ms. Cam’s

Answers
1. President Jimmy 
Carter

2. Jimmy Cardigan

3. Nobel Peace Prize

4. 1979

5. The mood ring

6. The Tennessee Three

7. Baseball

8. Sun and rain

9. Me at the zoo

10. Moonlighting

11. Bob Dylan

12. Newport Folk 
Festival

From page 8
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MAMAS reflects on an impactful 2024
By Jeffrey Shwom

From the “Newsletter: MAMAS 2024 
Year End Review” email The Somerville 
Times obtained, Mutual Aid Medford and 
Somerville (MAMAS) impact continued 
to help those in need in 2024 and plans to 
do so in 2025.

Mutual Aid Medford and Somerville is a 
mutual aid organization that began during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The largest 
program that MAMAS coordinates by 
far is Grocery Pairs, where volunteers de-
liver groceries and grocery gift cards, and 
may help with other small errands like 
prescription pickup. In 2024, MAMAS 
reimbursed its deliverers $89,993 and 
supported 60 families, according to its 
website. Supermarket Sweep, a recurring 
program where direct grocery aid (i.e., dol-
lars) is delivered with no means-testing or 
judgment, saw $30,900 distributed into 
the community.

For those who do not know, a mutual aid 
organization is a community-based group 

that connects people in need with resourc-
es and services. It is usually informal and 
initially responds in times of crisis. Some 
of the offerings MAMAS coordinates in-
clude Groceries and Deliveries, Hotline 
Support, Money Distribution, Gardening 
Collective, and Emotional and Spiritual 
Support.

Other 2024 highlights: The MAMAS 
Garden Collective, which according to 
their website “helps connect people who 
can host gardening space with folks who 
can help tend.” Per the newsletter, they 
“had 3 coordinators, around 50 active gar-
deners, and about 15 garden sites.” The 
Hotline Team that runs a support hotline 
(English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, and 
Portuguese support available) with 15 ho-
tliners and 5 active coordinators “respond-
ed to approximately 720 text conversa-
tions, 420 voicemails, and 200 emails.” 

The Free Store, which collects and 
distributes washed clothing donations, 
held their most recent event at The East 
Somerville Community School in No-

vember 2024 and has an upcoming do-
nation drop-off day on January 11 from 1 
to 4 p.m. at Connexion (149 Broadway). 
$1,200 in no questions asked Cash Assis-

tance was also handed out in 2024.
If you would like to donate your time, 

money, space for a garden, and more, visit 
https://mutualaidmamas.com/welcome.

MAMAS 2024 Free Store event last November at East Somerville Community School.

Winter Sauna and Cold Plunge Village open in Somerville
Moki Sauna makes debut in Somernova running now through April

Rafi Properties, Owner and Operator of Somernova, announced today that Moki Sauna is hosting a Winter Sauna 
and Cold Plunge Village at Somernova. Open now and running through April 2025, Moki Sauna’s pop-up at 
Somernova offers a unique, social Nordic experience featuring hot-cold therapy in the heart of the 7.4-acre innova-
tion campus and community. 

Moki’s immersive wellness experience is its first ever pop-up in Somerville and second winter season after a 
highly successful debut on Boston’s Rose Kennedy Greenway last year. Committed to creating a modern well-
ness experience and bringing sauna and cold plunge access to an urban environment, the winter village is open in 
Somernova’s Courtyard outside Aeronaut Brewing (14 Tyler St.) and is designed to promote relaxation, rejuve-
nation, and health.

The hot-cold cycle engaged by Moki Sauna encourages individuals to heat up in one of the traditional wood fired 
saunas, cool down in one of the single or four-person cold plunge cedar barrels, and then relax by the warmth of 
a fire and repeat the process. The hot-cold therapy experience has scientifically proven benefits, including muscle 
recovery, improved circulation, enhanced mood and stress relief. Moki Sauna adds a unique wellness amenity to 
Somernova’s innovation campus, allowing tenants and visitors alike to enhance their physical and mental well-being 
through the on-site thermaculture cycles. 

The Moki Winter Sauna and Cold Plunge Village is a compliment to the many local and independent retailers and vibrant activities at Somernova, making it easy to create 
a full day of wellness, food and fun on campus. Visitors can enjoy an active morning climbing at the Boston Bouldering Project‘s climbing gym, indulge in lunch of arepas 
at Carolicious Venezuelan Food and check out the newly opened Mimi’s Chuka Diner, visit neighborhood staple Aeronaut Brewing to sip on a craft beer, and grab some 
freshly made bean-to-bar, small-batch chocolate from Somerville Chocolate.

“The partnership between Somernova and Moki Sauna is the ideal intersection of innovation and wellness,” said Kristin Phelan, Vice President of Real Estate Development 
for Rafi and Somernova. “Together, we’re creating a space where entrepreneurs and visitors alike can step away from the demands of their work to recharge, reflect, and 
embrace mindfulness. We are thrilled to welcome Moke to the Somernova campus and community. ”

“Moki is looking forward to providing a winter health and wellness destination in Somerville,” said Mark Peloquin, Founder and CEO of Moki Sauna. “Whether you are 
new to the process or have done something similar before, we see our Somernova location as a place to connect with yourself and others. We’re proud to bring this to the 
Somerville community and fortunate to have found a partner like Somernova that shares our vision and values.” 

The Winter Sauna and Cold Plunge Village is now open at Somernova’s Courtyard outside Aeronaut Brewing (14 Tyler St.) through April 2025. The experience is open 
from Tuesdays through Sundays each week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. each week. To book your two-hour session, visit the booking page at mokisauna.com/booking.
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2024 period increased by 11.39 percent.

Supporters of the hike said that this automatic system 
was approved by voters by a two-to-one margin in 1998 
and has worked well for 26 years. They noted that there 
have been years when this system resulted in a pay cut for 
legislators. They said it is also important that this system 
takes away the power of the Legislature to raise its own 
members’ salaries and eliminates any accusations of con-
flict of interest.

Critics were quick to respond. “Statehouse elected officials 
should not be receiving an automatic 11 percent pay raise,” 
said Paul Craney, spokesperson for Massachusetts Fiscal 
Alliance. “Not many workers in Massachusetts get that 
kind of a pay bump automatically.  Legislative leaders set 
up a system in 2017 so that they don’t have to vote for any 
future pay raises. If lawmakers care about transparency, 
they should vote on their new pay raise.” 

Craney continued, “Before the Legislature accepts their 
pay raise, they should accept the results of the audit the 
Legislature ballot question. This legislative session should 
not start with lawmakers further enriching themselves 
and then rejecting the will of the voters. It’s a broken legis-
lative system at the Statehouse and their actions over the 
next week will demonstrate how corrupt it’s becoming.” 

AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE DISCOUNTS 
(H 5133) – Gov. Maura Healey signed onto law legisla-
tion waiving, for six years, until 2030, a law that requires 
businesses and groups to have a 35 percent participation 
rate in order to qualify for group auto and home insurance 
discount rates. The measure permits groups with less than 
the 35 percent participation to take advantage of group 
rates, which supporters said will save members between 
5 percent and 8 percent. The law has been waived since 
1997. The 35 percent requirement was first included in 
a 1973 law.

Supporters said if the bill is not approved, insurance dis-
counts for 322,000 vehicles and 142,000 homes in the Bay 
State would disappear on January 1, 2025 and consumers 
will pay millions of dollars more for insurance.

“This bill will preserve access to more affordable home 
and auto insurance for Massachusetts residents,” said Gov. 
Healey.

Reps. Dan Cahill (D-Lynn) and Tom Walsh (D-Pea-
body) sponsors of the measure did not respond to repeat-
ed requests by Beacon Hill Roll Call asking them to com-
ment on their bill.

COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSES (S 3002) – 
Gov. Healey signed into law a proposal which would pre-
vent commercial drivers from losing their licenses due to 
passenger vehicle offenses they committed prior to Sep-
tember 30, 2005.

The Registry of Motor Vehicles recently notified hun-
dreds of bus and truck drivers that they were ineligible 
for commercial licenses due to at least two past major of-
fenses, blindsiding many motorists who for years thought 
their infractions were behind them.

“Over time, the relevance and predictive value of these 
older offenses has diminished, particularly for those driv-
ers who have remained offense-free since,” said Healey. “In 
most circumstances, a commercial driver who meets the 
safety requirements of federal law should not be disqual-
ified from driving due solely to passenger vehicle offenses 
that occurred 19 or more years ago.” She noted her bill 
would remove consideration of pre-September 30, 2005 
passenger vehicle offenses from the disqualification law, 
except for multiple instances of operating under the in-
fluence.

“Our administration is committed to ensuring safety on 
our roads while also supporting the many hardworking 
Massachusetts residents who rely on commercial driver’s 
licenses (CDLs) for their livelihoods,” continued Healey. 
“The RMV will take immediate action to inform eligible 
drivers that their CDLs will not be disqualified and will 
continue updating its regulations to ensure that drivers 
who have served disqualifications for significant periods 
of time will have a pathway to reinstatement.”

VENMO, PAYPAL AND CASHAPP (H 4840) – 
Gov. Healey signed into law legislation that supporters 
say would put consumer protections in place for con-
sumers who use payment apps like Venmo, PayPal and 
CashApp, while also leveling the regulatory playing field 
for businesses in the banking and finance industry.

Provisions include mandating updated regulations for do-
mestic money transmission services, including licensing 
and compliance requirements; prohibiting an individual 
from engaging in domestic money transmission without a 
license; requiring licensees engaged in this business to sub-
mit regular reports on their financial condition, including 
quarterly and annual reports; requiring all licensees to re-
fund to a sender all money received for transmission with-
in ten days of receipt of the sender’s written request for a 
refund unless certain circumstances apply; and allowing 
the commissioner of Banks to suspend or revoke licenses 
for non-compliance, fraud or unsafe practices, and to im-
pose civil penalties for violations.

“With this new law, consumers in Massachusetts will now 
have protection when transferring money to friends and 
businesses through payment apps,” said Gov. Healey. “The 
use of apps like Venmo and PayPal has skyrocketed over 
the years, with billions of dollars exchanging hands, so the 
importance of this legislation cannot be understated.” 

“We are so excited to see the domestic money transmis-
sion bill become law because it will positively impact both 
consumers and businesses,” said Secretary of Economic 
Development Yvonne Hao. “In addition to offering pro-

tection for those using payment apps here in Massachu-
setts, the bill also establishes regulatory consistencies for 
any business offering the same services as banking insti-
tutions.”

“With the increasing use of mobile payment applications 
like Venmo now established as part of the financial land-
scape, it’s time for regulatory oversight to ensure con-
sumers will have the same protections that apply to tra-
ditional sectors of the financial industry,” said Sen. Mike 
Rodrigues (D-Westport), chair of the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means.

ROSA PARKS DAY (H 3075) – The House and Sen-
ate approved and sent to the governor a bill establishing 
February 4 as Rosa Parks in recognition of the historic 
civil rights leader. 

“Rosa Parks’ bravery on that Montgomery bus was not 
just a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement–it 
was a lesson in courage, dignity and the power of stand-
ing up for what is right,” said co-sponsor Rep. Kip Diggs 
(D-Barnstable). “By establishing Rosa Parks Day, we hon-
or her profound impact and inspire the commonwealth to 
reflect on the ongoing struggle for equality.”

Co-sponsor Rep. Mike Kushmerek (D-Fitchburg) said 
the measure will bring awareness and representation to 
the heroic actions of Rosa Parks during the Civil Rights 
Movement. “February 4th is the birthday of Rosa Parks, 
so it will be a great reminder to all those within the com-
monwealth to reflect on the role she played in raising in-
ternational awareness of the struggles for civil rights,” said 
Kushmerek.

PROHIBIT REVOCATION OF PROFESSION-
AL LICENSES (H 4937) – The House and Senate 
approved and sent to Gov. Healey legislation that would 
repeal a current state law which creates professional li-
censure consequences for anyone who defaults on their 
student loan. Under current law, a borrower’s state-issued 
professional or occupational certificate, registration or li-
cense can be suspended, revoked or canceled if the bor-
rower is in default on an education loan.

“I have been working on this legislation for the last three 
legislative sessions, because the current laws are potential-
ly harmful to the more than one million student loan bor-
rowers in the commonwealth,” said sponsor Rep. Natalie 
Higgins (D-Leominster). “With all of the uncertainty 
around the federal student loan forgiveness and repay-
ment plans, now more than ever, we need to protect stu-
dent loan borrowers and ensure they can continue their 
work and have the ability to repay their student loan debt.”

ID FOR LIQUOR PURCHASES (H 4131) – The 
House and Senate approved and sent to the governor a 
measure that would allow alcohol-serving establishments 
to accept all out-of-state motor vehicle licenses and Global 
Entry cards issued by the United States

Beacon Hill Roll Call   CONT. FROM PG 6
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Customs and Border Protection.

“This vitally important economic measure will support 
our restaurants, bars and other entertainment venues as 
they continue to fully recover from losses experienced 
during the pandemic and allow our out-of-state visitors 
to enjoy a drink, if they choose,” said House sponsor Rep. 
Paul McMurtry (d-Dedham).

“A constituent of mine reached out regarding Glob-
al Entry cards, and how she had been refused service in 
attempting to use one to purchase alcohol,” said Senate 
sponsor Sen. Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville). “These cards  re-
quire two rounds of interviews, one with Customs and 
Border Protection, and another with a Global Entry En-
rollment Center. You must also provide your passport and 
one other form of identification. Only after this extensive 
process can you receive the Global Entry Card, which in-
cludes the individual’s photo, full name and date of birth. 
Over 5 million people have gone through this process, and 
it feels unnecessary to bar them from utilizing this form 
of identification in the commonwealth for the purchase 
of alcohol.”

DECLAWING OF CATS (S 2552) – The House and 
Senate approved and sent to Gov. Healey a proposal that 
would ban cat declawing and tendonectomy unless it is 
done for the medical need of the feline.

“Declawing is an abhorrent practice that most veterinari-
ans view as inhumane,” said sponsor Sen. Mark Montigny 
(D-New Bedford). “This is another step in my commit-
ment to protect animals in the commonwealth. As a state 
we have done far too little to punish heartless abusers and 
to push back against a weak court system that has too of-
ten failed to hold them accountable.”

Montigny continued, “There are too many people who 
have committed horrendous abuses to animals that 

have been unpunished and are walking free to continue 
to do harm.”

Supporters said that declawing a cat involves amputating 
the last bone of each toe, which if performed on a human 
would be equivalent to cutting off each finger at the last 
knuckle. They noted that according to the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association, the physical side effects from 
declawing include both acute and chronic pain, improper-
ly healed wounds, sudden loss of blood, impaired immune 
response and behavioral side effects include biting. 

“Declawing of cats does not improve the human-animal 
bond and often results in serious medical and behavioral 
problems,” said Allison Blanck, Director of Advocacy at 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston. “Banning this cruel 
practice, which is in essence amputation, will prevent an-
imals in Massachusetts from needless pain and suffering.”

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“People must have access to the vital health care services 
they need. Hospital closures in recent years, however, have 
left patients worried about where they can access care and 
resulted in job losses for invaluable nurses and healthcare 
workers. Our audit of the Center for Health Information 
and Analysis revealed a startling lack of oversight around 
the financial conditions of hospitals in the commonwealth. 
 — State Auditor Diana DiZoglio urging the administration 
swiftly implement her recommendations in the audit. 

“If you believe that the description of your property is 
inaccurate and over-assessed, an abatement will be the 
only remedy available to reduce your tax bill. Homeown-
ers in some communities, including Boston, have already 
received their bills. Now is the time to consider whether 
to apply for an abatement.” — Secretary of State Bill Galvin 
noting that as property taxes increase, property owners who 
are receiving higher than expected third quarter tax bills last 

week that the deadline to file for a property tax abatement is 
just a few weeks away.

HOW LONG WAS LAST WEEK’S SESSION?
Beacon Hill Roll Call tracks the length of time that the 
House and Senate were in session each week. Many leg-
islators say that legislative sessions are only one aspect of 
the Legislature’s job and that a lot of important work is 
done outside of the House and Senate chambers. They 
note that their jobs also involve committee work, re-
search, constituent work and other matters that are im-
portant to their districts. Critics say that the Legislature 
does not meet regularly or long enough to debate and 
vote in public view on the thousands of pieces of legisla-
tion that have been filed. They note that the infrequency 
and brief length of sessions are misguided and lead to 
irresponsible late-night sessions and a mad rush to act 
on dozens of bills in the days immediately preceding the 
end of an annual session. During the week of Dec. 30, 
2024 to Jan. 3, 2025, the House a met for a total of 18 
hours and 33 minutes.while the Senate met for a total of 
17 hours and 21 minutes.

Mon Dec. 30	 House 11:01 a.m. to 1:11  a.m.
	 Senate 11:35 a.m. to 1:25  a.m.
 
Tues. Dec. 31	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Wed. Jan. 1	 House 11:07 a.m. to 1:55  p.m.
	 Senate 11:20 a.m. to 2:17  p.m.

Thurs. Jan. 2	 House  11:04 a.m. to 12:39  p.m.
	 Senate 11:45 a.m. to 12:19  p.m.
 
Fri. Jan. 3	 No House session
	 No Senate session

Bob Katzen welcomes feedback at bob@beaconhillrollcall.com
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Somerville Police make arrest related to string of break-ins
The Somerville Police Department arrested Fabio Armelio (47) on Friday, January 3, in connection with a string of break-ins in West 
Somerville.  At 6:35 p.m., Friday, a resident of Cherry Street in Somerville called 911 to report an unknown man in their basement. 
The Somerville Police Patrol Division and members of a recently created multi-agency Surveillance Team quickly located Armelio in the 
basement where  he was arrested without incident.

Fabio Armelio is a person of interest in twelve recent breaking and entering cases in the Powderhouse neighborhood of Somerville 
where he targeted residents and Tufts University Community members since December 20, 2024.  He has been positively identified for 
his involvement in three of these cases, with other cases still under active investigation. Armelio also has 20 outstanding arrest war-
rants in multiple jurisdictions including Somerville, Tufts University, Cambridge, MIT, Lawrence, and Boston.  The crimes in these 20 
warrants range from breaking and entering during day and nighttime, larceny from a building, possession of burglarious tools, receiving 
stolen property, assault, trespassing, and threats.

In response to the many recent breaking and entering incidents in Somerville, the Somerville Police Criminal Investigation Division 
created a multi-agency investigative and apprehension team with the Tufts University Police, MIT Police, Boston Police, Cambridge 
Police, Federal partners, and the support of the State Police. The Somerville Police are thankful for this collaborative law enforcement effort and for the many residents and 
community members for their partnership in helping to track and arrest the suspect.

Fabio Armelio will be held in custody until he is arraigned on Monday, January 6, at Somerville District Court.
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S E N I O R  C E N T E R  H A P P E N I N G S :
Upcoming Events:
Medical Equipment Program – Through the 
generosity of the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA), and from the direction of Mayor Bal-
lantyne, the Council on Aging can provide Du-
rable Medical Equipment at no cost to Somer-
ville residents. Residents with a documented 
need for medical equipment must be over the 
age of 60, or have a permanent disability, and 
must be otherwise unable to afford or access 
needed medical equipment. We currently have 
available: Commodes, Bath Benches, Rollator 
Walkers, Incontinence Supplies and Trans-
port Wheelchairs (wheelchairs are intended 
for transport and are not self-propelling or 
self-breaking.) For additional information, or 
for an application, please contact Debby Hig-
gins at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.
Lockboxes for Seniors - What is the Lockbox-
es for Seniors program? The Lockboxes for 
Seniors program is intended to provide Police, 
Fire and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
access to your residence in the event of an 
emergency where you are unable to open the 
door. A key to your residence will be stored in 
a secure metal storage device, like a realtor’s 
lockbox, at your residence. The access code 
to the lockbox will only be available to Police, 
Fire, or EMS personnel and used only during 
an emergency. Who is eligible? The program 
is targeted towards Somerville community 
members who live alone and are aged 65+, or 
those who are disabled and/or suffer from ma-
jor medical illness at any age. Individuals living 
in apartment complexes or other facilities with 
maintenance staff are not eligible for this pro-
gram. How do I know this is safe? A member 
of the Somerville Fire Department will install 
and demonstrate how the lockbox operates 
and answer any questions you may have. The 
four-digit combination on the lockbox will only 
be available to respond to emergency person-
nel in the event of an emergency. Who should 
I contact for more information? For more in-
formation, please contact Debby Higgins at 
the Council on Aging via E-mail at dhiggins@
somervillema.gov or by telephone at (617) 
625-6600 ext. 2321. The Council on Aging will 

verify eligibility for services. This program is 
designed for those who are at most significant 
risk for falls or have limited mobility. All partici-
pants will be required to provide a spare house 
key to be used in the lock box as well as a 
safety inspection of the property. 
Portuguese Senior Coffee Social – The third 
Monday of each month (January 20th) from 1:30 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at our Ralph & Jenny Center 
located at 9 New Washington Street. Holiday 
celebration. This event will be bilingual in Portu-
guese and English. RSVP to Juliana Bertoldo by 
calling 978-291-8277.
Book Club – Meets the 3rd Friday of each 
month (January 17th) starting at 10:00 a.m. at 
our Holland Street Center. Do you love books 
and want to discuss your love of reading with 
others? Consider joining the Book Club. This 
month’s selection is ‘The Dog Went Over the 
Mountain’ by Peter Zheutlin. The group meets 
in person and concurrently via Zoom. To RSVP 
or to inquire about the book club selection 
please call Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600, ext. 
2317 or email Natasha at nnaim@somervillema.
gov as space is limited.
Asian Tea – Mind-Body Connection – The sec-
ond Monday of each month (January 13th) from 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Our Ralph & Jenny 
Center located at 9 New Washington Street. 
RSVP to Maureen Bastardi by calling 617-625-
6600, ext. 2335 or email Maureen at mbas-tar-
di@somervillema.gov.
Men’s Group – Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month (January 14th) starting at 10:30 a.m. at 
our Holland Street Center. RSVP to Debby Hig-
gins at 617-625-6600 ext. 2321 or email Debby 
at dhiggins@somervillema.gov.
Function Junction – January 3rd, 10th and 17th 
starting at 9:00 a.m. at our Holland Street Cen-
ter. Focus on functional fitness by doing exer-
cises that help with activities of daily living and 
maintain-ing independence! In this class, we will 
improve coordination and cardio. We’ll work on 
both strengthening and stretching muscles us-
ing resistance bands, dumbbells, the wall and 
chair to im-prove posture and mobility. RSVP to 
Michelle Deutsch at 617-625-6600, ext. 2315 or 
email Michelle at mdeutsch@somervillema.gov.

Walking Club – Every Thursday in starting 
at 9:00 a.m. Weather Permitting – Meets at 
the Holland Street Center entrance. RSVP by 
calling Michelle Deutsch 617-625-6600, ext. 
2315 or email Michelle at mdeutsch@somer-
villema.gov.
Friendly Caller Program - We have many won-
derful volunteers who are waiting to give you 
a call. Whether you are looking to make a new 
friend or would just like a friendly chat to look 
for-ward to every week, this program has you 
covered. Call Natasha Naim at 617-625-6600, 
ext. 2317 to learn more about the program and 
to sign up.

Looking for a location to chat with your friends? 
Come to the COA on Thursday mornings from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., the senior center is 
open, and the coffee is on as we wait for the 
start of Bingo.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay connected via our Facebook page - In-
formative, entertaining, lots of photos and up-
dates. Vis-it our page at https://www.facebook.
com/SomervilleCOA/

Follow the Somerville Council on Aging on In-
stagram! You can find us under the Instagram 
handle: somervillecouncilonaging If you have 
any questions or need help following us, con-
tact Debby Higgins at 617-625-6600 ext. 2321 
or email her at dhiggins@somervillema.gov

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
If you would like to receive a virtual copy of our 
monthly newsletter, please contact Maureen 
Bastardi at 617-625-6600, ext. 2335 or email 
Maureen Bastardi at mbastardi@somervillema.
gov.
If you would like to receive a copy of our month-
ly newsletter in the mail, please contact Con-
nie Lorneti at 617-625-6600, ext. 2319 or email 
Connie at clorenti@somervillema.gov. 
If you would like to become part of our Google 
Group, please contact Debby Higgins at 617-
625-6600, ext. 2321 or email Debby at dhig-
gins@somervillema.gov

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
Facebook at www.facebook.com/somerville.times.1

and follow us on X/Twitter at @somervilletimes
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The winners of The Somerville Times Reader’s Choice results for

THE BEST OF SOMERVILLE 2024
Readers choices for 2024

Congratulations to the winners! Please support their businesses and let them know you saw them in The Somerville Times

Best Idea in 2024:
Free Food Market for Somerville Public School families

Worst Idea in 2024:
Making Central St. (Summer St. to Highland Ave a one way  
and expanding the sidewalk  

Best Somerville Food & Restaurants:
Best Breakfast: Neighborhood Restaurant, 25 Bow St.
Best Breakfast Sandwiches: Vinal Bakery, 222 Somerville Ave.
Best Combination Breakfast & Lunch: Ball Sq. Cafe, 708 Broadway
Best Brunch: Josephine, 515 Somerville Ave.
Best Coffee Shop: Yego Coffee, 1212 Broadway
Best Diner: Kelly’s Diner, 674 Broadway
Best Italian Food: Vinny’s at Night, 76 Broadway
Best Italian Specialty Store: Capone Foods, 14 Bow St.
Best Portuguese Food: J and J Restaurant, 157 Washington St.
Best Greek Food: Zo Greek, 355 Revolution Dr.
Best Brazilian Food: Oliveira’s Brazilian Steak House, 120 Washington St.
Best Chinese Food: Dumpling Garden on Broadway, 273 Broadway
Best Peruvian Food: Celeste, 21 Bow St.
Best Korean Food: Buk Kyung Korean Cuisine, 9a Union Square
Best Thai Food: Dakzen, 195 Elm St.
Best Mexican Food: Rincon Mexicano, 99 Broadway
Best Mediterranean Food: Sarma, 249 Pearl St.
Best Variety and All-Around Restaurant: Mount Vernon Restaurant,  
				          14 Broadway
Best Seafood Restaurant: Legal Sea Foods, 301 Great River Rd.
Best Seafood Boil: Happy Crab, 1137 Broadway
Best Waiter/Waitress: Mount Vernon Waitstaff, 14 Broadway
Best Hamburger: R.F. O’Sullivan’s & Son,282 Beacon St.
Best Roast Beef Sandwich: HOTBOX, 1 Bow Market Way
Best Vegan Tacos: Taco Party, 711 Broadway
Best Taco: La Posada, 505 Medford St.
Best Bar Food: Highland Kitchen, 150 Highland Ave.
Best Vegetarian Pizza: American Flatbread Somerville, 45 Day St.
Best Pizza: june bug, 251 Washington St.
Best Pan Pizza: Leone’s, 292 Broadway
Best Detroit Style Pizza: Avenue Kitchen and Bar, 158 Boston Ave.
Best BBQ: The Smoke Shop BBQ, 325 Assembly Row
Best Soul Food: FoodDy’s Kitchen,235 Holland St.
Best Sub Shop: Angelina’s Pizzeria, 230 Holland St.
Best Sandwiches: Dave’s Fresh Pasta, 81 Holland St.
Best Chocolate: Taza Chocolate, 561 Windsor St.
Best Donuts: Lyndell’s Bakery, 720 Broadway
Best Donut Holes: Mass Hole Donuts, 1157 Broadway
Best French Bakery: Michette, 164  Broadway
Best Muffins: Magnificent Muffin & Bagel Shoppe, 1118 Broadway
Best Cakes: Juscelia's Cakes (Facebook)
Best Cannoli: Mike’s Pastry, 445 Revolution Dr.
Best Half Moons: Lyndell’s Bakery, 720 Broadway
Best Pies: Petsi Pies, 285 Beacon St.
Best Ice Cream: Gracie's Ice Cream, 22 Union Sq.
Best Liquor Store: Ball Square Fine Wines, 716 Broadway
Best Farmers Market: Somerville’s Winter Farmer’s Market, 191 Highland Ave. 

Best of Somerville Services:

Best Optometrists: Eye Associates of Somerville, 174 Broadway

Best Medical Services: Riverside Community Care, Inc. ,12 Tyler St.

Best Wellness Clinic: KenkoDo, 735 Broadway

Best Dentist Office: Somerville Family Dental, 365 Somerville Ave.

Best Orthodontist Office: The Braces Place at Davis Square, 30 College Ave.

Best Electricians: Bent Electrical Contractors, 59A Inner Belt Rd.

Best Plumbers: T.J. Sillari, Inc., 99 Albion St.

Best Law Firm: Rumery & Smith, 403 Highland Ave.

Best Bank: Winter Hill Bank, winterhillbank.com

Best Bank President: Sandra L. McGoldrick, Winter Hill Bank

Best Bank Employee: Belushi Previlon, Community Credit Union

Best Real Estate Broker: John Raposo, Encompass Property Solutions 

Best Real Estate Rental Agent: Denise Cosby, Encompass Property Solutions

Best Florist: Wagner Floral Designs, 508 Somerville Ave.

Best Barbershop: Alibrandi’s Barber Shop, 194 Holland St.

Best Barber: Evelyn Kennedy-Jaffe

Best Hair Salon: Salon CU, 75 Holland St.

Best Hair Stylist: Lori Pino, Amal Niccoli, 731 Broadway

Best Contractor: Josue Velney,  Velney Development, 30 Woodbine St.

Best Exercise Program: Parkour Generations, 12a Tyler St.

Best Nature Space: Somerville Community Growing Center , 22 Vinal Ave.

Best Garden Center: Ricky’s Flower Market, 238 Washington St.

Best Dry Cleaners: Highland Dry Cleaning & Tailoring, 237 Highland Ave.

Best Hotel: Cambria Hotel, 515 Somerville Ave.

Best School Program: Somerville High School CTE 

Best Teacher: May Chau, K–12 Supervisor of Visual Arts

Best Politician: Former Somerville Mayor, Gene Brune

Best Police Officer: Officer Priscilla Ribeiro

Best Firefighter: Joe Barry

Best of Somerville Arts/Entertainment:

Best Bowling: Sacco’s Bowl Haven, 45 Day St.

Best Movie Theatre: Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square

Best Local Bar: Sally O’Brien’s, 335 Somerville Ave.

Best Bar for Bands: The Jungle, 6 Sanborn Ct.

Best Restaurant/Entertainment: Premiere on Broadway, 517 Broadway

Best Irish Pub: The Burren, 247 Elm St.

Best Wine Bar: Juliet Social Club, 257 Washington St.

Best Brewery: Winter Hill Brewery, 328 Broadway

Best Cocktails: backbar,7 Sanborn Ct.

Best Somerville Poet: Doug Holder

Best Photographer: Andy Bernstein (https://andybernstein.me)

Best Food Columnist: Dorothy DiMarzo, Dorothy’s Corner

Best Somerville Stories: Jimmy Del Ponte

Best Photos of Somerville Neighborhoods: Denise Provost

Best Somerville Celebrity: Eugene Mirman

Best Somerville Historian: Bob “Monty” Doherty

Best Somerville Non-Profit Agency: Community Action Agency of Somerville 	

			                (CAAS)

Best Somerville Charity: Somerville Homeless Coalition, 1 Davis Sq.

Best Neighborhood Charity: Mutual Aid Medford and Somerville  
			      mutualaidmamas.com
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To advertise in
The

Somerville
Times

call
Bobbie Toner
857-488-5138

On This Day in History
January 8

1815 – A rag-tag army under Andrew Jackson defeats the British on the fields of 
Chalmette in the Battle of New Orleans.

1892 – A coal mine explosion kills 100 in McAlister, Oklahoma.

1908 – A subway line opens linking Brooklyn and Manhattan.

1940 – Great Britain begins rationing sugar, meat and butter.

1946 – President Harry S. Truman vows to stand by the Yalta accord on self-
determination for the Balkans.

1954 – President Dwight Eisenhower proposes stripping convicted Communists of 
their U.S. citizenship.

1963 – President John F. Kennedy attends the unveiling of the Mona Lisa.

1979 – The United States advises the Shah to leave Iran.

1982 – AT&T agrees to divest 22 subdivisions as part of an antitrust agreement.

2011 – An attempted assassination of Arizona Representative Gabrielle Giffords is 
part of a shooting spree in which Jared Lee Loughner kills 6 and wounds 13.

Bobby''s Dad Jokes Corner
By Bobbygeorge Potaris

I hate it when people say age is only a number. 
Age is clearly a word.

Somerville through
the eyes of Denise

Bugs on steroids…		             — Photo by Denise Provost 

Q: My landlord is trying to raise my rent as of January 1. Can 
they do that?

A: If you have a lease, the rent cannot be raised during this term 
unless there is a clause in the lease saying it is allowed. If you are a 
tenant-at-will, the landlord must give you at least 30 days notice be-
fore raising the rent.

Somerville Fair Housing Commission  generally meets on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at 3 p.m. online.  Call 617-625-6600 ext. 2578 for the login information.

New adult education opportunity 
for English learners

SPS offers a robust catalog of adult education courses through SCALE 
(Somerville Center for Adult Learning Experiences). Somerville residents 
are invited to sign up for their new class, Early Childhood Education Train-
ing specifically for English learners. Enroll with the SCALE registration 
form: https://form.jotform.com/232615165718054.

Visit the SCALE website to learn more about adult education, including 
classes that lead to earning a high school degree and career training for 
native English speakers and learners alike: https://somerville.k12.ma.us/
adult-learning/somerville-center-adult-learning-experiences-scale.

Want to write local Somerville stories?
Call 857-488-5138

and speak to the Assignment Editor
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self-guided Illuminations Tour through 
January 2025. The Illuminations map 
is available to take a self-guided tour: 
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/illumi-
nationstour.

****************************
A reminder that Christmas tree pickup 
is underway in Somerville through Fri-
day, February 14. Trees can be placed 
curbside on your regular trash day after 
removing all decorations. Do not put 
trees in a plastic bag. Constituents should 
contact 311 (617-666-3311) if their tree 
has been out for over two weeks.

****************************
Our sincerest condolences to the family 
of Florence E.(Kennedy) McWatters 
who passed away peacefully on Decem-
ber 29, 2024. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Bob McWatters and the entire 
family during this sad time. The full obit-
uary can be found here:https://www.
dohertyfuneralservice.com/obituary/
florence-mcwatters

****************************
The Somerville Public Library will be 
hosting an open mic night in the Central 
Library Auditorium. You’re welcome to 
bring and read your own poetry or a work 
by another poet! Registration is encour-
aged: visit https://tinyurl.com/57xkteyt. 
Poetry Open Mic Night, January 23, 7 
p.m.-8:30 p.m., 79 Highland Ave.

****************************
Join the Somerville Community Grow-
ing Center for their annual Seed Swap. 
Bring seeds to share and/or take some 
home to start dreaming up your 2025 
growing plans. Seed Swap & Tabling at 
Somerville Winter Farmers Market, 
191 Highland Ave, Saturday, January 
18, 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. They will have 
some native seeds harvested at the Center 
or locally. Join local efforts to encourage 
more native pollinators in Somerville. 
Place an order for our High Mowing 
Organic Seed Sale (check here for on-
line ordering). Learn about ways to get 
involved this year, including volunteering 
for the Maple Syrup Project. Contact: 
lisa@thegrowingcenter.org.

****************************
You are invited to a virtual public meet-
ing to discuss improving water quality in 
our rivers through the development of an 
updated CSO Control Plan on Wednes-
day, January 22, at 6 p.m. This meeting 
is a collaboration between the City of 
Somerville, the City of Cambridge, and 
the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority (MWRA). Join us for this 

joint public meeting to learn about the 
alternatives developed so far to control 
combined sewer overflows and how the 
affordability will be evaluated for each 
entity. Learn more about the project and 
sign up for the meeting by visiting voice.
somervillema.gov/joint-cso-planning/.

****************************
Both flu and COVID-19 vaccines are 
conveniently offered at multiple locations 
across Somerville, improving access for 
all residents. Both vaccines are available 
with no out-of-pocket costs, and we ac-
cept those without health insurance. 
If you do have health insurance, please 
bring proof of coverage. Pre-registra-
tion is strongly encouraged. Walk-in ap-
pointments are limited. January 9, 4:30 
– 6 p.m., West Library, 40 College Ave. 
https://home.color.com/vaccine/regis-
ter/somerville?site=somerville-public-li-
brary-west-branch.

****************************
Join in for a free Flu Vaccination Clin-
ic and an Info Session on how to obtain 
a driver’s license in MA, hosted by the 
Somerville Health and Human Ser-
vices Department, SomerViva Office 
of Immigrant Affairs, and the ACLU 
(American Civil Liberties Union) of 
Massachusetts. To schedule an appoint-
ment in advance: https://home.color.
com/vaccine/register/somerville?site=-
soia-office-of-immigrant-affairs. January 
16, 4:30 – 6 p.m., SomerViva Office, 42 
Cross St., Somerville.

****************************
Help Connexion gather winter coats for 
the community. Coats can be delivered 
to Connexion, located at 149 Broadway 
in Somerville. Available drop-off times: 
Weekdays: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Sundays: 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m. Donations accepted until 
January 24. The Giveaway will be Satur-
day January 25, 2 – 5 p.m. Please con-
sider donating New or gently used coats. 
You can also purchase coats on their 
Amazon wish list.

****************************
Head to Rococo for Winter Plant Care 
101 (+ Plant Swap) and learn the key 
steps to maintaining happy and thriving 
indoor plants, especially during the cold-
er months. The workshop will cover the 
essentials of year-round houseplant care, 
so you can confidently keep your plants 
healthy and thriving. Discover helpful 
tips for caring for your plants during the 
winter months, including light, watering, 
humidity, and troubleshooting common 
issues. Tuesday, January 14, 6:30 – 

8:30 p.m., Rococo Floral, 1 Bow Markey 
Way. Post-session, there will be a plant 
swap raffle, where everyone will get to 
take home a plant.

****************************
Low-income households may be eligi-
ble to receive help with winter heating 
costs through the Fuel Assistance Pro-
gram. This program is part of the Home 
Energy Assistance program (HEAP) 
and serves residents of Somerville and 
Cambridge. Participants receive assis-
tance with their heating costs between 
November 1 and April 30. Learn more 
about the program, check if you qualify, 
and apply for assistance today at somer-
ville-ma.gov/heatingassistance.

****************************
The Somerville Arts Council and the 
Inside-Out Gallery present Vernon 
Street Studios 50th Anniversary Ret-
rospective Exhibit, curated by Steven 
Cabral. This showcase was a part of 
Steven’s community benefit project as 
a Somerville Arts Council LCC 2024 
Visual Arts Fellowship Awardee. 1 
Davis Square, Somerville. Learn more 
about the participating artists here: 
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/in-
sideout/vernonstreet50.

****************************
Somerville High School students are 
invited to bring their SHS ID to the 
Somerville YMCA on Fridays from 7 
to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. 
for free. There are free movie nights. 
On Sundays, students will have access 
to the basketball and exercise areas (in-
cluding the weight room). Visit their 
website to learn more. https://somer-
villeymca.org/news/somerville-teens-
after-hours/. Somerville YMCA asks 
that students go to their website to reg-
ister before visiting and this program is 
for ages 14 to 17 years.

****************************
Community members are invited to wel-
come the Year of the Snake at the second 
Lunar New Year Festival on Saturday, 
January 25. This fun and festive celebra-
tion will be held in the Somerville High 
School cafeteria (81 Highland Ave.) 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m. Join in for exciting 
performances, food, and family-friendly 
activities that highlight the rich traditions 
of East, Southeast, and South Asia.

****************************
City Alerts are a great way for those who 
live, work, or own a business in Somer-
ville to receive important city informa-
tion that affects your neighborhood. City 

Alerts provide information about emer-
gencies (including snow emergencies), 
construction and road closures, water 
service interruptions, community news, 
and more. To sign up, visit somerville-
ma.gov/alerts and click on the button 
for your preferred language. Step-by-
step sign-up instructions are available at: 
somervillema.gov/alerts. Having trouble 
signing up? You can call 3-1-1 (617-666-
3311) for assistance.

****************************
With the days growing shorter and tem-
peratures dipping colder, the Somerville 
Homeless Coalition is in critical need of 
new or lightly used jackets for their clients 
currently living outside. If you have any 
adult sized coats hanging in your closet 
that you don’t wear, please consider drop-
ping them off at the Somerville Homeless 
Coalition admin office located at 255 Elm 
Street, Suite 204 during the hours listed 
below. Drop Off Hours: Monday-Fri-
day, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., 2 – 5 p.m. Each coat 
donated provides warmth, dignity, and 
safety for our neighbors having to face the 
harsh New England winter conditions.

****************************
Feeling fatigued from holiday festivities? 
Want a quiet activity to do with one or 
more of your friends and/or relatives? 
Why not a puzzle? Bring your gently 
used puzzles to the West Branch library 
and pick up a new to you puzzle from our 
supply. No puzzles to drop off? That’s fine 
too. No registration required.

****************************
If you want to adopt-a-drain in Somer-
ville, perform light maintenance as needed, 
and give it a creative name. Sign up for 
the Adopt-a-Drain program today by 
visiting Somerville.mysticdrains.org.

****************************
City buildings are closed on Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day, Monday, January 20.

****************************
The Somerville Winter Farmers Mar-
ket is back at the Arts at the Armory, 
191 Highland Ave. on Saturdays, 9:30 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. from November 2 to 
April 12, (except November 30 and De-
cember 28). The Center for the Arts at 
the Armory is proud to offer a weekly 
winter market with 71+ local food ven-
dors with the best locally grown and re-
gionally produced foods, including fresh 
produce, cheese, eggs, meats, fish, breads, 
tamales, pastries, chocolate, skincare 
products, and more. The market accepts 
SNAP/EBT and HIP benefits. They 
also offer a $15 SNAP

 Newstalk CONT. FROM PG 7

Continued on page 23
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O F F  T H E  S H E L F
 by Doug Holder

SOMERVILLESOMERVILLE
edited by Doug Holder

I have been a patron of the Bloc 11 Cafe since its 
inception. And over the years, the paintings and 
photographs on the walls have attracted my interest. 
While munching on my everything bagel and updat-
ing a syllabus for classes I teach at Endicott College, 
I noticed a number of vibrant watercolors of scenes 
from Boston and just beyond. Well, I was on it like 
the proverbial hornet, and I decided to ask the artist 
for an interview.

Doug Holder: How has Somerville been for you 
as an artist?

Barbara Marder: Somerville was an amazing 
place to teach public school art and also to have a 
studio on Tyler Street at the former Artisans Asylum 
location. Somerville is an art -minded community, 
and expression of the arts was everywhere outside 
the confines of the school building. At one point in 
my career (1999) the city council addressed the graf-
fiti on the wall at Dickerman playground on Crai-
gie Street by enlisting me to bring my 6th graders to 
paint a mural at that location. That was a triumph for 
community pride.

The former Ames Paper company donated boxes 
of paper items appropriate for many art projects. 
They offered mounting board for student paintings. 
One year they printed a set of colorful note cards 
representing the artwork of my students at the John 
F. Kennedy School. The Davis Square Artbeat event 
offered me a window to display student art. A group 
of eighth graders met me there to arrange the display 
in July even though school was on summer break. A 
former bank in Davis Square granted my 6th grade 
a bus and free admission to a special Monet exhibit 
at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. In return the 
entire sixth grade painted a 17-foot mural of water-
lilies for the bank. I was always an ARTIST teacher, 
not simply an art teacher. The Somerville Museum 
hosted exhibits featuring the work Somerville art 
educators. The above events demonstrate some of 
my community involvement in Somerville. During 
my 24 years of teaching in Somerville, I was actively 
involved in my own art -making and expanded my 
repertoire of materials and media.

DH: You have two canvases you work with – one 
on copper, and one on paper. How is your jewelry 
connected to your painting?

BM: I was always a painter! I have an MFA degree 
in art education and painting from Boston Univer-
sity. Before that I was a painting major at Skidmore 
College. I entered the enameling world as a painter. I 
self-taught enameling in 1980 in a high school teach-
ing position. The instructor who oversaw the kilns 

was on sabbatical. I was awed by the colors of glass! 
Color was always my primary focus in art making.

I had no metalsmithing skills. Folks admired my 
enameled pieces and suggested that I make wear-
able jewelry. This idea intrigued me. During my 
tenure in Somerville Public Schools, I took silver-
smithing classes from colleges that had student 
interns doing a practicum with me. The remuner-
ation was a free class. I had many college interns at 
the John F. Kennedy School in Somerville. Today I 
oversee the enamel studio at ArtisansAsylum.com 
now located in Allston.

DH: You have written that observing children at 
play is an inspiration for some of your work. Explain.

BM: My 24 years teaching K-8 in Somerville were 
truly inspirational for me regarding my own creative 
work. I was observing children fearlessly and spon-
taneously trying different approaches to color, dab-
bling, exploring outcomes, and combining disparate 
media in their creative expression. In turn I experi-
mented with my own work. I was fortunate to create 
my own instructional units. Many days after school, 
I would engage in my own “creative play” trying new 
approaches with the goal of developing ideas for les-
son planning. This exploration impacted my own 
growth as a creative artist.

DH: Your paintings of scenes from Boston on 
display at the Bloc Cafe in Union

Olivia Darmanin (she/her) is a ju-
nior Mathematics Secondary Educa-
tion major at Endicott College from 
Worcester, MA. Outside of academics, 
she is heavily involved in theater and 
has been a stage manager and sound 
designer, in addition to other roles, for 
ten productions on campus. She has 
recently begun to explore creative writ-
ing, and is honored for the opportunity to be published.

Crushed

Once gliding through the air,
Sailing on a breath,
Now fallen,
Grounded with the stamp
Of a shiny, lacquered pump.
Trampled by sticky sneakers
And deserted under the corner of a dusty,
Rotting bookshelf,
Paint peeling and wood pulling,
Groaning with each step that passes.

The shining white paper now dulled
Speckled with aged mold
Fine edges crinkled and crumbling
Into the damp air.

Then all at once
Swept away
The breeze lifts me up
And ushers me into oblivion.

 — Olivia Darmanin

Artist Barbara Marder Brings 
Intense and Bold Color to the Bloc 
Cafe in Union Square, Somerville

LLyricalyrical

To have your work considered for the Lyrical send it to:
Doug Holder, 25 School St.; Somerville, MA 02143. dougholder@post.harvard.edu Continued on page 23



JANUARY 8, 2025••23

Square are mainly vibrant watercolors of scenes in Bos-
ton, and just beyond. How do you choose what you 
paint? The paintings are realistic, do you ever dabble in 
the abstract?

BM: My current body of work is an expansion of my 
membership in a group called Urban Sketchers Boston. 
Urban Sketchers is an international Facebook group. 
There are no membership fees and anybody can show up 
for a two-hour informal sketching session at a designated 
location. Frankly, I was inexperienced painting architec-

ture, and I was primarily a landscape painter. I think land-
scapes have many abstract elements in organic forms and 
color relationships. For the last few years, I have worked 
hard to study buildings and how they relate to the urban 
landscape. Viewers might recognize the locations but my 
work remains expressionistic with my bold usage of in-
tense color. Choosing a subject to paint is the artist’s first 
creative decision. I spend a lot of time exploring a loca-
tion, and I create thumbnail sketches before deciding on 
the composition I want to paint. I get a lot of satisfaction 

from folks who share with me their own connections to 
locations of my paintings

DH: Why should we view your work?
BM: I think all artists hope for an audience.
Creating the work is a sole activity, but once I frame and 

display my art, I am wishful for an audience to view it. I 
want to share what I saw and where I was. I am hopeful 
others will view and appreciate it. This exhibit, PLACES 
AROUND BOSTON, will be on display until the first 
week of March, 2025.
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match to customers each week. More info 
available on their website: https://www.
somwintermarket.org/.

****************************
Is your teen looking to make some extra 
money? The city’s Snow Shoveling Pro-
gram is hiring youth to assist shoveling 
seniors and homeowners with disabil-
ities out after snowstorms this winter. 
Teens and homeowners are paired for 
the season. After each storm, the home-
owner will contact their assigned youth 
to request shoveling services. Somerville 
teens ages 14 to 19 are welcome to apply.

Looking for snow shoveling services? Ap-
ply online or contact Debby Higgins at 
dhiggins@somervillema.gov.

****************************
Snow emergency parking is on the even 
side of the street all winter, unless posted 
signage says differently. Sign up for alerts or 
update your information at somervillema.
gov/alerts. You can call 311 if you need as-
sistance. Flashing blue lights at major inter-
sections indicate a snow emergency. Snow 
emergencies are announced on the city’s 
website, social media feeds, CityTV, and via 
information shared with local media. For 

more information on the city’s snow poli-
cies, visit somervillema.gov/snow.

****************************
Through the generosity of the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and from the 
direction of Mayor Ballantyne, the Coun-
cil on Aging can provide Durable Medical 
Equipment at no cost to Somerville resi-
dents. Residents with a documented need 
for medical equipment must be over the 
age of 60, or have a permanent disability, 
and must be otherwise unable to afford 
or access needed medical equipment. We 
currently have available: Commodes, Bath 

Benches, Rollator Walkers, Incontinence 
Supplies and Transport Wheelchairs 
(wheelchairs are intended for transport 
and are not self-propelling or self-break-
ing.) For additional information, or for an 
application, please contact Debby Higgins 
at 617-625-6600, ext. 2321.

****************************
Don’t forget, if you would like to sub-
scribe to receive a digital edition of our 
paper, go directly online to our website 
over to the right side and fill out your 
email address to receive a free, full PDF 
copy of the paper.
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First Flag Raising at Prospect Hill 2025
Mayor Katjana Ballantyne helped ring in the new year on Wednesday, January 1, 2025, as they raised the Grand Union Flag on Prospect Hill to commemorate the 249th 
anniversary of the first flag rising.	 — Photos courtesy of Somerville GovTV

Visit us online at www.TheSomervilleTimes.com
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To advertise in our Business Directory,

call 857-488-5138.

Let your customers find you in 

Somerville’s most widely read newspaper!

To advertise in
The Somerville Times

call Bobbie Toner:
857-488-5138


